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CLAVIS. 


To the Ancient Hippocratical 


PHYSICK 
MEDICINE; 


Made by Manual Experience i in the RY 
Fountains of\,.” |. <0 


N AT U R: E:- 


0 <09.0- 


WHEREBY. 


Through Fire and Water, in a Method uhheard 
of- before, the Occult Myſteries of Nature and 
Art are Unlocked and clearly Explained by a 
Compendious way of 


OPERA IION, 


Sencc. Epilſt, 


A man can never more torment the Enviow , than by applying 
ones ſelf ro Vertue and Glory. 


LONDON, 


Printed by Tho. James , and are to be Sold by 
Nath. Crouch in Exchange-Alley over againſt the 
Rojal Exchange in Corn-Hill, 1677, 
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It # an Uncivil thing ( ſays H. Khunrat ) to 
judge of the whole of a Book, by one part of :t 
- + , #nleſs the whole Book be firit Read over, 
and throughly weighed. 
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To the Serene and Mighty Prince; the Lord 
CHRISTIANUS ALBERTUS 


By the Grace of God , 


Heir of Norway , Duke of Sleſwick,, and 
Holſatia , Stormar, and Dithmarſh , 


Earl of Oldenburg and Detmenborſt , 
| His very good Lord. 


T was the cuſtome of the Firſt Philoſophers 
( Moſt Serene and Mighty Prince) that what- 
ſoever Secrets of Things , or Myſteries of 
Nature, they found out, they would imme- 
diately impoſe Divine Names on them ; 

and ſo, as much as they could, hide them from 

the Vulgar ; or elſe they would relate them under 
diſguiſed Words, Forreign and unuſual Terms, 

Allegories, Anigma's , and Metaphorical Spee- 

ches , either becauſe they feared the ance of the 

Unskilful Multitude, or elſe being perſwaded , 

that thoſe Abſtruſe things would mect with no 

approbation , if they were eaſily underſtood. 
Flippocrates of Coos, treading in the ſame ſteps, 

that Divine and Venerable Old-man , and deſer- 

vedly Chief in this moſt Famous Art ( in whole 

Praiſes the Ancients , and all Neotericks have ſut- 

ficiently Expatiated ) ſhews the hidden Founda- 

tion of this, Noble Science , in theſe words. If 
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there be atty ny Divine in Difeaſes , the bniow: 
ledge and fore-ſight alſo of That « to be ſought af: 
ter , if a Man would approve himſelf a good and 
admirable Phyſician. But what that Divine 
Thing was, he no where clearly diſcovered , nay, 
he Studiouſly and of purpoſe concealed it,expreſly 
affirming, that nothing ought to be ſpoken or pub- 
Lihed in this Art , ſave what was known to Pleber. 
ans. On which account , Phy/ick was heretofore 
eſteemed Sacred, and the gift of God, ſo that all 
the Ancients were of opinion , that It could hardly 
be attained unto by Humane Underſtandings , be- 
cauſe the Foundations thereof ſeemed ſo abftruſe, 
hidden , and admirabie , that They were not to 
be found out by the.ſtrength of Nature, And al- 
though , heretofore, and in all Ages, Men of 
reat account for acuteneſs of Wit , and Skill in 
Phyſ/ick,have Illuſtrated ItsDoCtrine, yet there is no- 
thing extant in their Writings in clear and expreſs 
words, neither can any thing be culled out from 
thence, but what is ſujlied with Obſcurity : They 
all endeavouring as much as they could , more,to 
eclipſe and darken It : Neoterick Phy/ictans who 
ſucceeded them, in Writing , Diſputing , and de- 
firing to Gicreaſe this Art , have falne to pieces 
amongſt themſelves, and contemning that Ds- 
vine thing in Diſeaſes, rail at one another , and 
are divided into ſeveral Sects ; neither doth the 
Diviſion ceaſe to this very day :- For one delires to 
be ſtyled a Chymiſt or Methodiſt , another a Ga/e- 
2ſt , a third a Dogmatiſt or Canoniſt , ſo that this 
moſt Noble Ancient Hippocratical Medicine , 
which is but One, is now , not only rent into ma- 
ny Sets , but is alſo overcharged with an infinite 
number of Books, by which a lover of, and en- 
quirer 


 quirer after Trath , 'is-not only confounded , but 
muſt needs be oyer-whelmed : There being ſuch 

a vaſt Ocean of Them , and fo great a variety of 

Writers , ſubtilly ſpinning out their Arguments 
ro and con. 

In the mean time , I wasalways of opinion that 
That before-mentioned ſhort Sentence of Hippocra- 
tes was to be deeply weighed , and the rather , be- 
cauſe that Famous Man , whom Antiquity did al- 
molt reverence as a Deity , comprehended that 
great Supellex and Furniture of Things which he 
had in his mind, in ſhort and conciſe Aphoriſmes 
and Speeches. Excited therefore by my reſpect and 
love to Him , I began to Inveſtigate: what that 
Diwine thing was ; tor without the Plenary know- 
ledge of It, the Art of Cureing Diſeaſes would 
always be Mutilous, and only Inchoative, never 
fully and abſolutely compleat in all its parts. 

Some there are who do accuſe thoſe men of Im- 
pudence, and do alſo Contumeliouſly reproach 
them , who do their utmoſt to reſtore and under- 
prop Sciences (| delivered indeed by the Ancichts , 
but now almoſt worn out by age , and: Adultera- 
ted beſides ) or elſe who do endeavour to add to 
them, or illuſtrate them : moreover they labour 
to Degrade ſuch perſons from the-firit Knowledge 
of things, and: ſo to diſ-inherit them from their 
polleſſion of ancient Learning ; by whoſe Calum- 
nies the Enquirers after Truth , are deterred. and 
led out of the right way. 

If the ancient Philoſophers had taken this courſe 
to reproach the Labours and Studies-of Thoſe that 
went before them, they. had never pierced into 
the inward knowledge of Nature , but the Truth 
in many Sciences would as yet have been buryed 
in 
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The EPISTLE 


in Obſcurity, and very few would have attained 


to any light in the Secrets of Nature. 

But ſince Thoſe Philoſophers were pleaſed with 
another way and manner of Study , not being de- 
terred or taken off from their honeſt Labour by 
the tongues of Revilers , but rather more earneſt. 
ly applying themſelves to their Diſquiſitions and 
Studies ; ſo that almoſt in every age, ſome one 
or other Art and Science was hatched or elſe re- 
trieved, and from ſmall beginnings, promoted to 
great encreaſe. 

Semblably , why may not I more clearly open 
the ſenſe of Hippocrates ? That ſo the Ancient 
and Noble Science of Phy/ick, and Method of 
Cures may reccive an advancement ? why may 
itnot be lawtul for me to Contemplate that d:wne, 
abſtruſe and admirable Thing , as well in Diſeaſes 
as Remedies ? and to reſtore It from Darkneſs to 
Light ? Let the Tongues of Slanderers be fi- 
lent, let them not blame me, that being but 
a Puny, I firſt of all bear the Lamp to all 
thaf ſeek for Truth , in this Argument. Let 
all ſuch Flies and Cantharides be packing , for 
as the One pitches on the flouriſhing Corn, 
and the Other fly into the ſweeteſt Oyntments ; 
ſo theſe fooliſh and ſloathful Calumniators ceaſe 
not to detra&t from the labours and manners 
of other men , perſwading themſelves that they 
ſhall catch much Honour and Glory , by fiſhing 
for it in the diſgracing of others. 

Avaunt ſuch Thorny Medickes ; Let them con- 
tinually go a begging , and ſpend their time in 
collecting raw Receits, reformed neither by Rea- 
ſon, Method, nor Judgement ; which, Hippocrates 


diſapproves and preſcribes in the very entrance 
into 


DEDICATORY. 
into this Art, as unſafe, becauſe not underſtood. 
Experiment , ſays he upon this account , & fat 
lacrous : Neither let them Object to me, this my 
Inftitution , as a new and unprofitable picce , 
whereas indeed It is moſt Ancient, and found moſt 
true by folid Experience , not that I am ſo vain 
and inſfolent, as to boaſt my ſelf to be the: Author 
of It , I only profeſs my elf to be its Interpre- 
ter and Explainer. 

Theſe things I determined to do in a Book by 
it ſelf, and therefore I pre-emitted my Hippocrates 
Chymicnus , which Book ſeem ed neceſlary for the 
demonſtration of the Subſequent Dodtrine by 
known Examples. But now , ſeeing Malign Ig- 
norance raigns in Our Art, I thinx it better to 
change my Reſolution, and to reduce into this 
Compendium , what and how much of Divinity 
is in Ancient Medicine, as alfo in Natural Phi- 
loſophy, and in all things ; All which ſhall be diſ- 
_ , far the ſake of the Prudent , in this Little 
Book. 

I determined , Mighty Prince , and my graci- 
ous Lord, to Dedicate this my grand Endea- 
vour to-You, not with an intent to Blazon the 
Genealogy of Yours and Your Anceſtors moſt 
Auguſt Houſe , that be far from me , for I know 
that all Adulation doth diſpleaſe Y our Highneſs ; 
but becauſe You are a Favourer of hidden $cien- 
ces , and of all admirable Things , and eſpecially 
a Patron of the Muſes : which evidently appears , 
not only by that flouriſhing Academy which you 
have lately ere&ted, but furthermore. by thoſe 
great Larpgeſſes and Stipends, wherewith you 
have endowed its choice Members, and learned 


Proteſſors, out of Your incredible Clemency and Fa- 
vour, 
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- your. To which may be added You  'Highne Tes- 
ſingular Courteſy , Bounty , and Benevolence, ex« 


tended towards Me in particular , your :-poor Chi- 
ent,the laſt year ; and alſo that unſpeakable Benefi- 
cence, which Your Father ,, of happy Memory , 
a few years ſince, ſhewed towards me , which 
you by a rare Example have alſo doubled and out- 
done : Which conſideration alone had been ſuffi- 
cient to have obliged me to make this Dedication 
to Your Self , and ſo to hang up this little Table 
on the publick Altar of Immortality , not only 
that my Writings may hereby ſpeak to the whole 
World , but that I might maniteſt the ſymtol of 
a grateful mind , and might teſtify and profeſs my 
obſervance of You. 

Be pleaſed therefore , Great Sr, favourably to 
accept of that admired D;v:ine Thing of Hippocra- 
tes, anciently adorned with ſomany Trophies, now 
conſecrated to Your M:zghty Name, and let it find 
a place there, whither the Meſſengers of a grate- 
fol mind are wont to be admitted ; which, as 1 
ſupplicate with that humility which becomes me, 
Sol alſo beſeech Almighty God from the bottom of 
my heart , long to preſerve Your Highneſs in ſafe- 
ty and proſperity ; ſo prayes 


VENICE the Hades of 
Movemoer , 1668, 


Tour Highneſſes moſt 
devoted. 


TACHENIUS. 


THE 


to the Reader: 
unetÞ deviſe mifcbief , lke a ſtarp Rator , and love evit 
more than good, and ſo raſhly accuſe and condemn. others, 
according to the Pſalmiſts words. But how eaſily their in- 
credible ſtupidity and ignorance may be , and is, obviated by 
me > by means of this Ancient rug Medicine, 
there are no better witneſſes then thoſe Noble and Worthy 
Perſons amongſt whom I live, and am daily converſant 
with. And as th: Rock breaks and repels the ſurging 
raves which aſſault it ( it ſelf , remaining unmoveable ) 
ſo it becomes me patiently to hear , and at the ſame time 
to contemn and diſpiſe the + ag. and non-ſenſical objeFti- 
ons of unskilful ones , without any perturbation of mind , 
and without any bitterneſs and wrath. . 

For on the 28th day of Auguſt, 1668 , having recerved 
a Book,, though Licenſed and Approved , yet full of ri- 
diculouſneſs and. folly ; a few days after ( my health requi- 
rin; it ) 1 went on 4 ſudden to Millaine, to that Illyſtrious 
P.rſon , The Lord Marqueſs Fiorenza , a Noble Senator 
of that City , and I cowpleated this Hippocratical Do- 
(trine.in my Chariot on the way ; yea , I had publiſhed it 
compleat , before the laſt of the Calends of November, the 
ſame year ( 1 mean as compleat as the nature of the ar- 
rument required ) unleſs the cenſure of the Inquiſiters had 
retard:d my purpoſe ; which I think fit, gemle Reader, to 
acquaint thee with. Favour me therefore , if thou art in 
thy right mind , and remember Hippocrates his Advice, 
which is, not to divulge or make known any thing , but what 
is within the Ken and Cognizance of Ruſticks and Plebei- 
ans, F ar ewell, 


Otto Tachenius 


HIS 


CE EL BM 


To the Ancient 


Hirpockatical LEARNING. 


C H-A P. 1]. 


Acid and Alcaly , the moſt Ancient Pinciples 
of Things , what thcy are? 


O know things is to know them by 
p| their Cauſes, as Ariſtotte Teaches in 
the firſt of his Phyſicks. Now the Cauſes 
1! are Matter, Form, and Efficient ; Mat- 
ter is thar, of which a thing is made, 
| for in Nature there is no thing which 
=4j is not made of ſome pre-exiſtent and ſub- 
ject matter ; Form, which gives being or 
eſe to the thing , and by which the thing receives its 
name, is it ſelf inviſible; the Efficient Cauſe is that, 
which moves the matter to its proper end. 
Hippocrates reduces all theſe three Cauſes into two 
nceliey and. ſufficient Principles , calling them Fire, 
and Water : Kaimgnd calls them Entia Realia ; Baſilins 
Pugiles., And in another place, Gladiatores ; others ſtile 
them Lis and Concordia ; Attrattion, and Repulſion ; Rare- 
b | f ation 


Fire and Wa. 
rer, 


The Principles 
of Hippocrates , 
Acidand Alia» 


h. 


Otto Tachenins , 


aftion and Condenſation ; Mal: and Female , &c. Bur 
I, for the clearer knowledge and explanation of them, 
do call thoſe two Principles of Hippocrates, Acid and 
Alcaly , becauſe all things in the Univerſe are made 
up of theſe rwo Univerſal Principles , as I ſhall gradu- 
ally ſhew by Experience , ( fo is alſo , that one only 
Medicine or Phylick of the Ancients ).To which yer 
a third doth inſeparably adhere : Hence arofe Sal, Sul- 
por and Mercyry , the Three Principfes of ſome Phi- 
olfophers, and rightly to, as will more clearly appear 
in the progreſs. Theſe two , either perpetually burn 
in Love one towards another, or elſe are at perpetual va- 
riance, are multiplied, and one is contrary to the other; ſo 
that the death of one-is rhe life of the other, .and that 
which one produces another deftroys ; that- ſo from this 
another more noble thing may again ariſe. | 
Hence itis, that Hippocrates with good Reaſon af- 
firms , That' theſe two Elements Fire and Water, or 
Acid and Alcaly, can do all things, and that all things 
are in them, From the Acid do proceed two Maſcu- 
line Qugpties , to wit ,- Hot and Dxy, from the Alcaly, 
as many Female ones, viz. Cold and Moiſt, all flow- 
ing forth for the generation of mixed bodies , for which 
reaſon they do concur and are commixed. The two 
greater Lights do preſide over thoſe two as Principle 
Elements. The S#n , is the Author of the Fire of Nature, 
and the Moon, the Miſtris of Humids. Matter or Hyle 
is therefore called the Principle of all things, becauſe 
all things in an inviſible manner, are generated of Fire 
and Water, From thoſe two is made up the innate Ca- 
lid of all things, which Hippocrates ſays, is very much 
in them, as they increaſe ; the matter will be moſt 
clear when we ſhall ſpeake not only to the cars, but. 
tothe eyes allo, 


CHAP, 


Sebel ab tiÞoſeiatn 
THF PREFACE 


COURTEOUS READER 


And Lover of the Ancient 


Hippocraucal M EDICI NE. 


"N the Inquiſt aſtey the hidden Canſes of Things , how 
| prone Men aye to erre and to be miſtaken , withbur 
the help of True Experiments , it eaſily appears by 
tat common , and in this age , Epidemical Complaint 

( which 1 my ſelf do alſo think not altogether groundleſs ) 
concerning the inconſiderate edition and multitude of New 
Boks ; partly, becauſe the raſh publication of the Writings 
of Scioliſts and vain Perſons, us of it ſelf odious, partly al, 
becauſe ſuch a multiplicity of raw Pamphlets doth prejudice 
even our common Studies, and takes off the minds of many 
from Reading the Books if the Ancients , which are full frawght 
with accurate Wiſdom and Inſtruftion : whence probably it 
may come to paſs, that the Studies Ml the Ancients, in n= 
gairing after Truth, may be leſs eſteemed' and regarded by 
#s.so Andif any one demand , why do I then pablifh this pre- 
ſent Traft? A piece Compoſed with no Mathrity of  fud;- 
ment , but thruſt forth 'in great haſte and temerity ; and 
conſequently , in 10 wiſe to be compared,” in point of Vſc- 
fulneſs , with the Mouumentsof the Ahtients: To him I 
anſwer , There are two Cauſes , which moved me arain to 
put Pen.ty Peper ,. and to emif to publick view this Piece 
of Ancient Medicine-, Firſt, in the Tear 1666, I Printed 
the neceſſary Opinions of the Old Philoſophers , © under the: 
Title of _—_ Chymicus; 41d there ſhewed by clear 
1 


Arguments deduced from Exerience p that Fire and Water 
| in 


The Author's Preface | 


in efſeuce, root, and pro exty, 0 ht to he eſteemed the [ ri- 
mordial Principles of all Things ( fince the Divine Old Man 
Hippocrates in his firſk Book of Dit treats of the ſame 
after the manner of the Pythagoreans,wittily enowgh,yet moſt 
obſcurely , pcrhaps fearing the ridiculous cenfure and inept 
confutation of ſuc2 as the Auſtrian and Norinberg Doftors 
' of Phyſick,, and their foul monthed companions , who are 
craft ly buſicd with their Ruſtick Muſe, only about the barks 
and outſid? of things ) becauſe in finding out the ſcer.t and 
hidd.n C-uſcs of thinrs , Theſe appear to be more power- 
ful , then all probable Conjettures and _— Placits of 
Philoſophers ; and I did it , for no other end and parpoſe, 
bur out of a d-ſire to know the Truth , which every honeſt 
man ſhould cordially embrace ; ſo Ariſtotle Teaches in the 
firſt Bock of his Ethickes, Chap. 4. Ir is better, ſays he, 
yea, it is our Duty, ſo Truth may be ſecured, toal- 
reand cancel our own Opinions and Decrees, Now 
whoſoeucr ſrall Read and rightly Undixſtand the Books of 
th! Ancients, wull ackoielh confeſs , that I kave as well 
in my —_—_ Chymicus, as in thy little Book, ſpo- 
ken the Trath, and that I have diſcovered Natural Princi- 
pl:s and Rare Myſtkcries in a clear Vein of Specch. 

In d. monſtrating of theſe things , I have obſerved the or- 
der of Geometricians, wh» from the leaſt point and moſt 
eaſy feundations, do gradually aſcend to matters moſt great 
and difficult , by which an ingenious mind at length cl:mbs 
even aboug the Stars : So alſo, The Ancient Bmnoriah 
cal Medicine and the Method of "my Science, in a convenient 
order , firſt , ſhew things I:ſs rare, yea, things moſt com- 
monly known , and aſcending frem them by degrees ,*It ex- 
tib.ts things more choice and excell:nt. So Hermes from 
an Egg , Hippocrates from Arts, Morienus from a Gar- 
ment , Baſilius from Ale, Coſmopolita from Colours, &c. 
at length in an admirable manner; as will in the Great 
As Lf. World ( for there is the ſame Reaſon in both ) have 
unlocked the Cloſets and Secrets of Nature , that ſo the 
Principles, Reaſons, and Canſes of Things may: be clearly ſeen, 
as it were in a Lioking-glaſs. 

By this my private, os, and ſafe methed, many Learned 
AAd.n (whom [ frall not name for fear of expoſing them to 
Ine 
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to the Reader. 


the ridiculous Cenſure of the Deans and treir Fellow ) 
being addifted to the Sturdy af this Ancient Phileſophy , have 
confeſſed. that they have reaped much benefit ; for in this 
my way , they have found that ſaying of Pythagoras, Na- 
ture is in every thing alike, to carry with 5t not a.conn- 
terfeit and diſquiſed , but a ſincere and infallible Trath, 

But ſince it is as old Calamity amongſk Men, that 
Vertu? is always oppreſſed by violence, but Vice and Falſhood, 
like fr.th and ſcum , ſwims a-top tm the impare pot of th:; 
World ; ſo alſo ſome have endeavoured to defame my Hip- 
pocrates Chymicus , which 5s ſupported by Ancient Au- 
thority , Exp:rience and Reaſon , and to diſpoil it of its 
Vertu: and Trmth, by mutilating words , and perverting 
Sentences; that ſo thy might not only caſt dirt in the Face 
of Ancient Medicine , Lo alſo be found falſarizs and 
committers of th: crime of Defamation againſt Law and 
Ri:ht, . 

'To prevent this wile, and to PP ſome remedy to this 
crafty machination , ut was altogether neceſſary for me to 
meditate and reſolve - a n:w Edition of the Ancient 
Truth ;, for I b:gan to think with my ſelf , that Young Stu- 
d:nts might reap much more ben:fit from my Dottrin: , 
»f what had been malicion/ly changed, prrverted and caſtrat:d, 
might come forth more entire and corvetted ; ſo that this is the 
ſecond canſe why 1 again ſct forth this part of Ancient Me- 
dicine , which I have Adorned and Confirmed with ma- 
wy excellent Experimems and Reaſons , drawn from th: 
Ancient Fountains of Nature ; And I have mercover [0 
clearly explained ths canſes of thinzs , that for the future 
no man m bis right wits can reaſonably impugne py Prin- 
cipal Foundations of the Trmth, So that Stud-nts , who 
love th# Trath ( of whom 1 hope ther? are many ) may 
be much aſſiſted by this Iagoge and Manuduttion, 

There is no doubt but virul:nt envy, the inſeparabl- com- 
panionof Vertdue , will obje{t it to me as '@ crime ( 4s ut 
dd herctofore , firſt , bzeauſe Þ ſhewed ihe ſincere way of 
/ublimating of Mercury ; which Calumny ' was heard by 
me not without lawrhtere, but that offence is to be par- 
doned to ſuch Fejune Interpreters of Natyre , and their Re- 
#:mtance to be hoped for : and fecondly , becauſe 31 p- -2S 
; Chap- 


The Author's Preface 


Chapter of »»y Hippocrates Chymicus , 7 taught the way 
of ronglutinating Gold and Iron ) I ſay, it will be imputed 
ro me that I now diſcover and bring to light, things hi- 
therto ſecret and concealed. But do you not, for this, raſh, 


and without thron;hly weighing my cauſe, condemn the guilt- | 


leſs , fer ir b:comes a Pudze to hear the Reaſons on both 
ſides of the Parties, betwixt whum he is to give Sentence : 
If it ſeem a fanlt that I have exhibited the Truthof Hip- 
pocratical Medicine, hitherto unknown to all of you , na- 
kedly before you, yet be not prefently enraged, nor caſt forth 
repreachful ſprcches againſt m: , but firſt of all conſider ; 
whether it having been ſullyed with falſe rcceits and im- 
poſtares, comers not now forth , nearer to the clear Truth, 
then remoter from it ? and next, whether its luſtre be 
nit more encreaſed than diminiſhed ? By means whereof , 
perhaps in a fitter ſeaſon, ſhe her ſelf will give thanks 
ro her Foſberers and Refincrs , neither will ſhe deny them 
her Patronage againſt the Crafts and Frauds of Impoſtors , 
nor with-draw her defence from them a7zainſt th: fierce 
darts of i1norance, leaſt the former , like wild beaſts, en- 
wying at another mans good , and the latt:r enraged and 
hood-winked by it own blindn:ſs, ſhould any longer contu- 
meliouſly and petulantly break in upen the ple:ſant Gar- 
dens and promiſing Crop of this Ancient Hippocratical Me- 
dicine ; and ſo tread down and lay wafte the praiſe-worthy 
Labours of ſuch Wiſe Men as have gone before us. 

Tis in vain for them to terrify me with their bug-bears, 
I ſcorn all their endeavours; for 1 have choſen Truth 
for my faithful and powerful ProteCtreſs, which ſhall now 
come forth and appear in open view , not as" fools do in 
licentouſneſs of revenge, repelling force by force, but with the rod 
of reaſon an ak, it ſoall] mit? and ſcourge ſuch fooliſh 
d:trattors , that my may repent of their ſimplicity and 
folly , and hereafter be aſhamed to ſnarle at , or bite this 


Ancient Hypocratical Medicine with their livid and im- 
pure mouths and teeth, It is thy part , Courteous Reader, 
ro ſtop the mouths cf ſuch Barretors , furiouſly railing againſ 
me , and to bridle their lying. and — 0 56 rongwes , beſt 
they ſhould $ory in their own wickeane 
long their heart ſhould meditate wnrig 


owſneſs , and their 
gongue 


Ps and all the day, 
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CHAP. II. 


Acid, the moſt Ancient Principle, as being Spiri- 
tual,zs not ſubjetted to the Senſure or Fudgement 
of the Senſes, ® 


Y Heppocrates Chymicss , in the Toth and 18th 
M Chapter , ſhews in Wine and Tartar, thar 

the Fire of Hippocrates , the formal Principle 

of things, can be ſeparated by no Analy- 
tick Deſtruction , nor by any Ingenuity of Art, This 
the Prince of the Academicks calls Forma. The Anci- 
ents ( as alſo the ſacred Philoſopher ) calls it L:ghr , 
and Swlphar from its Similitude , becauſe that ( like 
Sulphur ) it manifeſts it ſelf ro be both occultly Acid, 
and alſo pinguous ; to This they gave the firſt place, 
ſtyling it the Fital and Maſculine Spirit , becauſe in it, 
the ſeeds of all things are contained ( though impercep- 
tibly as to our ſenſes: ) for we muſt confeſs that all 
things do conſiſt of inſenſible principles , as LZacretins 
ſpeaks Lib 2. and all things have their original from 
it, and there is nothing produced in the whole world, 
bur by it, it hath its ſeat in the Air; becauſe the Wind 
carries it inits belly ; and the Father of it, ſays Hermes 
in Parva Schedala , is the Swn , whence the lofty wit- 
ed Lyllizs in Teſtament. Chap. 67. We, ſays he, with 
many others , call it the Child of the Sun , for 
firſt it was generated through the influence of the Sun, 
by Nature, without the help of Science or Art : And 
therefore Ariſtotle called the Sun the Father, and the 
Earth the Mother of all Vegetables ; becauſe the Sun 
impregnates the Earth with its vivifying heat ; which 
afterwards is turned into natural heaff, and thisis mul- 
tiplied by the wP and aſſiſtance of the heat of Fire, 
&c. Hereupon afterwards , it was ſtyled by the Phi- 


bſophers themſelves, The Somof Fire; as appears by 
Bernard d: Treſne in his third part, who calls Go/d moft 
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par: Fire So that if Gold. be Fire, and Fire the,Child 
of the Sun; and This, the Yital Spirit , which the 
Wind carries in its Womb , as Hermes. witKſles ; then 
without doubt theſe three mult be Brethren and all Chil 
dren of the Sun... 

And as the Sun inthe Firmament of Heaven, is judg- 
ed by Wiſe” Men, to be incorruptible , conſtant, and 
perpetual, and by its Author ig, endewed with {o ma- 
ny Embelliſhments , that Himſelt is faid to have placeq 
his Tabernacle in it; for which cauſe it is called the 
Form of Forms, or the Acid of Acids ( though it be 
not acknowledged for ſuch by the Vulgar , as neither 
is Gold )or the Univerſal Form , . which in the work 
of generation infuſes all Natural Forms, and the ſeeds 
of all things into diſpoſed matter; for every individual 
thing hath hidden in it a ſpark of this Zight of Na- 
ture, or Acid , whoſe Beams do Occultly influence 
the Seed with an Active and Moving Vertue. 
 SoalloGold, being the Oti-{pring of the Heavenly Sun, 
18 iNcorruptible , conſtant, and perpetual, of an entire 
Form , or a perfect Acid , and fixed, though, as I faid 
betore, it be not ownedas ſuch by the ignorant Vulgar: 
For unleſs it were A fixed Acid, how could the fay- 
ing of Philoſophers be verifyed and fulfilled : That 
which :s. perp-twal makes things perpetual , and. that 
which is fixed makzs things fixed, And therefore 1n 
the beginning Light was created: over the Ujverſe 
and contractcd -into this Body , being endowed with 
a vivifying Vertue and ſecret Fecundity ; I call.it an 
entire or compleat Acid fixed and conſtant , which yg: 
as Raimund ſaith , will make the empty Brain of one 
who*hath fcen nothing in Philoſophy, nor is ever like 
toſee, to be altogether fſottiſh and. ſtupid, Yet in my 
Hippocrates Chywicus, 1 have demonſtrated the Acid:ry of 
Gold , by two familiar Examples, which I ſhall now 
again reciteout of my late Hippecrates., for a ſold con- 
ftirmation of the, Truth , and the ſhame of all Zoiluiles 
and DetraCtors ; far if you dip the endof an Iron 
Rod in Gold melted or put to fuſjpn , the Iron in. a 
momeut will be turned into! Scoria, or ruft, as if it 
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were burnt with kindled Swl/phar ; now unleſs 'Gold 
were Occultly Acid and pinguous. as common —_ 
is, it would never corrode. Iron. Thoſe ſuperficial and 
vain Writers, who are enemies to the Dodtrine of Hip- 
pocrates, cannot comprehend this fixed Acid, who had 
rather ſec wiſe, than be ſo ; much good may their 
vain applauſe do them: I envy them not, for they 
know no ather Acid , but that which they dream ro 
diſtill from Copper, which they falſly call Spirit of Ve+ 
es; becauſe , out of ſloth, they deny that there is a 
fixed Acid in Nature ; as if That in Copper were Vo- 
latile. 

Secondly , The pureſt Gold iS\ifolved in Aqua Regia, 
inſtill Alcaly of Tartar into the Solution , which will 
drink up the Acid Spirits, even of the Gold it felf (my 
Hippocrates Chymicus , Chap. 7. ſhews the Reaſon, v:x. 
Becauſe the Alcaly of Tarrar embraces the Nature, e- 
ven of Metals themſelves ) and the Gold fo drunk up, 
falls into a Powder of a Yellow Colour. Croell'#s teach- 
eth this Prepatation in his Cordial ; ſo doth Beguinus , 
under. its proper Title Cerannocryſon : In this flightPre- 
paration , Gold hath acquired a Fulminating or Thun- 
dering force , becauſe its Sulphur, being of its own 
Nature , acetous ( to uſe the words of Sendivogine ) is 
aſſociated with Artificial Nitre , which affociation is 
made in the Alcaly of Tartar, in the very moment 
wherein it is poured into the Aqua Regia, containing, 
the diſſolved Gold. * The manner how this is to be 
done, is laid down in Hippocrates Chymicus ,. Chap. 7. 
( for thoſe things whichjhave been ſpoken elſewhere, 
and rightly by others , 1 will not unneceſfarily repeat ; ) 
ſo that* Gold ,* unlelis it were Acid and Pinguens , as 
common Swxlphxr is, would never perform Sulphurons 
Aftions with MNitre , as common Sulphur doth , with 
the ſame Nitre for Gunpowder. | 

If then the Sun , according to Hermz:s, be the Fa- 
ther of that Vital Spirit , which dwells in the Air, 
and Gold and Fire are its Brethren, the Sons mult 
neceſſarily partake of the quality , diſpoſitions and pro- 
perties of the Parent ; ſo that it muſt» needs follow by 
CCce Reaſon 


5 


Cratus Martdis 


Art's Fulmi-« 
4435, 


Gold is Subs 
phur, 


Fire Acid. 


Natit > Fire 
Acid. 


A Ali. 16:3 [m? 
WHs' 


Otto Tachenins , 


Reafon and Authority ( Experience allo a ftipulating 
thereunto ) that the Vital Spirit of ours , the Child of 
the Sun , as alſo Gold and Fire are Acid and Pingyu- 
ous ; wherefore Acid and Pinguous is a mot Ancient 
Principle , the Life and Fountain of all things : Writers 
give It ſeveral Names, as Fire, Sun, Gold, Spirit, 
Sulphur, Form , Humid, Calid, Dry ,, and many o- 
ther Appellations , all which are Synonymous , ſignify- 
ing the ſame thing , bur in different reſpects*diverſifyed 
into ſeveral Names : But I both. here and el{where, call 
it Acid. \ 

This Acid doth occultly lurk in all Seeds, becauſe of 
its ſelf ir is a moſt Maceable and quiet thing , in 
regard Nature hath implanted more of Alcaly than 
of Acid in every Compoſitum ( except Sulphurs ) and 
therefore it moves not unleſs it be excited, as we 
ſee plainly in Dough of Bread ; which being excited 
by a very little Acid Ferment, and by Heat , is mov- 
ed; and from that Heat and Mation the Acid is mul- 
tiplied ; and unleſs it were bridled and reſtrained by 
a heat , exceeding the inward (. e. ) by Artificial Fire, 
it would proceed to Virality and produce Worms. 
Hence it appears , That Nazxral Fire, 1s quite another 
thing then Arrfficicl ; and that theſe Two ditfer much 
from one another : tor the Natural or Soft Fire, ac- 
cording to Hippocrates ( as I have ſhewed in Dough ) 
doth Impregnate , Cheriſh , Infuſe Strength, and doth 
ſemblably perform all things in its Leſſer World, which 
the Sun , its Parent, doth inthe Greater World : Hence 
we may obſerve, That the proud Name of Microcoſme, 
doth not belong qQnely to Man, for every Seed, e- 
very Worm, every Member, ſays Hippecrateg , hath 
its Ventricle, and may be therefore called a Mficro- 
coſme. But Artificial Fire is an enemy to all Gene- 
ration , it lives upon Prey and Rapine , it ſubſiſts by 
others Ruins, being the Dettroyer of Life , and Enemy 
of Nature, 

Wherefore from the Sun, as from a Fountain , Na- 
tural, Acid, and Vital Light do flow forth; which, in 
reality are both one , only diſtinguiſhed by —_— 
Ce, 
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fice ; for it is the Office of the Acid , to pierce iuto 
the inwards of Nature, whereas LZ3, ht doth onlydiſ- 
cover the externals of things however the Beams of 
the Sun do operate both : So that the Sun is the firit 
Natural Organ , by whoſe Acceſs and Recels all the 
Operations of Nature are variouſly governed, intend- 
ed and remitted, Hence the Ingenious Coſmopylita , 
If there were not a Vegetable power in Sulphar ( that is 
a Pinguous Acid, and Child of the Sun ) Water woxld 
never be Coagulated int) Herbs. If therefore the Acid , 
flowing from the Sun, be infuſed into Matter ( as for 
Example, Mineral ) preſently it receives the determi- 
nation of the Nature and the Vertue of the Adneral. 

The like may be ſaid of other Animals and Vegeta- 
bles too , as Lally ſpeaks and becauſe this Natural A- 
cidity is coupled with all Matter in the World, ir 
hath therefore the Name of Mercary given it by the 
Wiſe. And though the Eyes of the Vulgar do daily be- 
hold this multiplication, and alſo incorporation of the 
Natural Acid ; yet they do not underitandingly-confider 
it. Take rhe Mine of Salt-perre at Padua, for anigam- 
ple, which is now exhauſted, but in Five or Seven years 
time, will be filled again,. for the Earth is its Nurſe, as 
H.rm:s teſtifies; whence it is , That this Spirit atſumes 
a Body init, and becomes inflammable Wire. 

But I have a greater thing to ſpeak off, There 's an 
Itand in the Txfſcane Sea, commonly called Zirtle Elbe, 
containing twenty J/talian Miles in - compals, very Rich 
in Iron, from which , that Metal hath been dug our 
for many ages, and is ſo to a ; ſo that not on- 
ly the Mountains there , but wo lllands allo muſt 
needs have been dug through and exnaulted ; yet ne- 
vertheleſs Iron once dug forth in twenty years , renews 
again, and now more and better than formerly, becauſe 
the Alcaly, or Mother of the Mineral tl:2re, 1s again 
exſaturated from the Vital Fountam ;. and takes the de- 
termination of Metal, ſo becomming Iron. , Alſo the 
evacuarcd Mine of Vitriol in Carinthia, firlt being expo- 
ſed ro the free and open Air, and afterwards: covered 
for ſollfle years, is again repleniſhed'; {0 ther Cal: _ 
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acutely Teaches , That the Roots cf things are in the 


Ar. 

If theſe things are ſo, as Experience proves them to 
be True , why ſhould not the Acid flowing down from 
the Swn into the Matter of a Flint, be multiplied in Ir, 
and be hardned into the fixation, conſtancy, and ficci- 
ty of the Flint? Since every individual hath treaſured 
up in it a ſpark of the Nature of LZ:g4t., by whoſe 
Beams the Body will be multiplied , as my Hippocrates 
Chym cas ſhews, Chap. 3. and afterwards, when the 
Flint by Artificial Fire 1s turned into Lime, or Calx , its 
Acid doth not therefore periſh , which, ſince it 1s fixed 
by External Fire in Vegetables, as I ſhall ſhew anon, 
why may it not be ſo alſo in a Flint? So that it is a fot- 
tiſh thing to deny, that there is Acidin Dime : but theſe 
are vain Arguments and Subjects, forged in empty Brains: 
wherefore leaving ſuch falſe Conyectures,, I turn my 
{elf to the Lovers of Truth, 


CHAP. III. 


Alcaly, what it 5? and how it is made, both 
by Nainre , and by Art? and whence 2t had 
that name? 


' A Sinthe former rIhave ſhewed out of Hermes, 
( X and by Experictee, That the Su» is the Father of 
Acidity , now in this Chapter I will alſo demonſtrate 

Out of the ſame Hermes and the ſame Experience , That 
the Moon is the mother of Alcaly; and as the Acid doth 
not diſcover it ſelf but to the Natural Philoſopher , ſoalſo 
Alcaly comes not forth to view or light , unleſs ir be 
detained by the Acid , which ſhe loves: And firſt, 1 will 
alledge the Operations of Nature , and afterwards will 


_ Mechanically demonſtrate how Arrdoth ape Thegp in her 
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Thales , Heraclitw , Hefiod , Hermes , as well as Hipps- 
crates , have affirmed , That Water is the firſt matter of 


all things ; The Writer of Geneſis ſeems to be alſo of the 
ſamemind: For all water is of a feminine nature, becauſe 
it contains and cheriſhes in it ſelf the Seeds of things, 
and clothes it ſelf with various figures. Inthe Afacrocoſm 
'tis made ſometimes Wine, ſometimes Vinegar, fome- 
times Aqua Ardens, Cauſtick , Oyl, &c. In the AMocro- 
coſm , 'tis ſometimes Choler , ſomerimes Milk , Swear, 
Blood , Urine, &'c. The root of all theſe is water, and 
that cold, which from the beginning was endued with a 
tenuious Acid or Lizht,. thar ſo it might be fir@wr to. re- 
ceive the form of mixed Boches; for 1o,. Fire is eaſily 
mixed with Fire, Light with Light,. Water with Water ; 
for unleſs it had been endued with this flender Light from 
the beginning , the Vital Spirit had never been able to aſ- 
ſume a body in it : For our better underſtanding, I now 
call that /itele body Alcaly , Experience fo directing me , 
See Hippoc. Chymicus chap. 19. The way which Nature 
uſerh in preparing that Alcaly, 1s taughtus by that No- 
ble Polonian, the Ingenious Coſmopolita., in theſe clear 
andexpreſs words , When Rain falls, fays he , it takes from 
the Air , that Vertue of Life ( which in the Chapter afore- 
going , I have ſhewed ro be the Acid Spirit ) and con- 
Joyns it with the Salt-mtre of the Eayxth, becauſe the Salr- 
nitre of the Earth, | ke calcin:d Tartar, by its Siccity , 
drawing the Air to it ſelf, which Air in it 1s Yeſolu:d into wa- 
ter. Such a forc: of Atrattlion hath th:t Salt-hitre of the 
Earth , which alſs was Air , and is conjojned with the fat- 
neſs of the Earth ; and by how-much the more plentifully the 
Sun beams do then affeFF it , ſo much the greater quantity of 
Salt-nitre is mad:, and by cOnſequence a plentifuller crop of 
Corn is produced ; and this is done day by day, Thus far He, 
whoſe ſingle Teſtimony , .culled out from many others , 
is a ſufficient authority for me to affirm, Thar the Acid 
Vital Spirit in the fatneſs of the Earth', by the Sun-beams, 
is fixed into Alcaly , which again, covers to be ſaturated 
with the Acid Vital Spirit from the Air into Salt, which 
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\ _ fays, inanother place, That this Spirig hath a Sifter (Alca- 
ng ug ly ) which it loves, and us again lovedby it , for its toit as 
hisSilteralcay, # Iorher. What can be more clearly held forth for thepre- 

paration of Alcaly , out of the Acid Vital Spirit by the O- 
peration of Nature ? I add, That if this Spirit be ſhot 
down out of the Air upon the Earth by Rain, thenit muft 
neceſſarily fall down alſo on the Water, and the ſame 
Sun-beams, which by Reverberation do fix it on the 
Earth into Salt-nitre of the Earth, doin like manner fix 
Ala r. Wa- It in the Water, if notyuato Salt-nitre, yetat leaſt into Na- 
ter. tural Alcaly ; with which all'waters do abound , except 
ſuch as gre diſtilled from Cephalick Herbs: the reaſon 
whereof you may ſee in Hippecrates Chymicus , Chap. 19. 
and in ſome places they fix it into Sea-Salt, other where 
into Vitriol , and ſometimes into Mineral , accordingsto 
the diſpoſition of its Mother ; as I have alſo ſhewed out 

of Llly , in the fore-going Chapter. 
Regeneration Upon this foundation proceeds the ſpiritual repreſenta- 
of Plar's pro- tion of Plants, concerning which, ſee Hippoc. Chyms. chap. 
rages 29. If any one doubt of , or deſire to know its Inven- 
Lol prone 16 tor, let him conſult and weigh this Ancient True Phi- 
bs lolophy , and the ſincere Studier of Natures Secrets , 
maugrethe Brawls of Scolding DetraCtors , will ſoon ob- 

tain his defire. | 

As concerning the Ignorant, cither Allowers or De- 
tractors, who write without any ſure foundation, 1 am 
not ſolicitous about them; for I know that Calumny 
(which is re4tin a Man's own power to avoid) leaves a 
guilt on him that caſts it; He, againſt whomir is directed, 
being innocent and faultleſs: Nay , nothing is more plea- 
ſing to an Honeſt-man , then to undergo Reproaches for 
love of Vertue ; for it is undergone in this cate , with In- 
credible Pleaſure and Alacrity , and being never long- 
lived, Ir again returns of its own accord without any la- 

bour to its Author: But to return, 
Malyinthe That Alcaly'is found in the Earth, Experience confirms 
Earth, by the Extraction of it , becauſe a Volatile Alcaly is drawn 
and ſublimated out of Earth, which hath not yet attain- 
ed any conſtancy ; whence, not enduring to be ſolitary 
and alone, it itrives to avolate into the Air, N 
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glaſs; for wateris the Liquor and Root of all things, as 
Hippocrates witneſſeth in his Books of Diet : Fire, ſays 
he , moves altthings , but Water nowriſhes all things. Hence 
Lattantins , Water us all things : Democritns allo was nor 
ignorant of the Vertues of Water , who thereforc affirmed 
that Truth. was hid or immerſed in a Well : So Hermes , 
Water 1s ſuſceptible and prodacible of Nutriment in Men and 
other things, and without Water , Nature operates not : See 
Hippoc. Chyms. chap. 19. 

For confirmation of my Aſſertion,, let us hear the No- 
ble by Natare, ſays he , knows how to produce 
fruits in the Earth , ont of Water , and from the Air to ſup- 
ply them with life : Which is as much as tofay , unteſs Its 
ſiſter (5. e. ) Alcaly, were'in water, which this Spirit foves, 
it would not ſubfift of it felf, becauſe it cannot be alone, 
as Hippocrates informes us ; and by conſequence it would 
produce nothing, but return into its own Soyl and Coun- 
trey. 
Hence itis that Hippocrates again ſays , De Natara parys, 
many things do happen ont of a few , becauſe all things 
produced on the Earth, do Extract a more copious ver- 
tue from the Earth, than they brought with them from 
their Parents or Originals: 'Tis the fame thing which 
Coſmopolita ſaid before for the generation of Alcaly, to 
which he adds Water, coagulared by the force of Ve- 
getable Sulphur into Herbs ; where it is to be obſerved , 
That unleſs this Spirit or Sulphur ( call it as you pleaſe ) 
did find fomerhing in Water , which it loved, atluredly 
it would never enter into it, and would coagulate no- 
thing ; for if Water , by the force of Vegetable Sulphar , 
be coagulated into Herbs; the ſame Water by the vertue 
of Mineral Sw{phar , muſt be coagulated into Minerals : 
and in like manner the ſame water by the help of Animal 
Sulphar into Animals : whence of neceſſity it muſt be 
Nutritive , if itought to undergo Coagulation elſewhere. 


So that Common Water is that Catholick and Univer- A Cutholid 
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And therefore to deny that Alcaty is in Water , is to fight 
againſt the graveſt Authors , againſt Reaſon, and againft 
Experience. And they which in like fort deny Water to 
nouriſh , gain nothing bur univerſal Scorn for their la- 
bour ; but ler us hear — ſpeaking in his Firſt Book 
of Diet, againſt thoſe who deny water to Nouriſh, and 
to be Coagulated by the vertue of Sulphur into Minerals, 
Vegetables, and Animals, yea into Humane Bodies them- 
ſeIves, ſecing Nature acts every where alike. - /n thoſe, ſays 
he , where Fire us overcome by the preſence of Water , ſome 
call ſuch perſons Sottiſh , others Amazed Ones , Stupids oy 
Dolts ; which Temper ts a certain auller ſpecies of Madneſs : Such 
perſons ds Weep and Wail , when no man troubles or ſtrikes 
them ; they fear things not to be feared , and are ſadned at 
things not at all belonging to them , and do imagine ſuch things 
as Wiſemen would never do. 

Wherefore it is good to Purge ſuch troubled Brains with 
Hellebore, provided Anticyra have enowgh to de the Feat: 
Thus ſpeaks _— againſt thoſe who deny that Wa- 
ter doth Nouriſh. | 

HithertoIhave demonſtrated out of 'ithe Shop of- Wiſe 
Nature, how the Child of the Sun , being Reverberated by 
the Sun-beams, is fixed into Alcaly , and how That Alca- 
ly doth again inceſſantly Artra@t the Child of the Sun , and 
to they are both condenſed rogether, To this Natural 
Operation , I will now ſubjoyn That which is Artificial, 
tliat it may appear how Venerable Antiquity did endea- 
vour toimjtate Nature as near as was poſſible. 

Art therefore takes Vegetables of all ſorts, Wood , 
Shrubs , Chips , Loppings, Leaves, Cc. all green and 
freſh (whoſe moiſture here is inſtead of Rain: ) it it be 
Wood, young Shrubs, or Loppings, which are made ule 
of, They may be burat inthe open Arr, or in a Chim- 
ney, and ſo without flaming our, be reduced to Aﬀfhes , 
leſt that which we ſeek for , ſhould return by the 
motion into Air , or its own Country, If :they be 
Herbs full of Juice, they may be burnt to Aſhes in a 
fired and lighted furnace ( Fire. here is inſtead of the 
Sun Beams, which reverberates the Acid of Vegetables 
into Alcaly ) which , afterwards are agitated -with - 
quic 
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quick flame in a reverberating Furnace , fit -for this 
purpoſe , till they begin ro threaten fuſion ; a ſure 
Argument that the Acid is fhut up in the Alcaly, 
and then they are called Alcalizate or Pot-aſhes ; out 
of theſe Aſhes , by 'means of Common Water Salt, is 
elicited by Lixivation ; then the Water is exhaled, 
till the Siccity remains , which is called, Fixed Arti- 
ficial Sal Alcaly : This Salt, having almoſt loſt its 
form, remains for the greateſt part a Vacuum ; and 
therefore being impatient of inanition, it again defires 
to be ſaturated with the Acid into Salt , that it may 
fulfil the courſe of Nature; as I have ſhewed before 
out of Coſmopolita. And as Nature doth inceſſantly and 
daily infuſe an Occult Vital Acid out of the Air into 
the Alcaly made by her , both of which do afterwards 
( the -heat of the Sun concocting them ) gradually 
riſe up. into Corn and Fruit ; ſo alſo, Art, in imita- 
tion of Nature, doth impregnate her prepared: Alcaly, 
lelt it ſhould wax barren , with an Occult Acid; as * 
for Example, Oyl , Fatneſs, &c. and by a continual 
heat doth by little and little digeft them, till it af- 
ſurge into Sope of a Salt raſte; or elſe it mixes it with 
things more fixed, either White Sand , or Powder of 
Flints z which mixture, being agitated in a ſtronger Fire 


( viz, of Fuſion) riſes up to Glaſs, - which muſt needs Alcaly with 
be of a 'Salt taſte, becauſe it is made of the Acid of Flint 1s mace 
Flint arid Fixed Alcaly ; yea, Alcaly faturated with fo $6 


much Acid , as to make it ſufficient for it ſelf, is 
turned into Salt ; and if the Alcaly be not ſaturated 
with Acid enough to diſſolve or ſlack the Flint , then 
the 'Alcaly overcomes the Acid, and the Glaſs attrats 
Humillity from the Air, by means of the empty and 
thirſty Alcaly, and ſo chinks and is broken, Hence 
Zoar ſays, That Glaſs may bs made out of any Herb, 
viz, when it is Alcalized , as my Hippocrates -thews, 

Chap. 4th. and gth. . | | 
Theſe things being underſtood; we are again fur- 
niſhed with Arguments againſt Thoſe who deny, Thar 
there jsa Fixed Acid in Nature; and as, when the Al- 
caly. exceeds the Acid; the Glaſs chinks, and contracts 
Dd 2 flaws, 
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flaws, ſo becoming uſeleſs ; fo alfo( as I have ſhewed 
above out of Hippocrates ) thoſe perſons in whoſe Brains 
Water excceds the Fire, do become ſo ſtupid and dull,. 
that by reaſon of their darkning. humidity, they can 
perceive no Fixed Acid in Nature. 

Now Glaſs is deſtroyed by the ſame Fixed Alcaly of 
which it is compounded and made; a. Poſition contrary 
to. Thoſe who deny, Thas there is no Alcaly like ro Ni- 
tre z then which, nothing can be ſhoken more abſurd, 

But tis no wonder , If. ſlight Dottors produce light 
Argumenrs, Therefore ter more parts of Alcaly than 
of Glaſs be 'melred: together into one lump, which , 
being expoſed to the Air, is wholly reſolved into Li- 
quor ; for out of what Glaſs is made, into That, and h 
That, it muit needs again be reſolved ; as Ariſtotle rightly 
Teaches. Pour AGneral Acid. drop by drop on this Li- 
quor , until the hifſing noiſe ceaſe ,. and the Alcaly 
be ſaturated into a Salt taſte or ſapor, and the pow- 
der of Flints finks to the bottom. Such Endimions , 
who think themſelves never ſecure, ſometimes think 
that this powder, taken by the Mouth, doth generate 
Milk ; and ſometimes they imagine it , though taken. 
the ſame way, to be a very pernicious thing. 

Our Anceſtors tell us the way of making this pow- 
der , viz, That Red hot Glaſs ſhould be quenched in 
the Aſhes of Bean Stalks; which ſpecch , though it be 
not improper, yet it is laughed at by the enſlaved and 
mancipated ront ; becauſe they do nor firſt reach how 
ro make a Lie for the quenching or extinCtion of 
Glaſs : as if Rhacizs had not expreſly taught us, That 
the Sayings and Writings of Philoſophers are always 
to be underftood according to the poſlibility of Na- 
ture , and not according to the ſimple ſound of the 
Words; for to. take notice of every minute thing ,. to: 
fuch as are Skilful in an Art , would be roo long 
and tedious. New the Word L2xench, doth necel- 
ſaruly preſuppoſe- Liquor , as ckarly appears out of 
Rbaſis : but my Anſwer is this, That the Sayings of 

Philoſophers are hardly underſtood by thoſe, who like 
rain perſons , ſeek for praiſe in Critical Gloſles, _—_ 
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been never enformed in the Operations of Nature, but 
have ſpent their time in collecting Receipts here and 
there, and Thoſe not well underſtood : And this may 
be the cauſe, why itis not given to Plebeians and Vut- 
gariits , to diſtinguiſh Things ; as wilLmore clearly ap- 
pear hereafter, 

After that Art inimitation of Nature, hath extracted Al- 
caly out of Vegetables , it preſently judges , that Al- 
caly muſt alſo neceſſarily lic hid in the MineraP Fa- 
mily ; eſpecially fnce Natwre is alike in allthings : where- 


fore It begins to burn and calcine Flints, with a naked: 


Fire , until part of the Aliment be waſted ( as itdid 


gn the Family of Vegetables; ). bur not being able, by 


ſimple Water, to extra&t Alcaly out of them , when 
they are calcined , becauſe the Fixed Acid periſhed 
not in the calcination , but again apprehended or 
catch'd hold of its Siſter, viz. Fixed Alcaly ; and fo 
both of them were concreted'into-a rocky ſubſtance : 
therefore ſhe begins to mingle Lime with three ; 
of the Alcaly of Vegetables, thar: ſo the Acid of the Flint, 
with two parts of Alcaly ,. might aſſume a Neutral Na- 
ture , and by the help of the *third part of Vegeta- 
ble Alcaly , one part of the Alcaly of Flint might be 
elicited ; for like hath gen eaſy inzreſs into like , as Hip- 
pocrates teaches , de locis in homine ; and lo , that mot 
powerful Alcaly for making of Sope, hath been extrat- 
ed out of the Family of Minerals, as is more largly 
declared in my Hippocrates Chymicws , Chap. 3. and 4, 

Moreover , the word Alcaly , 1s not new or lately 
vain gloriouſly introduced by Me; but it was invented 
heretofore by Philoſophers and Myiterious Sages, for 
the diſtintion not only of Things, but of Salts, work- 
ing in a way contrary to Acids. For Alphidizs, an An- 
cient Philoſopher, in his Book Entituled, Arora Con- 
ſurgens ; Chap 12. of Mineral Things, faith , As Sal Al- 
_ is extratted from — Lime , or Pot-aſhes, or from 
Calcined Tartar it ſelf , by means of a convenient moiſture , 
until nothing remains of ſharpneſs; ſo alſo our Salt, &c, 
The ſame thing, is afhrmed by Senior , a grave Philo- 
ſopher and Studier. of this Ancient Science, De tribms 
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lune imazinibus. Theſe things , with what T have before 
alledged out of the ingenious Sendivogius, may ſuffice 
to prove, That Saltof Tartar, of unſlaked Lime, and 
of Pot-aſhes, and ſuch as are of the like Nature, are 
rightly called Alcalys by the skilful ; and are indeed 
ſach (and not meerly Salts, as ſome. ſottiſh Doctors do 
inſipidly affirm :) For as the Natural Alcaly of Serdivo- 
cius attracts to its ſelf, out of the Air , a Spirit Occult- 
ly Acid to our ſenſes(let it ſuffice to have hinted this 
once for all ) is-impregnated by it, and they both aſ- 
ſurge into Crops of Corn and Fruit , ſo alſo theſe Ar- 
tificial Alcalys , being empty , are impregnated with 
all forts of Acids , as the Artificer pleaſes; and whe 
they are ſaturated, they take their determination from 
the Acid, according to the property and nature of the 
innate. Calid , as I ſhall anon ſhew mechanically :* So 
that it is not ſufficient to dream , that Alcaly of Tartar 
is purely Salt, but it becomes us to lay down the 
clear and demonſtrable grounds of this Doctrine, other- 
wiſe it will obtain no credit in the School of Truth , bur 
will be proſcribed and hifſed out , as a wicked and 
illuſfive thing, 

Let me now produce a Claufe out of Botanicks, con- 
cerning the Herb Kaly ; for they call the Salt of this - 
Herb Alcaly, and commend it for Vitrification ; neither 
did I ever read that Sea-falt , or Pit-falt , were ever 
uſed for making of Glaſs or Spe; becauſe they have been 
found by experience. to be ſaturated and impregnated 


with Acid, and not empty ; ſo that, They can imbibe 


nothing , but their own proper Acid ; yea , they dif- 
hcultly let go or part with their own Acid : and un- 
feſs the Alcaly did abſume in it ſelf the Fixed Acid 
part of the Flint, Glaſs could never be made; which is 
proved by the ſupernatant fatneſs , - which 1s no longer 
Alcaly , but called Fel vitri , which is unfit for Vitrifica- 
tion; for Thx being ſaturared with Fixed Acid , from 
the Flint, by reaſon of its Saltneſs, repreſents the. na- 
ture and appearance of Trencher Salt , and therefore 
is onely good to be given to Horſes and Cattel to ſharpen 


rheir Stomachs to, their Fodder , where Salt is very 
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Jear. And ſo, the Salts, which abſorb the Acid , are 
called Alcalys by the Ancient Philoſophers (and ſuch they 
are ) to diſtinguiſh them from that comman_Trencher 
Salt which we eat : In like manner , I ſhall alſo call 
them Alcalys, having Authority , Reaſon, and Experi- 
ence on my fide ( let Momns's bark never ſo much; ) 
wherefore in a Flint, conſtant in the Fire , and fixed, 
there dwells Alcaly and Acid, a Lefon, which the Deans 
and their Fellows never yet Learned ; bur I ſhall de- 
monſtratively ſhew that the Acid in the Flint is made 
Glaſs, and again , that out of the Alcaly of the ſame 
Flint is made Sope ; and both thoſe Principles by Alcaly 
alone, are divided into two diverſe ſubftances, very 
neceſſary for Humane uſe ; and unleſs there were Hals 
and Cheo ( 4. e. ) melting of Salt., whence Alchymy hath 
its name, men muſt neceſſarily want both Sope and Glaſs ; 
ſee the Preface to my CNT Chymicus. 
Wherefore the Acid © 


Flint , which of it ſelf is of Flint and Al- 


diflicult Fuſion, doth animate the vacuous Alcaly , which ly are fer- 


is of eaſy Futon ( for unleſs the Alcaly were vacuous 
ir could not imbibe the Acid of Flint) and both Theſe 
by colliquation; turn into a dark Maſs, which by rea- 
{on of Fermentation, of its own Nature caſts forth , a Salt 
froth , which being ſeparated, is called by the Skilful 
Fel vitrs, The Mals by little and little is clarifyed in- 
to tranſparent Glaſs , ſo that, That which erſ# was a 
Vegetable, is now by the Spirit, or Soul of the Flint, -turn- 
cd into a Mineral, and a rocky or petrousdiſpoſitio: 
and nature ( z.e. ) Glaſs : which conſideration is of grea; 
weight, For the Soul of the Flint goes forth and en 
ters into the Alcaly ( as the Pythagorians ſpeak ) or thc 
Vegetable Soul goes forth and re-afſumes the Minera 
Nature, and the Vegetahle is animated with a Rock) 
Indoles , ſo that for the furure, no Fire or Acid Li- 
quor can Overcome or hurt it; whence Raimand whit- 
pers to his followers, Take away its Soul , and reſtor. 
it to #t agaiz: and though the operation of which hc 
ſpeaks, 1s not properly concerning vitrification , yet it 
is of ng leſs value, ſince Nature in every thing is alike 
as -] ſhall ſhew in this Book, to the Prudent and Lo 
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ers of Truth : as for the prophane Vulgar , which nei- 
ther is, nor will be capable of the Study of this An- 
cient Medicine, I matter them not; I ſtudy to pleaſe 
but a few , for that which pleaſes the many, is not 
without ſirfpicion; and it is the Advice of Pythagoras , 
to follow the feweſt , if walking in a right path. 
So that Alcaly is : as the Female, in reſpect of the 
ER Ac d ( the Child or Male of the Son) and 1s its Siſter, 
7 which ir loves, and is reciprocally loved byit , as Coſ- 
. - mopolita ſpeaks z moreover , it is as the Aoon, which 
is impregnated with Light and Vertue by the Child of 
the Sun , whence the Aron is the Mother, as Hermes, 
and after him, othcr Interpreters of Natures Receſles 
and Secrets have phraſed her; for they call their Al- 
caly Lena, So that the- Anonymous Revealer of Natures 
Myſteries, ſays rightly , The heat of the Female anſwers to 
the Terreſtrial heat , whilt it putrifies, cheriſhes and pre- 
pares the ſeed ; but the Fire implanted in the ſeed, being 
the Child of the Sun , difpoſes the Matter, and informes it, 
fo diſpoſed. | 
It then the Alcaly receives, putrefies and cheriſhes the 
Acid( the Child of the Sun , that This again may ariſe 
into a new and Cdarifyed Body ('as1 have ſhewed in 
Glaſs ) it muſt neceſſarily perform the Office of a Afo- 
ther, and ſo be vacuous ; if otherwiſe, it muſt.be im- 
pregnated by the Child of the Sun, as Hermes and Ex- 
perience witneſs, Hence Hippocrates, in his firſt Book 
off Diet , ſighing at and lamenting the ignorance of 
Thoſe , who amongſt their fellows boaſt themſelves 
Wiſe , Men, ſays he, know not how to conſider and inferre 
obſcure things ont of ſuch as are manifeſt. Therefore to 
Aaly of Tet- diſtinguiſh It from the Acid of Common Salt, it is 
0 called Alcaly , not only by - Philoſophers , but alſoby 
Mechanical Glaſs Men and Sope-boilers. If therefore 
Alcaly be vacuous , and Acid, an imbiber, as I have 
ſhewed , How, and by what reaſon, can the Alcaly of 
Tartar be proclaimed to be purely Salt? and how can 
# be approved for ſuch? Surely ſo to affirm, is meerly 
a monſtrous thing, and an Old Wives Tale, full of fil- 
thy ignorance ; invented and approved only by R—_ 
ceads, 
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heads , but exploded and derided by the intelligent.and 
learned. Beware thercfore, O ye lovers of Truth, of ſuch 
couz.cning Chapmen , the matter 1s far otherwiſe then 
thoſe boalters do vain-glciouſly pretend. To Me they 
can do no harm, but I write this for the {ke of young 
and unwary beginners, that they may nor give up 
them(iclves to falſe Dodrincs, which woul! lead them 
out of the way; but that they may know for the fu- 
ture whom to avoid, | conclude therefore, with H:p- 
pocrates , That all things in the world are conltituted 
of Fire and Water, or of Acid and Alcaly; of rthete Two 
Inſtruments, all things in the Vniver/e aremade up ( 25 al- 
ſo is the Anczent Phyſick of our fore-fathers ) in which 
yet a Third is inſeperably included ; which is therctore 
hinted to us,under the name of Sal Philo/opborum : whence 
They called all bodies compleatly mixed &f Acid and 
Alcaly ( viz. when the Fire did not overcome the Water, 
nor on the contrary ) Salt. Hence aroſe that ſaying , 
In the Sun and in Salt, ars all Natures Prodgftions : 
yea , all the Grace, Ornament, Delight and Conten- 
tation of Humane Life could not be expreſſed in a fitter 
word, and therefore delightful Elegancies, which of- 
fend none, are called Salzs, nay , the appellation of 
Graces 1s alſo given to it. Hence St. Paxl, Cul. 4. Let 
your ſpeech b: always ſ.vory , ſeaſoned with Salt, adAniſtring 
gr.ce,&c, And the Scripture, not without Reaſon, often 
takes Salt tor an Emblem of Wiſd:#2 , intimating there- 
by , that the fungamcntal Knowledge of the Nature of 
Sal: , and of its Compoinion of. the Two Inſtruments of 
Nature, is of great Moment, If therefore determinated 
Common Saline Matter , viz. Alcaly, being informed 
by the Acid or Child of the Sun, as well in Scripture 
as in Moral Philoſophy , be called Salt , and the de- 
nomination of Salt be given ro it alone, why ſhould 
any defraud the higheſt Maſculine, being innocent, and 
which may be likened to the Sun , and rob it of its 
propcr Name : Reccive therefore from me the Sa/t of 
Wiſgom , and bctcech the Lord to give you all, the 
Spirit of diſcerning , for no age 1s too late to learn 
Truth and good Manners. Let Old Age bluſh, which 
E EC cannot 


Sal Pilo/ophe- 
LL 


16 


Wing, 


LS. 35 a 
Acad $1 


Otto Tachenins, 


earmot -amend ir ſelf, yet ſcorns' to learn ; for my 
part I am willing to infinuate and to be complaifant 
( as Ceſar was ) that Men nfay attain to 2 better Un- 
derftanding. Hearken therefore attentively , and give 
ear to the ditference betwixt vacuous Sl Alcaly and 
Common Salt , which Wiſe Men, by reaſon of its per- 
feft mixture, have compared with the Sm, 


CHAP, IV. 


Trenchay =» Salt, or the Salt which we eat, 
how much it differs from Vitritying and Sa- 
ponary Alcaly ? 


Sik 3 known he Praiſe and Renown of Trenchar-Salt is ſpread 


over the whole world ; fo that in Apologizing for 
it , I undertake as it were the defence of the Sun, a- 
gainſt a ſwarm of Flies, endeavoring ta ecclipſe its 
Light : Salt , becauſe it is ſo neceflary an Element 
for Mortals, that Mans Life cannat be ſuſtained with- 
out it , therefore Nature Exhibited it to us , brought 
to full perfection, and requires not from us ( as in 


our other Acquiſt ) any Uition, but only that we dry 


it from its aqueous Humidity ; whether it be Sea Salt 
or Salt from Pits. Principles, equ&h poized, do con- 
cur to its mixture, which is made in Natures Shop; 
ſo that venerable Antiquity hath determined, 41! Na- 
tures Perf.ttions to b: in the Sun and Salt; and it is 
called by Helzow, and taat on good ground, thc 
Chief of Salts , and is the Armoniack amongit them all ; 
yet notwithſtanding it is praiſed from the Countrey, 
whence it comes, as D.ofcorid:s hath it : See Hipps- 
Arates Chymicus , Chap.. 2. 

But the Fame of Alcaly hath not yet reached to-all 


known to meP, People , becaulc Efſentially and Corporally it appears 


not in Nature , unleſs it be made by Art and Uition , 
as well inthe Animal as Vegetable and Mineral King- 
doms; 
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Jars; yet with this difference; that ſome Minerals, Hot 
equally mixed , contain more of Alcaly than Acid ; Sul- 

phur, Gold , and Meat-Salt being gecepted , which 

h1ve more of Acid , as Lhaveſſhewed., Hence itis, that 

the Ancients have Writ , that this Virgin hath three Fa- 

thers , viz. Nature , Fire, and the Philoſopher : but here 
we muſt Note, that no man by the art of Uition , in any 
one of Natures Kingdoms, can Prepare any Alcaly ab- 
ſolutely Pure (5.e. ) deprived of all mixture of the Acid 
whatſbever ; he that ſecks to do It, will toſe his labour, 
Whence Coſmopolita, Burn , lays he, Sulphur from incom- 
bſtible Sulphur , and from its Soul , whole Grain and Fer- 
ment , indeed AMercxry hath in ir, as much as is ſufhci- 
ent for it ſelf; but make, that it may be ſufficient for 0- 
ther things too. 

Enough now hath becn ſpoken for the convincing of 
Thoſe that deny the principles of this Ancient Art,viz, That 
Mercary hath no Sulphur ſeparable from ir; 'T is altoge- 
ther vain, what ſome Maſters and Writers Vanit 
have thought ( ſays Geber ) for I have ſeen that It nr 4 
— from it, &c. Experience alſo confirms the 

Common Salt is of a Salt-acid taſte (5. e,) the Acid is 
prevalent in it; therefore it is incorruptible (if the Salt 
have loſt his favour, wherewith ſhall ir be ſeaſoned 2 ) 
Hence being moderately mixed with Meat, it conciliates 
a grateful taſte to them, and excites Appetite, 

Sal- Alcaly 1s contrary to a Salt-Acid taſte; hence if it 
be mixed , though but moderately, with Meats it gives 
them an unſavory taſte, and blunts the Appetite. 

Common Salt, by reaſon of its Acidity , preſerves Fleſh 


and Fiſh a long time from Putrefaction, and draws our. 


and attracts from them the Volatile Alcaly , which by a 
Retort 1s again caſily ſeparated , as Hippoc. Chywic. tea- 
ches Chap. 14. Y 
On rhe contrary, Sal-Alcaly doth conſume the Acid 

and promotes Putrefaction, Common Salt doth imbibe 
nothing of Acid, and therefore being dryed from irs A- 
queous Humidity » and caſt into Butter of Antimony, it 
Glturbs it not; Sal Alcaly being dryed, and caſt into the 
EE 2 {ame 
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ſame Butter of Antimony , is ſo far from not diſturbing ir, 
that in an inſtant ir quite deſtroys it ; becauſe it drinks 
up the Acid Spirits, and the Antimony falls into a white 
Powder. b . 

Common Salt being mixed with the Quadruple of Bol: 
Armonick,, and diſtilled with an open Fire, yields an Acid 
Liquor. 

Sal Alcaly mixed and diſtilled with the like quantity of 
Belgs with an open Fire, yields a bitteriſh Liquor , by 
reaſon of the Boſe, Inſipid and Aqueous per ſe, as Hippoc, 
Chymic, ſhews Chap. 10. 

n this place ] deſire the equal Reader to take notice , 
That the Proceſs concerning the making Yelatile Salt of 
Tartar , inſerted into the laſt Edition of the Reformer , I 
had almoſt ſaid Deformed Auſpurgh's Diſpenſatory,f. 247, 
was ſtolen out from my above-named 1oth. Chapter of 
Hippocrates Chymicss : And after they had ſtript it of things 
unknown to them ( as I can ſhew) what Further ? they 
murilate the Text, then load it with Calumnies , pervert 
Sentencgg, and prove manifeſt Falfaries. God lmighty 
curb ſuch Plagiary , Falſihed, Stoln, and Deformed 
Labours, which darken the minds of the Studious. In 
thar fore-cited Toth. Chapter, I did Experimentally De- 
monſtrate , That all things did conſiſt of Fire and Water, 
and that Water was the Baſis and Root, not only of Sweer 
and Inſipid, but alſo of Igneous Vertues, and of Caulſtick 
things, as of Aqua Forts, Alcalyes, Satts , Ojls, Vine- 
gars, Het Wat:rs, and of all things, in which the Acri- 
mony of Fire doth prevail. I fay , Water, and that cold, 
1s the root of all thoſe things; for Nature impreſles the 
Vertues of Ker things upon a moiſt Element ; Wherefore 
Moiſture is the firſt Subject of Nature, upon which Her 
firit Labour is ſpent , as I have ſhewed in the Third Chep- 
ter of this Book , and hereafter will make clear by plain 
and evident Examples. I ſay, for this end my Hippocra- 
tes Chymicus inthe fore-cited place, reduced many things; 
as allo Alc 2ly of Tartar ty Solution and Coagulation, into 
Simple Elementary Water , of no Taſte or Smell; 
but Fire, and the Child of the Sun ( forwhoſe ſake the 
Dance 1s made in that Operation) returns to its own 
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Country , and that for this Cauſe, That Man may not 
find out the work that God doth, Eccleſ. chap. 3. v.2. Sec 
alſo Higpoee. Chymicus Chap. 18. Theſe Surreptitious 
Doors have not only ſtoln out this my Labour , Swear, 
and Travel, to advartce their own Praiſes, but have al- 
{a efſayed to reproach the Author with infinite Calumnies, 
and toſuppreſs the Truth ; yea, they boaſt thatthis Sim- 
ple Elementary Water is Folatile Salt of Tartar in theſe 
Rhodomontado words: , 

And by this means at lensth , Courteous Reader, tio 
marſt be ſur: , That th:Vertwes of Salt of Tartar have paſſ:a 
through the Lembick,, ani That , thou ha#t, in ſuccintt words, 
rece-ucd a great Secret , d:ſtinated to thy own and neighbours 
Health , which uſe happily. 

Conſider , Friendly Reader , whether any thing could 
be more plauſibly deviſed by their Mightineſſes ? What ? 
to rob an Author, and afterwards to Defame Him ? and 
then to depreſs and detract from the clear Truth ? and that 
they may procure Fame'to themſelves amongſt their Com- 
panions , with a lofty Brow to Venditate moſt S:mple Wa- 
t r for Volatile Salt of Tartar , not only to the prejudice 


of ones Neighbour, but to the reproach of Phylick it 


{{lf-; which, would certainly be the Nobleſt of all Arts, 
unleſs it were thus treated by ſuch ignorant Brains which 
are far more vacuous and emptie than Alraly, Loe, this 
is the cauſe why now it is repured the vil: and meaneſt 
of Arts by the Vulgar.What Candid Perſon, IngeniousR:a- 
d.r, can be pleaſed with ſuch Actions, or gull'd with Pre- 
{crig tions ſtuffed with manifeſt Vanities,under the pretence 
of Phyſick ? Heretofore, he that taught Falſities was ac- 
counted Infamous and a Knave : Hence Cicero ſpeaks, Pro 
Roſcis, A mn may eaſily be deceived by a Knave. Their Brain 
1s pre-polleſled with fo many Abſurdities, that they have 
loit their Remembrance ,: and have forgot , That Water 
drawn from Alcaly of Tartar 1s moſt Simple ; neither are 
any of thoſe Vertues radicated init, contained theren , 
vhich Raimand, Bafilins, Hollandus, H.Imont and others 
Atcribe to Vel til: Salt of Tartar. Doth this Water which 
you have fo Diſtilled from Alcaly of Tartar, dillolve a 
Mctat, orat leatt the Stones of Crabs, by a eruc Solu- 
101 ? 
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taken by. the Mouth, augment the Vital Spirit when it i 
weak, with incredible Vigour ? To whichTadd , that Vo- 
latile Alcaly may be made, not only from Tartar, but 
from all Cephalick Herbs, which cpntain Alcaly In” their 
Aſhes ( z. e. ) without Clavellation. Soa Friend of mine 
extracted Volatile Alcaly out of Lillye Convallye,which was 
very Reſtorative: Yea, I my Self have prepared the ſame 
(of nolc{s Efficacy in 4dfoloing) from the outward Rinds 
of Walnuts. But, Baſilins , Heollandus , Helmont ,*and 


. others do extoll Alcaly of Tartar , becauſe it eaſily is 


conjoyned to and makes a Coalition with Fire of its own 
nature: Yet theſe ridiculous Maſters do ungratefully rail 
upon Helmont too , as well as other Learned Men, falſly 
accuſing Him, tor not diſcovering the way of Prepara- 
ring this Salt: But what need have your Maſttrſhips of 
Helmont's help? Since ye your ſelves are ſure that the Vertue; 
of Salt of Tartar have paſſed through the Lembick, , and that 
you have obtained a great Secret? Why do you reproach a 
Man who hath faithfully ſhewed you the right way? as 
I have done in my Hippoc. Chymic. in three places , and 
alſo in this Tra&t; clearly diſcovering the Preparation of 
this Alcaly; which, if you donot underſtand, yet dp not 
Revile, but rather blame your own _—— , and after- 
wards apply Cxpping- Glaſſes, and a ſharpe Suppoſitory, 
leſt our CE Grcls ſhould burſt aſiunder. has 
But nothing is more ridiculous than that which is whi- 
ſpered into the ears of his Followers in the ſame Text, / 
am induced by this motive to reveal this to thee, liſt I ſhould 
ſeem to be enviouſy affefted againſt many Writers of our Age, 
Plautws would fay to ſuch a man Aplauda es nequior, 
Neither is that leſs Jocular or Ridiculous, which ( in 
the above-cited place) they demand , viz. that the cu- 
rious Inveſtigations of Learned Men , for which they have 
taken pains , ſhould be openly and plainly diſcovered to 
ſich Maſters of Vanity , who know not how to diſtinguiſh 
Water from Salt ? as if it werenot ſufficient that 2d pro 
cxo were often enough preſcribed to pocy Patients, but 
that they themſelves muſt likewiſe have an occaſion ad- 
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Philoſophers? Da they noe know that Hippocrates Robes.” 


it in expreſs words, and allows us 0 divulge only thoſe 
things which ae known to Plebeians.?, For they do not 
underſtand the force and meaning of my words : Take 
this my ReduCtion of A/caly of Tartar into Wzeter , for an 
Example, they preſehtly ,, among the Unskilful , Vaunt 
This td be Volaulle Alcaly ; and do moreovet commend 
it for a Cordial with their yain yet ſwelling waggs. - By 
Theſe , and the like Fables, ſtudious Young-memMare im- 
poſed upon, under pretence.of-Truth , becauſe. they. are 
Licenſed and Approved by the Lofty Magnifque Deans 
and Profeſſors of Phyfick; Innocent Youth is eafily per- 
ſivaded that Truth Iyes in the bottam of ſuch Trifles ' 
not knowing, any more than their Maſters . how to di- 
icern Truth from Falſhood. But whar cffect ſuch and the 
like things can have in anArt , 1s manifeſt by daily Expe- 
rience ; 1 that it is grown, and not, without cauſe, a 
common Proverb, JMentiris ut Mcdicus ; Which therefore 
of all the Philoſophers ,, wauld take pains to inſtruct ſuch 
an Indocite, Quarelſome,. and Sluggiſh Rout? he can- 
not do it without doing great Wrong tohimſelf, and con- 
traCting an indelible ſtain of Infamy rtohis Credit, Leavec- 
ing therefore theſe proceſſes, which corne not forth upon the 
Stage without the laughter of Learned Men ; I converr 
my ſpeectuto the Studiers of Truth, and do affirm , That 
the Ancient Science of Phyſick goth not confiſt in com- 
piling of Proceſſes and Receipts here and there ſurrepti- 
tiouſly taken up, and perhaps alſo but ill underſtood (of 
which Perſons the Proverb ſpeaks true , 


Cum Charta cadit , tota Scientia vadit, 


He that for their Kflowledre looks, 
Finds it not ith'r Head, but Books. ) 


But in, the: true Underſtanding, and wledge. of 
Things by their . Caulcs,.., as - driſtozle, hath,- rightly 
taught , 4 1. Phyfic..- For þe that knows Things, by 
their Cauſes, is not only faid- to have Ex rience , 
Lut to know and comprehend Them perfectly. This 
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is the Foundation of the Ancient Phyſick ; and although, 
all Receipts with their Exſcribers , Subſcribers, and A 
provers, were utterly loſt and periſhed, yat thisAn- 
cient Science would remain unmoveable ; whoſe foun- 
dation I have faithfully diſcovered in my Hippoc. Chy- 
wmicus, by familiar and common Words and Examples ; 
but ſuch putative and empty Dottors , by reaſon of 
the blindneſs of their minds, cannot reach to'ir( I call 
0blindges, ſeeing all Knowledge is Light , and Igno- 
ance , Darkneſs ) as being 'long ſince excluded trom 
the Knowledge of the 'Truth : Enough now concern- 
ing this diſgziſed Elementary Water. There are many 
ſuckf like trifles packed together in the fore-named Di- 
ſpenſatery , which do not only caſt a blot upon Noble 
Phyſick , but do alſo redound to the Ruin of our Neigh- 
bour; Thin;z ill got , becauſe not nnderſtood, w.1l be a; 
badly ſpent, Burt theſe things requiring a Volume by 
themtelves , I ſhall forbear further ſpeaking of them ar 
preſent , and return 'Whence I digreſſled , Common 
Salr doth not waſh our filth, therefore Sope cannot 
be made ofit. Hence it was, that Nayfcca the Daugh- 
rer of King Alcinows , 'waſhed her Linnen our of a 
Fountain in the Sea-ſhore , as Homer notes, 6. Od. 
which Ariſtotl: rightly refers to the perfect mixture of 
this Salt ,, for ſeeing it hath no vacuity in it ( as Al- 
caly hath ) it can receive no filth into it ſelf, 

Sal Alcaly is vacuous, and by Conſequence imbibes 
filth , and Sope 1s made of it ; becauie it abſorbs the 
Occult Acid in the Oyl and Fat , which by a flow 
Concoction are converted together into Sope, of a 
Salt raſte, as my Hippoc. Chymicws hath it. 

Common Salr fortihes and ſtrengthens living Fleſh, 
it cures the Scab , Mangy, and other Diſeaſes of the 
Skin, as the Sea-fiſhers can witneſs; yea being mixed 
with Oyl, it cures Scalds. * | 

Sal Alcaly doth mortify and putrefy living Fleſh , 
as Potenrial Cauteries 'do witnefs; and the Hiſtory alſo 
ſhews, that” it purrefyed a 'whole living Man in a mo- 
ment , as it is mentioned in Hippecratcs Ciymicss , 
Chap. 4. 
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Common Salt with Sand, paſſes not over into Glaſs, 
becauſe it is ſaturated with Acid, 

Sal Alcaly, with Sand, is melted into Glaſs, becaufe 
being dettitute of Acid , it receives into its .Bowels the 
Acid of Flint , and by Fufion , becomes of a Rocky 
Nature; as I ſhewed before. 

Common Salr , makes Nitre impure , Sal Alcaly, 
cleanſes Nitre from all impurity, as my Hippac. Chy- 
micys teaches, Chap. 8. 

So we Read in Hely Scriptere, every Sacrifice ſhould 
be ſeaſoned with Salt, bur no mention at all is made 
of Alcaly there. . 

So that it is manifeſt, from the Circumſtances a- 
bove-mentioned, That Meat Salt, or Common Salt; 
tha Child of the Sun , and the Chiefeſt of all Salts, 
differs very much from Inane and Vacuous Alcaly ; which 
therefore I have ſet one againſt another, that it may 
appear to the Learned and Curious , that there is not 
a grain of Saltin thoſe .great Bodies of Innovators, who 
contend, That Sal Alcaly is a Salſam, and ſo do igno- 
rantly perſivade their unskilful followers : For there are 
no more Salts in the Univerſe, than Acid and Alcaly ; 
Acids are infinite , all which have one only Alcaly for 
their foundation, in which they ſubſiſt, and are incor- 
porated, as I ſhall Ocuiarly demonſtrate in the 6th. 
Chapter : So that all Salts., and all Things which 
are in the World., may., by an eaſy method, be re- 
ferred to Acid and Alcaly ; therefore it will not be a- 
miſs, yea pleaſant and acceptable , before I proceed, 
to ſibjoyn the Preparation of Medicinable Salts. 
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CHAP, V. 
The Preparation of Medicinable St als. 


Fins ſhewed before, That there is nothing in the 
Univerſe, but Acid and Alcaly , of which Two, Na- 
ture compoſes all her works; to which yet a Third doth 
alſo inſeparably adhere, as by degrees will be manifeſted: 
I ſhall now proceed to confirm my Propoſition of Me- 
dicinable Salts , and to ſhew , what they are ; becauſe 
I have not found Their Nature hitherto deſcribed by 
any Man , and therefore I think it worth my Labour, 
co transfer the True way of their Preparation, out of 
my Hippoc. Chymicus Chap. 21.- to this place , which 
will likewiſe declare their Eſſence, and Nature. Moſt 
Wiſe Nature, in the 3, Chap. ſhews us the way , how 
het Spirit of the Air is coagulated and fixed , to wit, 
by Fire and Water (5. e. ) by the Sun Beams and by 
Rain , for unleſs they both cBncur, the Spirit returns 
to its Original ; which They find to be True, who en- 
deavour to prepare Salts out of dry Simples , for, in dry- 
2n7 , the greateſt part doth exhale; and by how much 
the dryer they are left, the leſs quantity of Salt 1s 
procured from them; leaſt of all, yea nothing, from 
rotten Sticks and Wood; which though with great Care 
you reduce into Aſhes , yet you can elicite no Salt 
trom them; but on the contrary , the freſher and 
newer they are burnt, a greater quantity of Salt , will 
be extracted there-from. Therefore , for the Prepara- 
tion of Salts , our principle Care and Study ſhould be, 
That the Herbs be frcſh ( ſee Chap. 3. ) for then, in con- 
cremation the innate Acid apprehends the Alcaly, and 
the Alcacy abſorbs , or ſucks up the Acid, and they 
are both fixed according to the property of the concrete; 
but from that part ( which flies away with the flame, 
and 
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and , not being ſufficiently bound in by the Acid , goes 
to Soot) you may eafily extract Volatile Alcaly. 

Ler Green Wormwood be the Example, Take This , 
green as it is, and burn it in a Chimney or open 
Place ( but *Fumitory, or ſuch like Juicy Herbs , may 
be caft Green and Freſh, into a Red Hot Furnace, 
and the Mouth-hole be ſhut, that it catch its Flame : ) 
flaming out is to be-hindered as much as we can, for 
it is ſufficient that ir be turned into Aſhes , though but 
black z; which Aſhes are further to be Calcined in a 
large Earthen Pot, and low , or upon a large Iron Plate, 
of a lifted up edge ; Coals being kindled under , in 
the Wind Furnace , to the end that the little Door may 
be opened or ſhut, as there is need : The Aſhes are 
always to be ſtirred with an Iron Spatule , till they 
be very white. Note that the proceſs made this way 
is and muſt be more Sweet and Benigne, than that 
mentioned , Chap. 3. in the Preparation of Alcaly; for 
There the Aſhes are ſtirred and agitated with a quick 
flame , which are therefore called, Clavellated, or Pot- 
aſhes ; but here the Fire muſt not touch the Aſhes, but 
they muſt be ſpread on a large Iron , or Earthen Plate, 
or Table , which muſt not enter the mouth of the Fur- 
nace ( ſee the Contents of my Hippoc. Chymicws , in the 
above-cited Chapter.) Lay the Aſhes on a Linnen Acumi- 
nated Bag, or, if there be few of them, on Acuminated 
Paper, and pour Common Water on them , which, 
running through them, being pregnant with Salt, is cal- 
led a Lixivinm, or Lye ; Coagulate this ſtrained Lye, 
with a quick Ebullition , in a Frying Pan, not greaſed 
in the Kitchin, and make it up into a Maſs, which , 
when it begins to thicken like Honey , you muſt con- 
tinually move with a Spatxle, and it will be dryed up 
into a Grey Powder , which you muſt preſently lay in 
a Pot not Glazed, with a Cover, ( the little Door of 
the Wind - Furnace being ſtopped ) and cover them with 
Small Coals, mixed with the Powder of the ſame Coals; 
teifurely heat it, unto Brunity , not making it Red 
Hot, or melting it ; when all is cooled, pur the Salr 
into a Glaſs Veſtel , and diffolve it in a ſufficient quan- 
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tity of Water, ſtirring it between whiles, with a Wooden 
Stick , till the whole be diflolved : afterwards let ir 
reit for two or three dayes, when -it 1s clear, pourit 
forth from the Lees, without much ſtirring, and in a 
Leaden or Glaſs Veſſel placed in Sand, ſuffer the Wa- 
ter to exhale without bubbles , till a Saline Cuticle ap- 
pear : Then remove the Veſſel ; and the next morning 
gather up the Splendent Grains of Salt , which are to 
be waſhed with clear Water , with a quick motion, and 
dryed; put the remaining Eye again into Sand , that 
the Water may exhale , as before, unto the Curicle, 
Both” theſe Salts are ro be kept rogether joyntly in 
one Veſſel. Ir-is to be obſerved , . that Salrs this way 
{wcetly prepared , do reſemble the Crafss of their Con- 
cretes, the reſt of the Lixiviam being of an Urine-like 
taſte and ſtinking ſmell, is to be left for waſhing of 
Glaſſes. This is the eafie and natural way to prepare 
Salrs of Vegetables, which do never melt of themſelves, 
neither are of an ungrateful taſte ; for they are com- 
pounded of their-proper Acid and Alcaly by Concre- 
mation : A pound of Theſe Aſhes yields almoſt four Ounces 
of the pureſt Salt, but four Pound of the Aſhes of dry 
Herbs will ſcarce afford one Ounce of Salt, 
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Have ſhewed before that Water would be coagulated 

by the force of Vegetable Sulp-zr, into That, of whoſe 
Determination S#lphar was : It is the property of Salphur 
to be Occultly Acid and Pinguous , as I have ſhewed in 
Chap. 2. which in Vegetables is always Voltile. 
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Take therefore eitheir Wood, or Meal(whoſe Spirit theſe 
Magnifick Ridiculous Maf#ers do proclaim and approve 
far Acid Spirit of Sal Armoniack,) or any ſimple Yegera- 
(1: , whatever itbe; yea, or the very grains of Kermes , 
and Dittil through a Retort the Pinguous Acid Liquor , 
which is called, and is, S#/phar of the Grains of Kermes ; 
or any other Yegetabl: ( which their Maſterſhips hitherto 
were ignorant of ) upon- this Liquor pour Alcaly of Tar- 
tar ( which anſwers to Water, the Fire being taken away, 
as my Hippoc. Chymic. teaches Chap. 10.) till the Strep:tis 
ccale ; Itrain this Compoſitum through Paper, and dry it 
up by cegrees into the confiltency of Honey, and the 
Tartar of the Grains of Kermes, or, as ſome call it, 
The eſſential Salt ,, will concrete in it whenit is cold: But 
if you defhire to turn 1t 11to Pure Salt, heat it ina Pot not 
Glazed , ſcarce to Bruniry , only that the exceeding Pin- 
guoutnels may deflragrate ; or elſe put it into a Retort, 
and diftil the Oyl from the empty Cuppel :. Diflolve the 
black Maſh with Common Water , let the Solution reſt 
for three days, til] it be clear, then poure 1t out leafire- 
ly, and inaGlats Veſlel placed in Sand, - Exſiccate it to 
the Cxticle, and the next morning you may collect a Salr 
of the ſame Vertue, that the Acid, which you poured on 
the Alcaly , was off; ſo that the Alcaly is brought to the 
will and pleaſure of the Alcaly. 

As the Acid Liquor diſtilled trom the Grains , doth Im- 
pregnate the Alcaly with 1ts-Vertue , which from thence 
receives 1ts determination , ſo that it may be called , and 
1s S lt of gra'ns of Kerm?s; So alſo poure diſtilled Vinegar 
on the tame Alcaly , as much as it can imbibe (« e. ) to 
Saturity ; Which you may know when the Strep:tus cea- 
{cth , and the ſmell of Vincgar breaths out : ' Coagulate 
the Impregnated Alcaly to Siccity , and though the Vi- 
ncgar was diitilled and the Alcaly of Tartar moſt Pure, 
yet the Coagulums 18 very Impure, Sordid, and Black, by 
reaſon of the Pinguoulneſs of the Vinegar ;z which being 
ſeparated , doth therefore catch or conceive Flame. Dit- 
ſolve this black Maſs in clcar Water ; let as much as 1s dif- 
ſolvea, relt for three days, then ſeparate through Paper , 
the Pure irom the Impure ; dry the Pure again, as bctore, 
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and you ſhall have Regenrratrd Tartar ; Diltil this otit,of 
a Retort, as we do Tartar of Wine , and it will afford an 
Oyl, more orleſs Fetid ( according to the quality of the 
Wine, of which the Vinegar was made; ) and a bitteriſh 
Liquor, ſuch as Common Tartzy 1s wont to yield. The 
Faces, or Caput Mortunum , unleſs by the vehemency of 
the Fire it be turned to Glaſs, you muſt again diffolve in 
clear Water, and ſtrain and coagulate it into true Alcal; 
of Tartar, as if it were left of the Common ; SO that the 
lame Alcaly of Tartar being Impregnated with Ac:d S/- 
phar from the Grains of Kermes, follows the nature there- 


of, and becomes Salt of grains of Kermes; and the ſame 


Alcaly Impregnated with Vinegar , imitates the nature 
of the Vinegar, and performs that which T.rtar of Wine 
doth; like as a Woman, who being Married to a Man, 
loſes her Father's Name, and takes that of her Husband: 


For Nature is alike in all things , as Pythagoras, and aft-, 


ter him, Hippocrates have taught, -Burt I have a greater 
thing in my mind ; yet before I come to it, I mult repeat 
ſome Experiments out of my Hippocrates Chymicus. Diltil 
therefore out of a Retort, with an open Fire, Common 
Salt with four parts of Bele Armonick; all of them firit re- 
duced into a fine Powder ( it will ſucceed more happily 
if they be mixed and blended rogether , for then they will 
eaſily fall through the Sieve) poure the Acid Liquor 
which comes forth yon the Pure Alcaly of Tartar, till the 
Strepitus ceaſe , and the Alcaly be Impregnated ; Exhale 
this Mixture in a Glaſs Veſlel, with a gentle heat, or<clſe at 
the Sun, until the Film or Cuticle concrete a-top, and the 
next morning, when all is cooled, you ſhall have fplen- 
dent grainsof Common Salt; So that the ſpirit of Salt in 
the Alcaly of Tartar returns into true Common Sl. 

As you have done with Common Salt , ft in like marner 
do with Nitre, whoſe ſpirit in the Alcaly of Tartar be- 
comes true Nitre, conceiving Flame, and is a Remedy 
for the Qnintey ; ſee Hippoc. Chym. Chap. 21. So allo 
an Acid Spirit is elicited from Allum , with which let the 
Alcaly of Tartar be fo far impregnated , as above-ſaid , 
till che hiſſing ceaſe ; which Liquor in a ſoft Fire is coa- 
gnlatedinto Allum ; ſothar the Acid Spirit, nor only - 
a 


by 
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ly of all Vegetables, but of all middlefort of Minerals , 
re-afumes a body in the Alcaly, and becomes the ſame 
thing , from whence the Acid Spirit was drawn forth. 
But the Acid of Sulphur , becomes not Sulphur in the 
Alcaly,becaulc it hath loſt its terreous pinguouſheſs by the 
Flame z but it is ſublimated into True Sulphur , with 
Sand or Flints ground to Powder , for it finds in them 
That to which it may aſſociate it ſelf and overcome 
it, as Hippo. Chymicus ſhews, Chap. 21. 

Theſe Experiments do evince the Truth of That , 
which is laid down in the 1. Chapter, viz. That the 
Spirit of the World , or Child of the Sun, is Acid and 
Pinguous ; and that this Pinguouſneſs or Sulphur doth 
participate of a third , which, as 1 have ſhewedin the 
{4id firſt Chapter , doth inſeparably adhere to Fire and 
Water; which 1 will now morc clearly demonſtrate in 
Vitriol , anJ4 in the Anatome thereof; wherefore it 1s 
vain, ignerant, and againſt all Truth, what they ſcri- 
ble, viz, that Acids do not prevail over Alcalys, nor 
draw them hither and thither, as they pleaſe. 


To convince ſuch vain Talkers , diſtill the Spirit Out SPtric of Vitrie 
of dryed Vitriol , the common way , which is Acid ®: 


Sulphureous , which you muſt rectify , or diſtill once 
more , out of a Retort , placed in an empty Cuppel ; 
on which pour on leiſurely, ſo much of the Alcaly of Tar= 
tar , till the hiſſing and ebullition ceaſe, (for if you 
pour it in haſtily , they will both grow hor, by rea- 


ſon of the fiery Nature in both Subjects :) exhale the Alcaly rege- 
ſuperfluous , Inſipid , and Aqueous Humour , till you Perated irts 
ſee the appearance of a growing Cuticle. ( Here you Viv) 


muſt obſerve, that if both the Alcaly and the Acid were 
not firlt ſufficiently diluted, before their Conjunttion, at 
their very firſt Meeting and Coalition , the White Pow- 
der of Vitriolated T artar will fall , and there will be no 
Chryſtalline Grains produced :) Then remove the Veſſel 
from the heat, and ſetit in a cold place, and in 'tbe 
morning you ſhall find Shining Grains ariſing and re- 
ſembling the form of Vitriol, becauſe rhe Acid Spirit 
hath drawn the Alcaly to its own pleaſure (5. e. ) into 
the form of Vitfiol, This White Vitriol , they call /:- 
triolate 
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triclate Tartar , but: I call it: Regencrated Vity.ol ,- what- 
ſoever the ignorant multitude do murmur to the con- 
trary : for the Acid of Flint in the Alcaly is rege- 
nerated into a Pellucid , Frangible, Rocky Subſtance, 
which afterwards neither Fire, nor any Acid Liquor 
can deſtroy ; as I have ſhewed in its place concerning 
Flint ; and ſhall ſhew hereafter , concerning Coral. , 

The Occult Acid of Oyl, in the Alcaly, is regenerated 
15to Pinguous Salt Sope. 

The Acidof Grains of Keraves in the ſame Alcaly, be- 
comes the Son of Kermes (4. e. ) Salt. 

The Acidof Common Salt in the ſame Alcaly becomes 
a Salt of the ſame Nature. 

The Acidof Nyre in Alcaly., becomes Irue Mitre , 
conceiving Elame , and is a remedy for the Quin zey. 
The Acid of Allum in Alcaly , becomes True Allum ; 
The Acid of Wine in Alcaly becomes Tart:r, ard all 
the other. Acids, are regenerated in Alcaly their Mo- 
ther : Why ſhould not then the Acid of Yiriol , rege- 


he nerated in Alcaly, be called regeneratedVitriol? Isit he- 


Cauſe it is not blackned with Gauls, as Fitricl ot Iron is; 
or becauſe it cannot be dittilled as Common Yitriol may, 
as ſome fooliſhly give forth ; but why will you fantaiti- 
cally put a force upon MNatzre from thoſe Accidents 
which are not common to all Vitriol? Surely that Wiſe 
A1;ſtriſs doth little eſteem not only the contumehes of 
venemous Tongues , bur ſhe doth as much under- 
value the old doting Fables of Wordy Doctors, who 
refuſe to learn. Attend therefore diligently, that you 
may be informed , That, asI have ſhewed a little before 
of Acids; They bring Alcalyes to their will , ſo it muſt 
needs happen here: For when Natural Acid hath by 
chance corroded immature Iron, then they are both co- 
agulated into Vitriol of Iron; which being mingled with 
Juice of Galls, yields a black colour, by reaſon of the 
Iron, and not by reaſon of the Acid. And when the ſame 
Natural Acid hath by chance corroded immature Cop- 
per, then they are both coagualted into Vitriol of Cop- 
per; which, though mixed with Juice of Galls , grows 
nottlack; yet it is, andisalſo called beth by the Sri 

fu; 
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ful and Unskilful, Yitriol, That Natural Acid drawn 
forth by Diſtillation, when it hath corroded Iron, is co- 
agulated again into Vitriol of Iron, of a green colour. 

The ſame Acid when it hath corroded Copper , they are 
both coagulated into Vitriol of an * Azure colour. 

So theſame Acid, whenir hath corroded Alcaly of Tar- 
tar , they are both coagulated into Vitriol of a White co- 
lour , which is nothing clſe wy regeneratedVitriol , as my 
Hippecrates ſhews Chap. 17. Which Book would wiftyyou 
to read over before you rail againſt the Works of Nature. 

But why your Common Vitriolate Tartar cannot bediſtil- 
led, I will now clearly demonſtrate ; That Natural Aci- 
dity , which hath corrodedIron, being Healthful , Grate- 
ful, and Precious, is fought after by many , but found by 
few ; 1 ſay , This is attempted. to be extracted our of the 
corroded and immature Metal, by Art, and the help of 
Fire in Diftillation; but ſeeing it cannot never be alone ( as 
H,p.de Diet, hath taught) it caſily carries off with itits like 
(4. e.) the Immature and Volatile Metalline Swiphwr, be- 
cauſe the wind carries bath in its womb, and it becomes 
Common Spirit of Vitriol , Auſtere and Corrofive , by 
reaſon of the inſeparable immature Metalline Su/phur mix- 
ed withir. . 

This Common and ſouriſh Liquor of Vitriol, however 
rectified, yet contains in it the Sulphureous Liquamen of 
the Metal , upon thisground that it can never be aloxe, as in 
the progreſs will clearly appear. If this Spirit , or Li- 
quor, be poured on Alcaly of Tartar, untilthe noiſe ceaſe, 
The Alcaly is impregnated , but not with a Natural, but 
a Metalline Acid , theAuſt erity of the immature Metal- 
line Sulphur , having the dominion; and ſo a Sox is be- 
gotten, which muſt needs reſemble the properties of his 
Father ( 5. e. ) be fixed and conſtant in the Fire, Lo, 


here your DoForſhips may ſee the reaſon why your Vitri- 
olate Tartar cannot be Diftilled? For in that inſtant of 
Coition , when the more powerful is embraced by rhe 4l- 
caly, The third, becauſe it is weak ,is ſtrangled and ſlain; 
as will appear by little and little ro the Reader, This is 
That, which the barren approvers, with thoſe which 
went before them) were hi 


rt9 ignorant of, 


I 
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I do call (together with the company of Ancient Phi- 
lofophers ) This Son of Meralline Sulphur , R-generated 
Vitriol , becauſe it hath laid down its Iron , or Earthly Bo« 
dy , and ſhines again , re-produccd 1n a brighter form, 

Wherefore the {oul of the imperfect Mctal, hid in the 
ſowre Acid Spirit, forms to it ſelf a Fixed Body in the 4l- 
caly of Tariar ; Whence it clearly appears, That the Spirit 
1s the Vehicl: of the Soul , and the Vinculzm, binding Soul 
and Body together; which in the ſubſequent Ditcourſe 
will more evidently appear to the Studious Lovers of the 
Truth. 

Let us now hear Baſilins Falentings , ſpeaking of this 
Two-fold Spiritof Y'itriol (not to mention mine own Ex- 
perience) in His Book called, R-petitio Lapidis Mayni , 
in theſe words , And that you may und:rſtand Vitriol , lays 
he, you.muſt know that it hath two Spirits , a White and 4 
Red ; the White is white Sulphur, the Red i red Sulphar ; 
He that hath Ears to hear,l et hins hear ; And let him diligently 
mark, and forget it not , for it is a difficult ſaymg , and cvery 
word us of great weight ; the White Spirit of Vitriol s Acid, 
amiabl: , very grateful! to the Stomach , like Nettar to th: 
Bowels, and profitavle for Univerſal Conco:tion ; but the Red 
is much tore Acid , and more weighty than the White, and 
therefore re; rires alonzer time to be extratted by Diſtillation, 
Hitherto Baſil us. He that defires more , let him conſult 
the cited place , the. words are of great weight, and for 
good reaſon cited and tranſcribed here. 

If therctore the compoſition of Y:triol be of the Natu- 
ral Acid, amiable, and, of a ſwect ſmell, like Nectar to 
the Inwards; ia which no ſenſible biting Is perceived by 
the Tongue , but a ſpiritual and grateful Acidity ( Let 
Baſilins, Acid Waters , and Experience , beall witnecfles ) 
and of Immature Sulphureous Metal , which Two cannot 
pollibly be ſevered by Diſtillation ; for the Natural Acidi- 
ty, Which is highly Volatile, aſcends not without its Com- 
panion ,, the Acid Sulphur of the immature Metal, becauſe 
it cannot be ale, as I have ſhown out of H:ppocrates , 
and haye allo learned by experience; it remains there- 
fore that it muſt be catch'd by crafty hands , and that 


in a fit time too,, when it is alleep, 
There 
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Natures Secrets may take to procure this grateful and 
much ſought for Ac:i4, which though many, yet all con- 
duce to one end, as Gebcy rightly obſerves; yet This way 
15 not to bedeſpiſed, though the ignorant do contume- 
lioully charge 1t to procure vomiting , and raiſe many o- 
ther Symptoms. Ah unhappy Parients ! what Minitters 
of Nature have you got ? I ſpeak not to deaf oncs , as 
being uncapable, but to you who love the Truth, 1 de- 
yote and offer this my work. 

Difſolve then #3tri9l of [ron (I fay of Iron, which hath 
no ſmctl of Copper ; if This cannot be had, prepare 
That as Nature her ſelf ſhews the way , Hippoc. Chymis. 
Chap. 28. For That which 1s Artificial ,, of the Diſti}- 
lcd Acid of Vitriol and Iron, will not ſerve here; ſee 
Hippoc. Chymic, Chap. 17.) The Roman is the beſt; Initill 
into this clear Solution, the pureſt Alcaly of Tartar, 
which preſently attracts and conſumes the Natural Acid; 
The Acid and Alcaly do not wax hot in this Con- 
junCtion., as betore in the Common Prepar.ction of Vitrs- 
olate Tartar ; becauſe the Fire , or the Sulphur of the 
Immature Metal covets the Fire, and for the greateſt 
"art is ſeparated from the Natural Spirit , as by degrees 
I ſhall Mechanically demonſtrate ad oculam. If this Com- 
poſition ſeem to thee too thick, ſo that the Immature 
Metal cannot fall down, dilute it with Water, and it 
will the ſooner fall. Let it not be tedious to thee, to find 
the Moment of Saturation , which after "the firſt Filtra- 
tion will eaſily follow ; orif the Alcaly do overcome 
the Acid , it produces no other inconvenience, then 
the lotsof time m cigcſtion, That tre Immature Me- 
tal may ſyblide (tec 7!:;ppac. Chym.cus Chap. 10.) Exhale 
leaturely, unto the Cuticle , the clear Liquor placed in 
2 Bath of Dew in a Glaſs Vellel ( being acuminated un- 
der or in the bottom , tg the end, that if there be any 
of the Immature Metal , ir may be ſeparated 1n the 
heat at the bottom ) and when 'tis cold, youſhall find 
Spl:ndent Chrytals, which do neither hear nor turn the 
ftomach, as Common Vitriolate Tartar doth ;. for they 
have not the Sowre and Corrofive Sulphureous Liqua- 
Gr g2 men 
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men of the Immature Metal , and therefore are much 
to be, prized in- Phyſick. Lo here the Rudiments out 
of the Hippocratical and Pythagorical School., which: 
are enough for the Ingenious ; neither 1s it lawful to. 
diſcover All plainly; Theſe and many other Things are- 
to be reſerved for Oxzr followers : Concerning the- Ver- 
tucs of this Vitrwolate Tartar , fee Crellias, and you will 
act ſecurely : | ſay no more, for it ſhews it ſelf tobe 
a moſt powerful Hercales. 

'Tis true indeed , That one Ounce of this Vitriol:te 
Tirtar , requires at the beginning about three Ounces of 
Alcaly , becauſe firſt it mortifies the Immature Sulphur 
of the Metal, and afterwaids draws torth the Natural 
Acid. An Example of w!,ich Operation [ have given 
Chap. 3. concerning the L: v;viu#z of Sopc-boilers, viz, 
where Vegctable Alcaly doth firit mortifie the Acid of 
the Calcined Flint, which is unfit for the Lve, and doth. 
concrete it into a rocky ſubſtance, for contr-rics are Coa- 

ulated by contraries ; and afterward the ſame Vegetable 

Alcaly doth elicite and draw forth from the Calcined 

Flint a moſt powerful Alcaly , becawſe like is &ſſolved, 
drawn, and jojned to its like ; The ſame Action is alfoper- 
formed in this our regenenerated Vitriol ( or YVitriolate Tay- 
tar , Call it as you pleaſe) yet with this difference, That 
the Alcaly of Tartar is turned with the Immature Me- 
tal into its Coagulum ; and afterwards it abſorbs the 
Natural Acid ; which difference is to be obſerved , be- 
cauſe it is uſeful. See alſo Hippac. Chymicas Chap, 3. and 4. 
where the Example of Sope is not without Cauſe pro- 
pounded, noT is 1t to be thought uſeleſs, as heedleſs peo 
ple think. This owr Vitriolate Tartar i not conſtant it 
the Fire, but forthe halfYolatile, according to the pro- 
perty of the Father which begat it, whereas on the con- 
trary the Common Tartar remains. conitant in the Fire . 
by reaſop of the Meralline Sulphur , which the Alcaly 
had zmbibed-, and therefore it 1s not Volatile or Diſtilla- 
ble,becauſe it hath not got the Metalline Soul, which per- 
ſeveres in Fire , as I have above likewiſe ſhewed. 

If therefore Spirit of Commer Vitrio! be informed wit! 


the Soul of Copper or Iron, 'tis no wonder if being 


pourec! 
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poured on theſe Twp perfect Metals , it diſſolves Them, y 
and with Them, make a counterfeit ſhew of Yitriel; for, 
like 1s ealily joyned to like, fire to fire , water to water 
Spirit of Vitriol , being diſtilled , delights in Sulphur ; 
and in its like in Afars and Yenw, it is pleas'd with it, 
it piercech into their Powels, it diffolverh both Metals. 
and again aflumes a body , and with Them,. reſembles 
Natural /itr.ci, But having no Dominion over Them, 
ir cannot perfect the ſaid Metals ,” becauſe it hath 1.0 
more than 1s ſifficient for its own ſuſtentation ;- for if 
you again ſeparate the Acid from the faid Metals, by 
Diitiflation, the ſame Spirit of Vitriol will return as you 
poured 1t on , neither perfecter nor better ,. and there- 
maining Capwt Mortzum is meited into the ſame Copper... 
thac ir was, before it was diſſolved, or into Crecas Mar- 
ts, if it had diſſolved the Iron without any alteration; . 
neither doth it come forth better, or worſe then other 
Cr2cws's , however prepared, as I have ſhewed , and 
ſall further ſhew ; tor MVatrre is the ſame in every thing, 
as both Pythagoras and Hippocrates have taught. 

If therefore Spirit of Vitriol make an impreſſion on 
Copper ,. by means of Sulphur (as | have thewed) and 
yet can take away nothing of the Vertue of the Copper, 
either by Maceration , or Solution, Coagulation and 
Diſtillation ; much lefs. can other Acids, of whar kind 
ſoever? It is both admirable and pleaſant throughly to - 
ſearch into this Matter, for it is of great concern- 
ment ,.as to the Common-wealth of Medicine , fo allo 
to all Yirtwoſs, ard rothe Numerous, the Famous, and 
in our times , the Flouriſhing Company of Apethecaries. oo 
Make therefore e/frxgo, or Verdigreaſe, of thin Flates ,F ns yy. 
of Copper with Recent Grapes, thin Webscr Linen Concer and . 
or Silk being interpoied, adding thereto whatfoever Grapes. 
pleaſes you, in the rude way of operation , F inegar , 
Urine, (of Women doubtlets, otherwiſe it would not 
bear the Nameo! YVenxs, ) Allam, and Nitre. The Deans 
of the Axftrian and Norimvcr»: Colledge, with the other 
Approvers, dv attirm , That this mifcellany doth not, in 
time wax ſowr, yea that the Acid vapour of the ingre- 


cients cannot paſs through the thin web to the body - 
the 
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' the Copper to corrode it, bur if this can ſavour' (I will 


not ſay of Truth ) but of Probabllity , let the Skiltul 
judge: How e/fre;0 is made , Dioſcorides Teaches right- 
ly, and without fraud , Five Malterleſs Theeves and 


Robbers, fighting under the groſs Banner of Ignorance, 


do aſſault a frail Female , ( let modeit youth take no- 
rice , that this chaſte baſhſul Female is clad with a thin 
Vail, that ſhe may not appear naked -in the ſight of 


'Five ſuch SouldiersY who for along time makes a ſtour 
.reliſtznce ; but ſecing Heresdes himielf cannot long with- 


ſtand Two , ſhe at laſt is made a prey , and with one of 
the Robbers (7. c, ) Vinegar, as I ſhall ſhew , ſheis turn- 
ed into biting e£rago , imitating the nature of the Acid, 
This Matter is called by our Anceſtors Grzen e/Erngo ,, 


'bur it hath not been called by the Name of Yirriul, be- 


cauſe it hath not the properties of Vitr:ia ; and there- 
tore they called it eArxzo , to intimate that the Five 
Robbers altogether had not the force or power to' ex- 
tract the leaſt Vertue trom the £opper, or of altering 
It in the leaſt point , bur only of corroding its Corpo- 
retty ; for they have no deminion over It, neither do 
they return the richer trom it: And though there be 
many that do bozit of ſich a thing , yct their boaſt- 
ing is vain ; for it is cf{tabliſhed hy the Decrce of the 
great Creator, tÞ:'t the mvre noble ſhould not dege- 
nerate into the Jeſs a:61-, or the better , into the worſe , 
and fo pals into the ſervite form of a ſlave, 

Wherefore Copper ( or if you will, ens )is now turn- 
ed into YVerdigreaſe biting and rough, and is diflolved in 
Diſtilled Vinegar ( out of which it was made) and a- 
gain is Congealed into Yeraigreeſe, the Feces being rc- 
jected , &c. This purged e£rzgo or eroded Braſs , is 
diſtilled with an open Fire out of a plated Retort, 
and afrerwards 1s rectihed out of Sand. Lo here, Thou 
Myſtes of Nature , This is that Spirir of Venus, and aſe- 
cret menſiraum., as Al:aheſt ( ſec Hippoc. Chymic. Cha 
29.) which the Deans and Doctors of the Anuſtrian and 
Norinberg Phyſick, with their Fellows, do adore forthe 
Son of Venus , of whom Fpittetus fayes well, Many are 


word-wiſe, net degd-wiſc. The procacity and filthy licen- 
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tiouſneſs that Yenas is accuſed of by the many , but vain 
clamours of falſe witneſſes, viz. that It admits of Five: 


Lovers in one Act, . hath drawn Philoſophers not only to 


the admiration, buteven to the unbelicf thereof; unleſs 


they had alſo known, That in the Court of Accuſation , 


a multitude of Witneſſes is many times loathſome , and 


ſuſpe&ted by the Judges ; eſpecially ſince they are not 
ignorant , that in Nature Love 1s fo far from admiting 
Five, that it endures not a Third ; whence it 1s, - That 


they rather give ſentence aginſt the Accuſers, and ſay , . 


That as YVenss upon{Examination, notwithſtanding the falſe 
Imputations of her Accuſers, is fopnd chaſte and conſtant 
to one Male ; ſo it may hkewiſe happen, that any man 
may grow Famous from ſuch Accuſations, as many have 
done., who were otherwiſe unknown. "Tis known to be 
True, That indeed Yenzxs is Laſcivious, and that ſhe ad- 
mits every Male, ( that is all., .Acids as well Occult as 
Manifeſt, as Vinegar, . Oyl, Suet, Sugar, Honey, &c. 
I ſay, they all wax green with Copper ) without any 
difference into. her Imbraces ; fo - that all Males are hot 
in Love ( 5. e.) wax green ) with Her. . But (witneſs Al- 
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caly , the Mother of Natural Things ) She is never ra- « 


viſhed with the delight of. any of them, to a del quiams, 
but only with her own Brother. But.that this ditcourſe 
rnay appear more clear , we will fetch the Doftrine 
of it a little higher , viz. Thar the Acid of. every Ve- 
getable , drawn forth either by Fermentation or Di- 
itillation , or Expreſſion , whether it-be Occult or Ma- 


uifelt, 1f 1t be poured on the Alcaly of Tartar, doth in-- 


torm the. fame Alcaly , with the Soxl of That , from 
whence it was: taken ; and i 1s made a Salt of the ſame 
Acid Nature, as 1 have ſhewed in the beginning of this 
Chapter, _ by the Grfines of Kerwes (in which the Deans 
with their Fellows deny, that there . is any Acid (5. e, ) 
any Seminal Vertue ) and by Meal ( out of which They 
boaſt they can. diſtill fcid Spiris of Sal Armoniack : (ec 
allo Hippoc. Chymic.. Chap 2,and the end of Chap. 17. 
90 allo Vinegar of Wine , diſtilled and caſt upon Al- 
caly of Tartar ; to faticty, is Coagulated into Tartar, 
and tl.a: of the ſame Nature with the Wine from whence 
the 
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out of a Retorr, with Fire of Sand, or an open Fire , 
there comes forth a far Oyl and bittcriſh Liquor ;. as 
in the Diſtillation of Common Tartar. 

I have allo ſhewed the ſame thing , in the beginr?, 


f 
of this Chaprer, concerning Nitre, corcerning Salr,,o: - 
cerning Allum, and alfo concerning: \ itr10t, tor all Ac: 4 
Liquor joyned with Alcaly, doth impregnate it with this 
Sowlof that Body ſrom which it was reduced, and forms 
a Body to it (elf ad Lubitum (5.6. ) like its own progr 
Nature. 

Ler us ſee now , fora Tryalof the Verity and Glory 
of Noble Phyſick whether That Vinegar Diitilled from 


Verdigreaſe ( which they do ſo ſolicitoully codeavour © 
keep from the Examen of Learned Men ) | the Leg: 
mate Son of Venus, Or no ? 

I have ſhewed , That Acid is the one only Spirit of 
the World, and the Child of the Sun, which is not fornd 
naked upon the earth, but refuſing to be alone, Ic aiiuin.: 
Matter, wherewith it dwells, encreaſeth, regerminates, 
and is multiplied, ſometimes as the Artificer pleaſes, for 
his proper ends. This when it falls on the ſced of Cop- 
per ( that I may ſo ſpeak) it cloaths it ſelf with the 
Nature of Copper in a long and laborious work ; There- 
fore it is not ſeparable from Copper it ſelf , unleſs by 
the total deſtruction of the Copper, as the example of 
Salt of Tartar in my Hippoc, Chymic. Chap 10. doth ſhew; 
for carrying in it , the leaſt Odor of a Metalline Nature, 
It cannot deſcend to the Nature of Vegetables, And the 
ſame Spirit falling upon the Seed of a Vine, Clothesit 
ſelf there with the indoles of the Vine, and in like man- 
ner cannot aſcend to the Nature of Minerals ; as I have 
demonſtrated out of Zzlly , and by Experience : yea it is 
not ſeparated from thc Diſpoſition or Indoles of the 
Vine, unleſs, being diſſolved or loofned from its Body by 
Nature and Art, it return to the Element of Air, whence 
it came , as Hippec, Chymic. in the fore-cited 10. and 18. 
Chapters ſhews. The ſame is alſo ro be underſtood of 
Salt, of Vitriol , of Nitre,, and of all the Things in the 
World ; for this cauſe, becauſe Art cannot create __ 

© 
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he that boaſts he cando it, Coſmopolita proves him to 
be a Deceiver ; 1o thatevery Spirit, either Occultly or 
Manifeſtly Acid , hath but one only Sox! within ir, with 
which, it being inſeparably joyned , doth conſtitute the 
Form of That Body, in which it determines to dwell , 
from which , wehn it is extracted, and again inſtilled 
upon a pew Alcaly ; and 1s abſorbed by it , it takes upon 
it the like Body, wherewith it was cloathed before, 
or from whence it was firſt extracted , but that Body 
{omewhat clearer ; an Infallible Argument , That a 
Spirit either Occultly or Manifeſtly Acid , is the Vehi- 
cle of the Soul, and the Bond uniting Soul and Body to- 
gether : And unleſs the Spirit of all Things in the Uni- 
verſe were Acid, it could not inviſibly carry in its Belly 
or Womb the Anima or Soxl of the Body; as Hermes 
and Experience Teach. 

Ler us now return to the Child nay bory , which the 
Sworn Servant of Fenus have Jately begun to nomi- 
nate and to commend for the Soy or Spirit of Venus, 
peremptorily alſo affirming, That, This hath drawy 
muyhty Vertucs, from his Mother or Copper y but they COn- 
lider not, that the Vertues of Things, as allo the force 
of Purgatives, do conſiſt in their Soul; which I have 
ſhewed 1n the firit Chapter, to be a Child of the Sun, and 
to be inſeparably joyned to the Spirit of that Thing , 
both which do conſtitute that Eximious Vertue, which 
is in Copper : which Spirit- ought again to manifeſt tt 
ſelf in Alcaly, if it did flow in an Acid form, as I have 
experimentally ſhewed to the Eye , concerning other 
Spirits , ard concerning Alcaly of Tartar. Let us now 
proceed to Experience, and to make Trial of this Acid, 
and ReCtifyed Spirit of Yenas, ſaturated to Sufficiency , 
with Alcaly of Tartar, as«I have formerly taught con- 
concerning Salt, Vinegar , and Diſtilled Nitre; (5. e.) 
Thus, Pour ſo much of This Spiriton the Alcaly of Tar- 
tar, till the hifſing ceaſe ( near upon equal parts ) ſutter 
the abounding , or exceeding Flegme to Exhale , or if 
you will, diſtill it carefully to Siccity { diftill that 
Flegm from an' high Glaſs in Balneos, and there will 
come forth Aqua Ardens, tee Hippec. Chymis, Chap. 18.) 

H h and 
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and you ſhall find regencrated Tartar of the ſame Nature , 
Condition and Property , that That was , which was a- 
bove generated from Vinegarof Wine , for it is the very 
ſame; for if it hid any thing of the Nitre , the Allum, 
or the Copper hid in it, as they ignorantly give forth , 
they would all be manifeſted in the Alcaly of Tartar; 
as I have Mechanically ſhewed above. But it muſt needs 
be, th at This Spirit can have no other Inſtruments bur 
diſtilled Vinegar, ſince it can only make a Body of Tar- 
tar for it ſelf : Whence this Spirit hath been preſently 
known by Philoſophers , not for the Immortal Son of 
Venw, Or as Alcaheft , but for the True Genuine Brother 
of Vinegar of Win?; and that not Spurious neither , as 
my Revilers and Reproachers have publiſhed to the World, 
but the Legitimate Son of the Vine, which hereafter will 
count it an impious thing to be reviled by unskilful 
Maſters ; Therefore in this regeneration, He was willing 
again to diſcover himfelf ro the Curious, and to the 
Lovers of Truth, for the Trae and Nataral Brethcr of 
Vinegar of Wine (4. e.) for Diſtilled Vinegar. Now thats 
nothing may be wanting to this Enquiry , but all doubt 
taken away, viz. that This Spirit , which they dream to 
be the Child of Venus , hath acquired n» Conſtancy, no 
Immortality, or excellent Vertues from the Copper, nor 
that it is, as Alcahcſt , as the Deans with their Fellows 
do cant, you may learn by this Experiment. Take this 
regen:rated Tartar ( to wit , from the Imaginary Spirit of 
Venus, and the Alcaly of Tartar ) d{till It out of a Re- 
tort , as you did before, and there will extil an Oyl 
of a loathſome tmell, together with a bitteriſh Water; 

as I have ſhewed a little before from regenerated 7 xrtar, 

out of ſimply Diſtilled Vinegar : Out of what hath bcen 

ſpoken, it appears, that whatſoever is dittilled from the 

Alcaly of Tartar, which is impregnated with Diſtilled 

Vinegar (5.e. ) the bitrtcriſh Water , Aqua Ardens, and 

the Oyl , taking Flame, the Tame thing is diſtilled from 

Alcaly of Tartar, impregnated with fained Spirit of 
Venzs ,to Wit, bitteriſh Water, Aqua Ardens, ard Ovl- 

raking Flame : and (o , That Spirit of Venus , lince it 
hath all the Properties and Operatious of F::2car , \3 
nothing 
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nothing elſe,nor never will be,than d/t:Uled Vinegar, Witneſs 
Ariſtotle and Experience. But leaving this puny, vain, 
and futile Society, to pleaſe themſelves in their fooliſh 
Detrectings , I convert my Speech to you , O ye fa- 
mous Lights of the World , That you may judge ofthe 
Truth herein, not that I would trouble you, to vindi- 
cate it from the fained and raſh Contumelies of ſuch cla- 
morous Reproachers, fince it appears out of Pliny, Thar 
when Frogs croak more than ordinary , it is a ſignof 
a Tempelt enſuing : ſippoſing then , bur not granting, 
that one drop of Acid contains only the 8200 part of 
the Eximious Vertue of Copper, Iiay, this ſo ſmall parr, 
ought yer under the hearof Fermentation, to extend 
it ſelf, and to regencrate , if notin Vegetable Alcaly , 
yct at leaſt in Mertalline, as the order of Fermentation 
el;ewhere ſhews ; ſo that it would turn , though not 
much , yet a ſmall quantity of the Metalline Alcaly , 
inro Copper , no otherwiſe, then the Vertue of Acid 
Vegetables, and the mid-ſort of Minerals doth tranſmute 
Alcaly of Tartar into a Salt of its own proper Nature, 
as I have before ſaid and proved; but as the Antecedent 
and their Premiſes are falſe and favour of groſs ignorance, 
ſo is the Conſequence. Again, ſuppoſinggbut not granting, 
That Vinegar did carry off with it , ſuch eximious Ver- 
tues from Copper (as they unlearnedly and without truth 
affirm ) yet I could never find,either amongſt Philoſophers 
or Phyſicians, that It was allumed within the Body, bur 
whatſoever was got from the Copper was always uſed 
outwardly for Chirurgical Operations. And although 
mighty Vertues might be drawn forth and dittilled our 
of Copper by Vinegar, which I have ſhewed to be im- 
poſſible , why is not the ſame Eximious Vertue drawn 
torth, with lefs labour , out of immature Copper, ſince 
it is eaſier ro-go one Mile, than two? Why ſhould my 
rezen-ratid Vitridl ; prep: from Crude Vitriolof Mars, 
procure monſtrous \-nll and Suttocations, if you 
c 


draw forth ſuch Eximious Vertues from mature Cop- 


per by Vinegar; to which you ſubjoyn theſe lofty, but 
molt falſe words, This moſt prarſe-worthy Spirit , is met 
er:l; of creat wſe in Phyſick , [ceing 8 highly Cures and Re- 
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lieves the Epul. ply , Appolexy, Hiſterical and Hy ochonadri- 
acal Liſhempers , but is as the L*quor Alcaheſt, and not 
as other Acid Spirits , which' by Solution do fyS.r and are 
d:ſtroyed, ant ſo tura:d into another ens : Sec Hippoe. Chy, 
mc, Chap. 29. 

Now let the Reader, who loves. the Truth , judge , 
whether any thing could have been deviſed more fottifh, 
thanto affirm That the r-generatcdVitricl of Philoſophers 
cduced from an Immature Mine of Iron,is pernicious and 
deadly, when we ſee , that every year ſome Myriads 
of Men do drink, even in great quantity, Acid Waters , 
ſaturated with Immature Iron and Natural Spirit , and 
that with great benctit and advantage ; and alſo That 
the-great Imaginary Vertue , extracted w:th Vinegar 
out of Mature Copper (if there were any ſuch ) 1s a 
Panacea. I may very aptly apply hither , That of Flay- 
ts, nothing can be more fooliſhly ,- ſortiſhly , - or fallly 
{POKCN, 

It remaines that we bring That moſt praiſed Spirit cf 
Venus, which they ſay is as Al:aheſt, by dillolving 
{ome Pody .unt> an Erxamen. 

Now Alcah:ſt is detcribed by Telmont to bz an Exi- 
mious Liquor , (@) ti b? got by the Art or Labovr of S0- 
phia ( b: ) which doth not only reſolve ever; viſibl: Body inta 
its fire Matter, ( C.) but 14 moreov.y Immortal and [n- 
corrmptable (d.) it putrifies Nature, and takss away all 
Diſeaſes ( Cc.) bat 3t 15 not given to pret2iv2 and empty Dott- 
ors , but to well Lin:d and r.ch Und. rſtandings (f. ) 50 
Helment : Now let the equal Reader Judge, whether 
this praiſed Vinegar of thele Prateing and Wordy Doctors, 
which is Diſtilled from Copper be alikxe in Vertue to 
Alcavſt? Truly, it this their fooliſh Afſertion were 
profoundly examined, and 111d before the Eyes of the 
Readers, it would move Nauteoutnets and Indignation 
and thcretore 1 ſhall diſcovgg, their Vanity by Expert- 
ENCe UtOne. | 

D:{ſſolve then at leaſt one Drachm of Red Powdercd 
Corral , in Tis Vincgar, which they prociaim to be 
the pruſcd Spirit of Venus; dry-the Solutionin a Bath 
In hike manner diffolvc another Dracim. of pounded 
Corals 
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Corals , in Vinegar ſimply Diſtilled , which likewiſe Ex- \ 
{iccate 1n Balneo Diligently gather up thoſe Powders, 
and weiza them ſeverally in a Ballance, and you ſhall 
hand the Niſo! ved and dryed Corals to be increaſed half 
a Drachm, as well by the Spirit of Venus ( which They 
count as Alcabeſt ) as by the Vinegar Vul:arly Diſtilled : 
$0 that the Corals have imbibed.as much Acid Salt from 
the counterfeit Spirit of Venus , as from the Diſtilled Vi- 
negar. Whence it again appears, That This ſhews ir 
(lf ro+ec Vinegar ; becaule it 1s {@ indeed , and not the 
Liquor Alcabeſt ; 2s the lofty Doftors would impoſe upon 
rude and ignorant People. 

Again, They urge, That this praiſed Spirit of Fen , 
doth diflolve Pearls without bubbles , and leaves the cor- 
{ces untouched. Truly this may ſcem a wonder to Men 
altogether unskilful in the Art of Phyſick, and who ne- 
ver learned the Rudiments thereof; but methinks it ſhould 
{rem a trivial and ſleight thing ro the Deans, and thereſt 
of the Apprev.rs. For what ordinary , or mean Phyſi- 
cian can be ignorant , that Vinegar ſimply Diſtilled , 

th perform the ſame thing ( though in a longer crack 
O of time ) if you caſt whole Pearls into It ; and therefore 
;crr (pir.t of Venus wh ch you account as Alcah: {#, will not 
al to be diſtill:d Vinegar. 

But why the skins , or pellicles of Pearls are nor diſſol- 
ved by eicher of the Vinegars, the reaſon is, Their fatncts 
and unitive glew, the ſeat of the Child of the Sun, which 
'£ proper and familiar to all Cruſtaceous Creatures , to 
-thes , and the Membranes of Animals ; The counter- 
tcit Son of Venus, however extolled by vain Approv:rs , 
duth never touch this Glew 19 ſtones of Crabbs, Pearls , 
Cc. it hath no acceſs to them , it is Leprous in compa- 
r1\ſOn of them , and therefore is not admitted tothe Prince- 
ly- Scat unknown to Ideots, 


But why Y:zegar doth corrode the Medulla of Pearls, of 


the afore-ſaid ſtones and CErals , &c. The cauſe is, That 
'\ature hath put lealt part of Acid into moſt things ( as 
| have ſhewed in the ſecond Chapter) which lealt parr , 
unlets it be multiplied by Art or Nature , is eaſily ſup- 
prelied by the more powerful; 1 will givean Example in 
the 
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the afore-ſaid diflolved and dried Corals, in which there 
i5 the leaſt portion of Natural Aeid, which being opprelled 
by the counterfeit Spirit of Venus is. made ſubjeft to It ; 
hence they are encreaſed in weight. 

Again, diflolye theſe dried Corals in ſome water, either 
Diſtilled , or common clear water ; let the Solution reſt, 
that the Turbid may ſubſide ( which they improperly call 
Faces) which nevertheſeſs you mult ſeparate, and drop 
into the clear Solution a little of the {ſpirit or /:rr.ol of 
Salphur , which overgpming the counterfeit Sp. r:# of Ve- 
"ws , not by its Acidity , but the Nobleneſs of its Soul, 


. caſt out the Yinegar ( which they call Spirit of Y-nw) from; 


its ſeat and place, and doth aſſume the polle!lion of rhe 
Region of the Spirit of YVitriol, and with the Corals repre- 
{ents the form of curdled Milk ; but the Comnterfeit Spi- 
ris of Venus being now expelled by the more Noble, is di- 
lured and ſticks to the ſupernatant water, and is min- 
gled withit. 

Waſh both theſe Coagulums as much as you may , and 
dry them ſeverally in brown Paper,and you ſhall have Aſa- 
giſtery of Corals , equal in weight, as well from the coun- 
rerfeit Spirit of Yen, as from the Vinegar iimply diſtilled, 
becauſe itis the ſame. : 

But take that water ſo waſhed from the Corals, in 
which , as I have ſaid , the counterfeit Spirit of Ven, 
or ſome ſimple diſtilled Vinegarjwas diluted ( if you have 
otherwiſe warily poured on the Spirit of Vitriol , for if 
you have careleſly , and without judgment powred on 
more than the Coral will imbibe , it will not ſwim a- 
top ; but I ſuppoſe the atfuſion was skilfully made) and 
initill into it Alcaly of Tartar, till the Motion of E- 
bullition ceaſe; exhale the abounding Water in a Glaſs 
Veſſel placed in Sand, and you fhall find regenerated Tar- 
tar, as | haveſhewed above, from the Counterfeit Spi- 
rit of Yenw , or Vinegar, ſimply diſtilled, imbibed in Al- 
caly of Tartar, for it is theYame, by this infallible Ar- 
gument, That in the Corals diliolved and dryed in a Bath, 
there remained only half a Drachm of Acid Salt from 
the fesgned Sp.rit of Venus. That Acid Salt being ſepa- 
rated from the Corals,by Spirit of Vitrio!, cannot be alone ; 

where- 
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wherefore it guards it ſelf again in Elementary Water, 
as in his Mothers lap, andditffuſes it ſelf in her; and be- 
comes again Counterfeit Spirit of Venus. And unleſs Ele- 
mentary water did contain Occult Alcaly in its belly, A- 
cid Salt could nos inhabit in it 5 becauſe that alone it :5 
not (ufficient for it ſelf : as Hippocrates hath taught us, D: 
Di«ta. Simple diſtilled YVinegar performes allo the fame 
thing ; ſo that it now appears , even to the moſt unskil- 
ful in Phyſick, that this moſt. celebrated Spirit of Venus , 
here and every where, is nothing elſe , and favours of no- 
thing elſe , but Diſtull:d Vinegar , whatſoever Bugbears its 
Adorerswould fright us with. Andalthough Crellixe, Be- 
£xinzz, and other Writers of the Elements of Chymiſtry , 
in expreſs words do callit, Solvent Vinzcar , from whom 
the proceſs of this Vinzgar 1s ſtoln word for word , as my 
Hippoc. Chym.ſhews Chap. 29. Yet This poylon of Igno- 
rance hath infeted , not only Azſtria, but almoſt all 
upper Germany ; witneſs theſe unskilful Approvers and their 
fooliſh Partizans with their Rythmes. It would be no won- 
Ger, if, as the Romans of old , ſo Magiſtrates now, would 
ciet out of their Cities ard Common-wealths, ſuch Har- 
lorry Collegiates, and ſuch a Nelt of Bablers, who do 
ſcrible of things unknown, even to themſelves, to their 
Neighbours hurt. Low Germany is yet free from this Con- 
tagion, ſo is /taly and France , and for the future, I hope 
by this Antidote they will be preſerved. 

Now, Why Vinegar diſtilled from Yerdi;reaſe, ina ſmall 
quantity , doth more powerfully diffolve Corals , than 
That which is diſtilled the vulgar way ? I have ſhewed 
the reaſon before, v:z. that it happens , becauſe Vinegar 
diſtilled the common way , is as yet diluted with much 
Water; but the Elementary Water 1s evaporated from 
That, which is dittilled from eA&rsz9, by gradual Exha- 
lation, no otherwiſe than in the diltillation of Green and 
Humid Vitro! , for then the Acid Salt being long in the 
Liquor , would be very weak; but when the humid (witch 
they call Phl:,m) hath by degrees exhaled and evapo- 
rated before diſtillation , the Acid Salr muir needs be more 
powerful and ſtrong in a leffſer quantity of water ; for 
Light by how much more contracted , by ſo much the 
more 
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more efficacious. This diſtilled Spirit of Yiriol, if it a- 
gain corrode any thing , either Iron, or Copper, and be 
coagulated with it, and again be re-diffilled from it , the 
Liquor indeed returns Acid of the ſame nature, but much 
more ſubtle, becauſe that in all Coagulation , every Salt 
or Saline Spirit loſes of its Radical Hamid ( what that is, 
I ſhall ſhew anon ) when of neceſſity it wult lay down 
its Earth (the Vulgar call it its Fex ) and lo the Lym 
muſt be more contracted. But from the repeated Cox- 
gulation and Diſtillation ;, It returns more watery ; and 
at laſt returns to Elements; as I have Mechanically 
ſhewed in Alcaly of Tartar ( for Example) in my H ppoc. 
Chymic. Chap. 10. | 

After the ſame manner and faſhion , Comnterfeit Spirit 
of Feuws , by repeared Solution , Coagulation , and Diſtil- 
lation , re-paſles into Elements; for as often as it dit- 
ſolves Corals, or any other thing'(I began with Corals 
and will end with Them) and is afterwards Coagulated 
and Exſiccated with the ſame Corals, ſo often ir lays 
down its Earth or Alcaly, and as much Earth as,it lays 
down, ſo much Acid Sait the Corals do drink up , be- 
cauſe this cannot be alone, and the Vinegar becomes to 
much the more Aqueous, and by repeated labour , at 
laſt returns-to Element (s. e.) into Infipid Water ; but 
the Earth and Acid Salt gave weight to the Corals, which 
allo pals out of them by repeated Diſtillation, and go to 
their own Country , after the fame manner asI have ſhew- 
ed concerning Wine in Hippoc, Chymic. chap. 18. 

Now that Vinegar or Spirit of YVitriol , poured on Cop- 
per, andre-diſtilled , do return Acid ; but fron the Al- 
caly of Tartar , Inſipid and Aqueous, the reaſon is, be- 
caule Alcaly being a Vacuum, ſaturated it (elf with Acid 
Salt which dweltin the Aqueous Liquor ; whence the Acid 
Salt converts and tranſmutes the Alcaly into its own na- 
ture. Bur Copper 1s not a Vacuxm , for the Acid, or 
Form of Copper doth overcome its Alcaly , and there- 
tore it doth not abſorb Acid Salts; and though they att , 
and are buſie about /t, and do erode its body ; yet they 
can make noimprefſion of any of their: Form or Vertues, 
nor can they deſtroy Ir, becauſe Copper hath obtained a 

con- 
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conſtant Soul from Nature , or to ſpeak in Plantw's Phraſe 
it hath Acid in its breaſt, 

Again , They demand why Vinegar is re-diſtilled from 
Copper , even as it was poured an , but from Lead Infi- 
pid? Although I am almoſt aſhamed to handle This, or 
the like Childiſh Queſtion , yer being moved with com- 
mileration towards thoſe unskilful and ſluggiſh Doctors, 
hoping that this my preſent anſwer may be for their fu- 
rure amendment , I ſhall willingly repeat my former an- 
{iwer; I told you that Copper hath a prevailing Acid , 
whence It 1s that 1t reſiſts not only Vinegar, andthe Comn- 
tcrfeit Spirit of Venus , but alloall Acid Minerals ; but Lead 
harh obrained bur a very little particle of It by Nature, 
and therefore it imbibes every Acid , in hopes of PerfeCti- 
on ( that I may ſo ſpeak) as I have ſhewed in Alcalyes. 
This is the cauſe why Lead 1s fimilicudinarily called by 
Philoſophers , The firſt matter of Metals, or the Alcaly of 
Metals , in reſpect of other Metals, which are more or 
leſs richer in Acid. Gold is moſt Acid , and therefore moſt 
perfect, as |] have ſhewed in the 2. Chapter. See how 
caſily Ihave extricated my ſelf out of theſe great Dithcul- 
ties! 

Some of Oxrs may wonder why I ſpend time ina mat- 
rcr ſo plain, for Baſil.#s Valentinus an Age ago hath taught 
us how to prepare this Yinegar out of <Erszo, injuventute, 
and he called it, not by the name of Spirit of Venus, but 
Vinegar (for he knew well ( fo do not the Deansand their 
Fellows ) that it was eſtabliſhed by the decree of the Su- 
pream Creator, That the more excellent Nature , ſhould 
not degenerate into the worſer)) which 1s proved by the 
remaining Fex or Capat Mortunm left in the Retorrt, at- 
ter the diſtillation of this Y:negar , which , with Borax, by 
an caſie Fuſion returns into Copp.r ; an evident Argument 
That Copper loſt none of its Subſtance , or excellent Ver- 
tue ( as they ſay: ) Sce morein my Hppocrates Chymicus , 
Chap. 29. 

For concluſion of this Chapter , I repeat, That what- 
ſever the World hath, is beget, preſerved ,, and multi- 
plied by the Acid Spirit, either Occult or Manifeſt, to 
which it owes its 41/; And That the Soul dwells » = 
-0þ I 1 cid, 
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Acid, and is inſtparably bound to it; and that the Body, 
or Alcaly, is informed according to. the property of the 
Acid Spirit. If therefore Nature be alike in every thing, 
and Art doth- imitate Nature , as Pythageras, Hippocrates, 
and Experience teach , it muſt needs follow , That when 
the Acid Spirit of Vinegar, diſtilled from Yerdigreaſe, hath 
corroded Corals, and hath been abſorbed by Them , and 
coagulated with them , then the Corals will be endued with 
the properties and conditions of Yinegar; not that the in- 
nate Acid, or Form- of Corals doth periſh , but only is 
ſuppreſſed by a more powerful Acid; as Iihave ſhewed be- 
fore in the iſtery. If therefore your celebrated Spi- 
rit of Venus , lawfully and duly ( as they ſay) exhibited 
(though they never yet ſhewed tlie way ) helps Hip- 
pochondriacal, Epileptical, and Hyſterical Diftempers , &c, 
the Magiſtery of Corals ( which with a proud and ſfiwoln 
breaſt , they call Oxr Soluble Magitery ) male with Spi- 
rit of Venus , muſt needs perform much greater things? 
if otherwiſe , the Spiritmuſt animate the Body ,zo whom 
it is joyned ; as I have hitherto.clearly and experimen- 
rally ſhewn , and ſhalt hereafter ſhew. 

But as their Spirit of Vinms lawfmily and duly adminiſtred, 
is the beſt to ſeaſon a- Vinegar Vetſel, ſo alſo it hath, 
and will always retain the nature of Wine-Finegar , till it 
become like Alcaheft.. 

But our Maſter Deans, with the reſt'of their Colledg- 
Company, out of the treaſureof their Liberality , have 
lately diſcovered to-us a great Secret, which had lain 
hid to this very day ; viz. That-their Commrerfeit Spirit of 
Venus helps th: Tooth-ach: neither. could we learn it out 
of Dvoſcorides his Hiſtory of Vinegar, unleſs it had been 
diſcovered to the World in a Dream, or by hidden Re- 
velation : But as Vinegar doth diffolve Corals, ſoit ſcours 
off, and takes away the hardned Mncms or Filth about 
rhe Teeth., that the Gums may be again united to the 
Teeth; for ſound and ſharp-pointed Gums admit not 
Pain , but when they are forced to recede by Filth, and 
the Teeth are never fo lſtle denudated or bared , pre- 
{ently upon the ſolution of a continunm , the Blood ſours, 
putrefies,and is Coagulated there into an hard Fex (which 
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ſome, but improperly, call Tartar ) which Fex, Wwhengit 
is abraded or taken off with Vinegar, or Spirit of Salt , 
or elſe with an Inſtrument of Iron , preſently the Teeth 
find relief. 

And thus you have, Oye fineere foversof Truth, the 
entire Tragoedy , the Riſe and Overthrow of this Cele 
brated Spirit of Venus , which , with all its Eximious Ver- 
rues , cannot cure the flothfulneſs of theſe Approvers and 
Subſcribers; ſo that it happens tothem , as to thoſe mens 
Children , who hire other mens Farms; for They ſeeing 
their Fathers ( they themſelves being yet but Children) 
gathering in the fruits, and commanding the labourers, 
do preſently conclude the ſoil is theirs, and ſo are very 
Jocund: but when they grow ups and underſtand that 
there was nothing Theirs , but the labour of Tilling the 
Ground,then their Mirth is turned into Sorrow. Even ſuch 
are theſe men , and as we read in Sendivogins, what- 
ſoever the Alchymiſt would have out of Sulphur, ir 
ended in a ſnuff, the ſame happens to theſe Deans with 
the other Approvers; Whatſoever Eximiows Vertnes they 
world have from Copp-r, 'tisſtill naught but Vinegar. 


CHAP. VII. 
That no Maiter can be ſo deffroged , but It will 


remain under ſyme Form or other. 


| Shewed in the fore-going Chapter, that Acids do draw 
Alcalyes to their own properties, and that Both are 
changed into Salts. Bur thoſe which are not fully Alca- 
lyes, whena noble Acid ſaspervenes upon them , their in- 
rernal Acid 1s indeed abated , but not fo waſted or de- 
—_— , that any other new thing can be Regenerared out 
of it. ; 

I will now proceed to prove by the following Argu- 
ment, and that Mechanically, That all Alcalyes do, after 
a ſort, retain of the Form , with which the Mixta were 
{aturated, before they were reduccd by Fire, into Al- 
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caly ; of which ſee Hippre. Chymic.. Dilfolve half an ounce 
of Sublimate- Mercury , in fifry ounces of Common Warr , 
diſtilled, or at leaſt a drachm of Swblimate in twelve 
ounces of Water. Into a part of this clear Solxtion , in- 
{till by drops, but with a quick infuſion , fixed Alcaly of 
Tartar in the form of Liquor, or ( as they call it) Oyl 
of Tartar per deliquium ; which in a moment ſeparates and 
abſorbs the Acidity, for the greateſt part, from the 
Mercnry, and the AMercary falls into the bottom of the 
Veſſel, in the form of Powder obſcurely Red. This Ope- 
ration is called by Apothecaries, and their Operators, and 
by all Lovers of Phylſick , Frec;pitation z which name I ſhall 
alſo retain and ule, 

Our of the Feces of diſtilled Vinegar , burnt into Aſhes, 
Alcaly of Tartar-is elicited by water , and though Jr Lec 
produced our of the fame Vine with Wine, yer it Preci- 
pitates Meregry , ditlolved as before , ſparkling and fplen- 
dent. 

Burt when the ſame Alcaly 1s calcined to Redneſs with a 
moiſt fire, then the ſame Aerenry falls like pounded 
Cinnabar. . 

To the Tartar being burnt , if you ſuperadd the Calx, 
and extract the Alcaly with Simple Water , The AMcrcury 
is Precipitated Rxrslant; Calx of it felf, doth nor Preci- 
pitate Meremnry fo diſſolved, ſince it is Salt from Acid and 
Alcaly:; and they. who againſt Experience do deny the 
ſaltneſs of Calx, arc to be reckoned in the number of 
Fools. Bur if the Liquor of Mercary afore-ſpoken of, into 
which a piece of Calx hath been injected, be ſuffered to relt 
for ſome hours, ſo long until the Acid , which contains 
the diſſolved Merexry , can ſuppreſs That in the Calx, 
then indeed AMerexry ts forced to fail by little and little, 
and to ſtick round about the -Calx, like Minium ; a de- 
tightful ſpectacle to Curious Eyes. 

Alcaly extracted from the Herb Kaly , being incine- 
rated, doth Precipitate Afcrcary much more obſcure 
than the former. 

The Zzxivians , which $ope-Maſters call Magiftra, 
which confiits of Czlx'and artificial Alc:ly, yields Mer- 
e#ry darkly-Yellow, | 
Out 
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Out of $p.14% there is brought an Alcaly (whether Sim- 
ple, or Compound, is uncertain?) yet it Precipitates 
Mercury of a Tauney colour: Theſe Examples concern- 
ing Fixed Alcalyes (for Sope, and Glaſs) whic1 do ad- 
mit Reverberation in Aſhes neither do eaſily perifh from 
an acute Flame, may ſuthce ; I will adFcertain Alcalyes 
1n Phyſick , which do not bear ſharp reverberation in Aſhes , 
unlets they be mixed with the former ; And Theſe are 
made of the Herbs called Cephalickes, as of Roſemary , La- 
vender , Rue, &Cc.. all Hot, and of a Grateful Smell. I 
lay, all theſeare indeed Alcalyes, but not fuſible in Aſhes , 
tor taey cahily fly away , and are therefore Medicinal. All 
theſe, be they neverſo many, do calt Aercxry fo ditlol- 
ved into a Reddiſh ſhining Powder. 

So alſo Celandine affords Alcaly , or Precipitates Mer- 
cry molt red, fo that Fohn 1ſack Holland doth not unsk1l- 
fully , but exccllently and learnedly ſpeak , He that knows 
not Salts , will never perform any thing in Art, 

All the foreſaid Alcalyes, as well thoſe burnt by a ſharp 
Flame ior Spe and MNirr2, as the Medicinal ones, from Ce- 
phal:ck Herbs, do Precipitate M: reary ſo diffolved ( as I ' 
have faid ) of a ditterent colour , a manifeſt Argument , 
that their Form is not totally conſumed by the Fire, bur 
that they preſerve ſome properties of their Simples, from 
whence they were extracted ; as Geber ſays, Salt retains 
the prop.rty of th.t thing , from whence it had its Origmal : 
To which the Experience, which I have ſhewn, bears 
witneſs. . 

Heretolorel was of opinion, that the differcnce of Co- - 
lours in Sublimate Mecrcary , dilſolved as before , and Pre- 
cipitated by Alcalyes, did proceed from the Fire, acting 
more or lets upon the 4/caly, bur at length, by frequent. 
Experience, I have found my miltake ; for day to day , 
and ni: ht tonight ſheweth Knowleagze: we are not all born 
Maſt:rs, nor can we all-be Lallizs; but Age , frequent 
We, and Experience do manifeſt the Truth. I have ob- 
ierved that Hippocr.:tes , ard Galzz allo, bcing better 1n- 
formed , did Correct their Errors $*1o thatit 1s no ſhame 
for mc, a flow,,witted Perſon, to eracnd the miltakes 
committedin myFyouth ; ctpecially, ſeeing had no Fore- 
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ranners, from whom [ might excerp any thing,as theyhave, 
who ſeek for Glory in gathering together Receipts;neither 
had I any other guide, ſave the fountain of all Vertue : 
{© that I have bolted out the Truth ( by immenſe Medi- 
tation and Labour , and not a little Expence) from the 
fountain of vaturS by my own Induſtry : Wherefore to 
demonſtrate theconſtancy of Forms , be-it known to you, 
Thar I can find no better nor ſhorter way, than that 
which I have ſhewed by the alterations of Mercury, 
upon the affuſion of Alcalyes. For when I endeavour to 
declare the Forms , with the ſame labour, the Precipita- 
tion of Mercyry doth voluntarily offer and diſcover ir 
ſelf; which yet running, being diſſolved in Aqaa Fortis,up- 
on the affuſion of Alcaly of Tartar, is.precipitated into 
a colour obſcurely Yellow. 

All the aforeſaid Precipitated Powders of Mercary, are 
of a Cauſtick and Corroſrve Property , becauſe the Mey- 
c#ry affumes the nature of that thing with which it is 
firſt mixed; and the Cauſtickneſs is not waſted off by 
any Artifice , but by firc alone, as Hippocrates Chymicus 
ſhews, 

In like manner , Afercary dillolved in Aqua Forts, 
and evaporated to Siccity , the Fire being encreaſed, 
that the bottom of the Veſſel may be Red-hot , is made 
a moſt Red ſparkling Powder,and 1s called in Phyſick, the 
Precipitate of Vigoe , becauſe fohan, de Vigoe , a Chyrar- 

 geon of great Fame , was the Inventor of it; on which 
The Precipitate Red and ſparkling Powder, if you pour Alcaly of Tartar, 
of Po. and leave it-for an hour, in a warm place, the whole 
Powder will become. obſcurely Yellow , becauſe the Al- 
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ealy hath in part abſsrbed the Cauſtick: Acid left by the , 
Aqua Forts. 

TheVertue of this red and ſparkling Precipitate,is ſtrong- " 
ly , andalmoſt without any biting Pain , to abſume and a 
eat up the thicker Sordes of Ulcers, Calloxs, prowd Fl:ſ» 
Impoſthumations in the Fandament , and other like Ex- i 
ereſcencies. Yea , it cures all Sordid , Patrid, Mattery, 0 
Callous Shingles, ſornetimes. alone, lomerime mixed'in } © 


Plaiſters , or Unguents , as neceſſity requires. c 
The ſame Johannes de Vigoe , made aPlaiſter of Lwuick- oy 
| Mercury 
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M:crcary , with many other Anodine Ingredients ,to initi- 
gare the Pains of the Joynts,ariſing from an inveterate Lyes 
Venera , with 6appy ſucceſs ; which to this day retains 
the Author's Name ,. and is called, YVigo's Emplaiſt:y of 
Froggs with Mercury. 

So that Pohannes de Vigo hath delivered to us , Two 
Medicaments made of Common Qmck-M:rcxry , one 
Eſcarotick and Deterging , the other Anodine and A- : 
ſwaging Pains. He ,.and with him the whole Senatc We; 
of Chyrargeons, intimating thereby,That Arodines are whol- 
ly contrary to Eſcareticks, yet nevertheleſs, out of Am- 
bition, Ignorance , or both, They pervert the Text and 
Meaning of this worthy Man , proving themſelves Fal- 
faries in the Law againſt Him (whoſe Defence I now 
take upon me”) and they do moreover deride him for 
Teaching , that the Merewry is to be quenched with Oy 
of Bayes according to Art , and with Spittle ; but as out 
of groſs Ignorance, leavened with Infincerity of mind, 
they have mutilated and defamed my Hippocrates Chymi- 

c« ; ſo alſo they have ſuborned a Senſe quite contrary 

tothe intention of the Author ; for He boiles this love- The arodine 
ly Couple , live —_—_ diſſolved in 4que Fortis with Plaifter - f /igo 
þ ro Greaſe and Oy1, till the Aqueous moiſture be ſpent; 4&forn's ircy 

Irming and giving out, that in boiling, this Cauſtick is * ©®**:c*- 
dulcified and made (iveet,which is contrary both to Exx e- 
ence and the manifeſt Truth. 

Now if you deſire to have it- ſweet |, "tis enough to ex- 
tinguiſh it with Oyl ahd Spirtle , according to the Au- 
thor's Meaning ; or elſe: take ſweet Mercury, as it 1s fold 
in Apothecaries ſhops , for neither of them are. touched by 
Alcalyes, becauſe they have nothing of acatenef in them, 
as I ſhallanon Mechanically ſhew. 

I ſhewed a little before, That Dxick-ſilver , or Live 
Mercgry ( call it as youpleaſe ) difſolved in Aqua Fort is, 
and precipitated with Alcaly of Tartar, doth fall in an 
obſcurely Yellow colour , the Alcaly for the moſt part 
abſorbing from it the Acid Cauſtick impreſſed on it by 
the Agua Fortis. But in This Plaiſter, the Mercury diſ- 
ſolved in Aqua Fortis,is ſeethed with Axwungia of Vipers,tO 
the conſumption of the Aqueous Humid, and the Maſs 
be- 
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becomes of a Grey colour; upon which Maſs if yon 
pour Alcaly of Tartar, in the ſpace of half an hour, you 
ſhall ſee the Alcaly penetrating the Fat, to conſume the 
Acid Corroſive left by the Agua Fortis; and fo the Meyr- 
cr; to be obſcurely Yellow , after the fame manner, as 
it happens in Aercars , and ſimply diffolved in {qua Fortis 
Precipitated according to Yigo's mind. And therefore 
Mercury fodillolved , and boiled with Ax#1:14, becomes 
not ſweet at all, as the fooliſh Dottors fallly ſay , bur 
it remains corroſive, even by their own confetlion ; for 
they affirm , That M-rcary difſolved in Aqua Fort:s, by boyl- 
in! in Axuniia, becomes ſweet ; yet afterwards they con- 
fels , that Impoſthumations, Puirid Fleſh, and the like, ar: 
conſumed by it ; which two Aﬀertions are diametrically 
contrary one to another : This is that which made 7'p- 
pocrates to break forth into a ſmiling laughter, and to 
fay , They know not wh.t thty do, From their Fruits there- 
fore , and Works, you ſhall know them (vs. e. ) the Works 
of Fire prove true Fire, and Mercxry conſuming Impo- 
{tumes 1s true Precipitate , becauſe it performes the Ope- 
rations of Mercury Precipitate , as 1 have ſhewed by their 
own Confeflion, and alto by the affuſion of Alcaly ; for 
they are both obſcurely Yellow , as well the Red Prect- 
pitate of Vigo, as This boiled with Greaſe or Ax#nzia. 

Truly the condition of Mortals is to be lamented, 
whileſt Phyfck, which is the Nobleit and Famouleſt of all 
Sciences, in our days , is ſuffered to bedirefted by Stupid 
lznorants , and for this reaſon it is juſtly proclaimed rhe 
meaneſt of all Arts. 

Do not our (Anceſtors, thoſe ſhining Lights of Learn- 
ing, teach us, 'That Terreſtrial Mercxry is as the Ca- 
leſtial ? And thoſe things which are in the Superior, are 
alfoin the Inferior World? And to what Planet Mercury 1s 
joyned (z.e.) towhat Vertue it1s united , it takes upon 
it the nature of the ſame, fince 1t is pregnant with the 
{eeds of all things, 

ohannes dz Vigo 41d conſider Terreſtrial Mercary , 
as Cauſtick, whence by the advice of his Predeceflors, 
he zoyned It with an Earthly Planet, whoſe Vertue was 
Fiery and Cauſtick ; itembraced the nature of This, and 

| be- 


- 


—__ as > avs . os a. ac. oa 


Hs CLAVIS, 
-ecame Cauftick, according to the DoQrine of the An- 
cients, andiscalled the Precip tate Mercury of Vigo. 

The ſame Vigo wanted a Terreſtrial Anodin: of AL.renry, 
whence allo, following the ſame Doctrine of the Anci- 
ents, he Joyncd it with Anodine «things, viz. Gr-aſcs , or 
S.ts , Oyl:s, Frozgs, whole nature it aſſumed, and be- 
came nodine. 

Sothat Mercury takes the form of That, by which 1t is 
diſſolved , and it 1s mingled with it, as I have ſhewed 
clearly enough, concerning the Alcalyes of Fegerabl-s. 
Te that hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 

Henceit appears, That the Inventor of the Precipitare, 
and alfo of the Anodine Plaiſter ( whather it were Vigo, * 
or any one clſe, it is not my part toenquire in this place) 
was not only a Man of Experience, but an Underſtan- 
der alſo of ghe Cauſes of Things, and conſequently a 
IWiſe Man; wo that it'is a piece of frivalous and abſurd 
Ignorance , and Fanatick Dotage , ta go about to reform: 
actions of knowing Perſons; Our of my -pitty to ſuch 
Undertakers , I ſhall do them the beſt ſervice to bury 
this their inſipid Diſcourſe, in perpetyalſilence , leſt they 
ſhould be expoſed to the laughter and derifion of Freth- 
Water Apothecaries, yea of the Vulgar it ſelf: I wiſh they 
would learn hereafter , what they know not, before they 
babble forth their Scurrilities againſt the Truth, and the 
Ancient, Hippocratical Doctrine of Phyſick, At this game 
I confeſs yox art ſuperior to me , fer you know how to 
paint and ſet forth the fooleries of men, ſo neatly, thar 
in thisart I muſt needs lay down the Bucklers. Bur that 
your diſcaſe may not be Chronical, pray have a care how 
you often vomir out ſich things ? 

Moreover Mercury Precipitate , now made Cauſtick by 
the Aqsa Fortis, for conſuming Putrid Fleſh, as all Skil- 
ful Chyrargeons acknowledge , may be mixed , as Exigency 
requires , with any Oyntment, To what purpoſe then 
is this Anodine compoſition with Precipitate ? eſpecially 
in Countries where Y\pers greaſe is ſold dearcr than Gold? 
whence this Greaſe is not anly mixed with the Precip;rate 
againſt the intent of the Inventor, but moreover is odi- 


ous and troubleſome to Aporthcearies ( eſpecially fince 
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Fors-greaſe will do as well with pr:cipitateY as allo un- 
protitable to the- Sick, 

You have now heard , Oye Truyth-reſpetting hearers, 
on. what ground this Plaiſter of Froggs , with Acvenry , 
hath been reform:d. Ir is your part , to judge whether 
that ingenious Perſon , fohn de 1:20 ,, deſerves tobe con- 
tumeliouſly Reproached for r!1is ? And , whether That 
barren , inſipid , and truthlels Doctrine be to be ſutfer- 
ed , which Rails againit borh the order of Natpre , and 
alſo the wile inſtitutions of our Anceſtors? by which , 
hopeful Youth in tender years being ſeaſoned , the Poylon 
of Ignorance and Unskilfulnels grows up with them, 
and fo the wound becomes Incurable. But theſe things , 
were not of ſo great moment, if the Health of Man 
were not endangered thereby ; for they preſcribe to the 
Sick, Simpl: water for Cordial., Vin:gar#for an Epi- 
leptick Remedy, Cauſticks for Anodines ; PSyſon of Cop- 
per for a wholſome Medicine. Sick and weak Perſons 
can hope for no Cure from ſuch men , but only a fooliſh 
profuſion of their money ; and at length the loſs of their 
lives to boot:Let them-then avaunt,and be packing to the 
fartheſt Garamantes, with their Sp:rit of Venus , and their 
Counterfeit receits ; Let them not trouble the Civil World; 
Let them there weep , like Women , ſince here they. have 
not acquitted themſelves like Mea. 

Order now requires, thatT ſhould ſheyy whar Afercur, 
Sublimated is? ſincelI have laid That down, as an Inftru- 
ment in the examen of of Alcalyes? How 7t is Prepared, 
Hippoc. Chym. ſhews chap. 29. Where obſerve, that /:- 
triol Rubehied, or Calcined to Redneſs , 1s not added, to 
encreale the weight of the Aercary (as theſe magnitick 
Maltcrs with. their Partizans, do ſuppoſe y for then it 
would not be calcined to-the higheſt Red, bur ro Whitc- 
neſs only, as is done in the diſtillation of Yirriot,, whole 
Caput Morinum., left after diſtillation of the Spirit? , 1s 
molt fit tor this purpoſe; and therefore we need; not its 
Spirit to add weight to the Adercnry) but It 15 added), 
that the Sulphureous Nitre might apprehend the Stalphur 
Ot the immature Metal, lying hid in the Rubeficd Fier:- 
s. <l have ſhewcdl efore; and ſoby their oj"—_ 
they: 
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they may diſſolve the Mcreury. This is the reaſon why 
Rubefgied Yitriol is required. But the quantity is Qua- 
druple in reſpect of rhe Salts, becauſe Theſe are of calic 
fuſion in the Fire, from the which by Rubefied itriols, 
they are preſerved : fee more in ppoc. Chymic, in the 
fore-cited chapter, 

The tame Aercary once ſublimated, needs not again 
be re-ſublimated with new Powders, as the unskilful .4p- 
provers think, becatie it doth not put off or depoſe the 
Acid Spirits once abſorbed , fo as to ſtandin need to re- 
aſſume the ſame from new Powders : and ſuppoſe thart it 
were ſublimated an hundred times with new Powder,yct 
it would never become purer , as they falſly affirm ; the 
reaſon is , becauſe this way the External Sulphur is not 
ſeparated , neither doth Suſcipere magis velminus , al- 
though ( Legyimately, as they tay ) athouſand , yea an 
hundred thouſand times it be reſublimated ; And the word 
Legitimately in this place , doth diſcover their groſs igno- 
rance, and ſtands for noother uſe, but ro be nauſceous 
to the underſtandings of Wiſe-Men ; bur it receives as 
much as is enough forits ſaturation, as they know well, 
who have ſometimes diſſolved Mercary in Azua Forts ; 
which if it be not ſufficiently Powerful, the Grain ot 
Mercury remains untouched and quick , becauſe it could 
not imbibe That which was not ; and on the other fide, 
the water could not diflolve it , becauſe it wanted Acid 
Salt. Truly this word ( Legitimate ) with this ( per.r 
Mercury) and the reitof their falle Receits may well e- 
acugh be diſcarded ard abandoned even by the Pumeſt 
Apothecaries, But when ſublimate Mercwry is freed from 
the Acid Spirits by Vegetable Alcaly , and is fetched back 
quite from the Retort , then indeed it may be mixed with 
new Powders , and again ſublimated; which way the 
Deans with their fellows are yet ignorant of: yet neverthe- 
leſs it would not become more pare and ſplendant,becauſe in 


its firft ſublimation irtneglectcd all char, which was not of 


its own nature 1 the Feces and Caput Mortunm : but it 
would come over and return in lets quantity, becauſe it 
would return to Elements by frequent ſublimation and 
revivification, as I] have ſhcwed above concerning Alcaly 
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The Revivik- 
cation of Sab- 
limzze or Pre- 
cipnate Mercie 
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of Tartar, concerning Spirit of Virol, and-concerning 
V.negar: ice Hippoc. Chym. chap. 10. 

This forcſ2id mixture of Aercary with Rubefied Vieriol; 
Nurc,and Salt , if you ſublime it, not by little and little, 
but in great hatte , and more than is fit , the Aſcrewry will 
concrete, in the rop of the Caput Mortunm , into Tucid 
and great Chryſtals, like Wire, and not inferior toa Dia - 
mond in luitre ,, which theſe Babblers vaunt for a great 
Secret, andaffirm it to be The pureſt Aﬀerenry. or whom 
the ſpeech of p_ in Sendsvogiue may well be apphed, 
That 'tis natural for hims to [a7h at fools; which Diſeaſe, 
as Cardan lays, they may eaſily Cure without a Cudgel, 
by cating Hens brains, the Teſticles of Doves and Tor- 
toiſes, and by drinking a little White-wine Vinegar every 
day : If Cardan had had any knowledge of this child of 
Venus ( newly born to theſe Obſtreperous PoFors ) per> 
haps he would have preferred it before Vinegar, ſince duly 
exhibited , it cares Epilept:ck and Melancholy perſons , wit- 
ncts the Phyſical Doctors of the Auſtrian and Norimberg 
Colledge. In the interim let their humours be purged 
with black Hellebore, would all Anticyra had enough of 
tt ; Let them drink Capon-broth.,, and ſmell tothe flowers 
of Nymphea , which , with their grateful ſmell domighrti- 
ty chear nhe ſpirits ofthe Heart;and engrave Ariſtotle in a 
Topaze, walking Tewpe. Hitherto Cardan, to which I 
add, that unleſs theſe overwiſe DoCtors, with their fel- 
lows had approved and owned this child of Venus; the 
ſimpleſt man alive would never have believed there was 
ever any ſuch thing. Burt lo, I communicate to you, this 
great Artifice gratss. 

To conclude rherefore , I affirm, that neither Aercary 
ſublimated ,. or precipitated, ill- handled with Vipers- 
greaſe, and mortified in Ygaua Forts, and alſo mixed with 
Alcalyzes , and Reviviſicated with anaked fire out of a Re- 
tort, and by conſequence, weak and-frail, as Alcatyes, 
nor 1:0 other Matter, can be fo deltroyed, but-it will 
{till ſhew ſometiyng of its Torm, 
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CHAP: VIIL 


That Acid: doth both DeFftroy and Perfeft, and 
that ihe Fire , the Sun, and Acid, have the 
ſame Vertues and Powers. 


- Have ſhewed in the beginning , Chap. 24. both by 
Authority and Experience, That Nature hath endued 
Seeds with the leait part of Acidity , becauſe of them- 
felves they receive Increaſe, and are multiplied; as ap- 
ars manifeſtly in a grain of Corn, the quantity of whoſe 
natural Acid , is computed to be the 8200. part, in re- 
ſpe of its Body ,. as the Sages. of Natures Myſteries 
reach us: Bur if it be macerated with . any - mollifying 
Humour , with the addition of a convenient Heat, the 
mnate ſpark of its Acid , is excited, which doth ſo di- 
ftend andenlargeit ſelf, that it ſeems evidently to be 
moved our. of its place , and by this Expanſive Motion 
ir doth compreſs and overcome its S:#er, whomit loves, 
(5.e.) as well the Alcaly of its own body, as That 
which it drew from the Water, and turns It into its, own 
Nature ) that 1s, into Acid: I call this motion, as both 
the Vulgar and Philoſophers do, Fermentation; fo out of 
Barley , which according to Hippocrates, is of a cold na- 
ture , there 1s made not only a temperate , .but an in- 
ebriating Drink , called Ale , or Beer ;z out of which , 
by the Art of Diſtillation, there is elicited Aqua Ardens 
( which , before Fermentation, was not in the Barley ) .no- 
thing inferior toSpirit of Wine, yea thougtit be inflamable, 
as (Hippoe. Chymic. ſhews chap. 18; but the-innate Acid is 
multiphed , cither of irs own- accord , or by Art , viz. 
by the addition of its like Acid, which by reafon of its ſi- 
militude is eaſily admitted ( like being pleaſed with like ) 
and which,by a common name we call Ferment;but if we 
would excite that ſmall portion of Acid , wmate in the 
- Grain, 
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Grain, by an Acid, not of the ſame narure but having 
a mineral Soxl; as for Example , by the Acid of F:- 
triol, Nitre, Salt, or the like , then the more generous 
and Porent would ſurpaſs the weaker, and would choake 
it, which not enduring the yoke of Tyranny, would be 
quite deſtroyed and converted into nothing. 

'So a Pearl poſſeſſes , in reſpe&t of its body, the 82c0. 
part of innate moſt precious Acid , upon which , if there 
ſepervene a more powerful Acid , taken from aiother fa- 
mily, v5z, from Vinegar diſtilled from «Argo ( which: 
they ridiculouſly call a Secret Menſtraum ) and doth ex- 
erciſe Tyranny over it, The Refor in the Pearl is ſup- 
preſſed, and that elear and precious light, the Child of 
rhe Sun, is flain , which would willingly have relieved 
the Vital Lumen of the Sick , unleſs it had been unjultly 
ſubjugated by the Vinegar from Yerdigreaſe ,; that is, the 
falſe Spirit of Veuws., Pear} therefore, ſo diſſolved , can 
do no good, unleſs the weak Stomach of the Patient can 
ſubdue and conquer that Acid Salt ( as 1 have befors 
ſhewed in magiſtery of Corals) left there bythe Vinegar. 
For as Vinegar diſtilled from Yerdigreaſe , doth rule over, 
and ſubdue the vital /ight of Pearls , 'tis fo in Diſcales, 
viz. The Vital {zzhr is ſuppreſſed by the more Potent 
Morbous Acid ( as Hippocrates ſays, De veteri Medicina) 
which if it be 1mbibed , as the Acid by the Alcaly, orit 
It be diluted -and ſeparated from the affected place , the 
Vital {;yghr foon recovers : ſee Hippoc. Chym c. chap. 21. 
Hence aroſe that Famous ſaying , which is no leſs true in 
Philoſophy, than in Divinity ; The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of Wiſd1m ; which is as much as to ſay , Dothou 
not deſtroy Acids by Acids, againſt the command of the 
moſt High , bur ſweetly and lovingly cheriſh them, fo 
ſhalr thou be Wiſe, as ſaith our Lord himſelf; a grain of 
Corn falling vpon looſe and ſpongy earth ( not upon that 
which 1s hard bound , which depreſſes even the innate 
light (and therefore muſt be plowed and turned up ) is 
there difſolyed and loſerh its exterior ſhape, yet its innate 
light ſuffers not, but in its own rime produceth fruits 
like it ſelf; neither is it diffipated, becauſe the Suns Child 
doth extend it {elf inſpongy earth, and embraces its Siſter 
Alc.Ay, 
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Alealy,which it loves, which being impregnated , attracts 
Nouriſhment from Far, of whictr both 'of them do con- 
ſiſt,and ſoboth of them rogether produce fruits like them- 
ſelves. This natural Operation and Proceſs is the fear of 
the Lord -and the beginning of Wiſdom. 

Bur when a gratn of Cornis caſt into Fire ( s.e.*) into 4 
more powerful Acid, not agreeable to its own Nature , 
but taken from another family , or into Sulphurous earth, 
or into Comnterfegt Spirit of Venus; then is there commit- 
tcd a fin of Dilobeditence againſt the command of God ; 
and the Grain, as well in Matter as Form, is corrupted, 
difſipated , and made unprofitable both for Generation and 
Fermentation; as I have before ſhewed in Pearl difſolved 
in Vinegar :» ſo the fear of God, is notregarded, and in- 
ſtead of the beginning of Wiſdom, there grows up the be- 
ginning of Folly ; where we may obſerve ,. that as the A- 
cid innate in the Grain ,. doth att by Fermentation, and 
multiply it ſelf, cither in vertue or number; ſo allo Fire , 
which 18 Acid, inflamed, doth att as feyment ; and never 
gives over, till it finds ſomething on which it might aft , 
after the manner of ferment, oramight make it like, or 
equal to it ſelf, 

So that whatſoever is diflolved in an Acid , out” of its 
own family , or more powerful than its innate Acid, -pre- 
{ently 4ts weak Acid is ſuppreſs'd , and: being diflolved-, 
it muſt needs take npon it the natureof the Diſfolvent ; 
for the Acid in diſſolving ,. is coagulated and imbibed by 
the innatc Alcaly of the Thing,and the weight of the ſame 
Thing 1s encreafed by the dillolvent. Acidzas I have ſhew- 
ed above concerning the counterfeit Child of Yen gact- 
ing upon Corals ; and in my Hippoc. Chymicus , conCern- 
ing Sublimate Acrcavy. 1 fay , they all encreaſe in weight 
trom the External Acid, which to the utmoſt of its pow- 
er doth fipprets and kill the Internal ; and: that not-on- 
ly in the /ia humid , as I have ſhewed ; but in the Seen; 
fiery ; and+burning way: An Example whereof may be 
icen in che following Experiment fs + © 

Lead, to the weight of zoo Drachms ; being burnt-im 
arcverberatory ftame of dry: Wood into Powder, which 
s VeryRed (for the weak Acid the Lead is ſapprefſed 

| b 


Y 


G7 


Fire is the 1n- 
fAimnion of th® 
Acid Fefmerce 


Prep2rz::07 of 


Mint. 


Otto T achenus, 


by the imperious Acid kindled Flame 9 ard it Toſes the 
name of L:4d , and the Figure to05, and again puts on 
a fiery Colour , and is called from its ſhining Redneſs, 
by means of the maltering Acid , A:rjum. Weigh this 
-in a ballance, and you ſhall find the Af num encreafed 
ten drachms from the kindled Fi'ame for as in the moiſt 
w.7, Corals diflolved in falſe Spirit of Fen, and coagu- 
lated, do receive an augmentation; ſo alla Lead, 
in the dry and cry way , 1s encrealed and augmented 
from the Acid in the flame; 4ipp-c. Chymic. chap. 26, 
For there is the ſame reaton in both, which, the Dear: 
with their I cllows cannot comprehend ; and that makes 
them cry out , That the eacreaſe of ten drachms in the Mini - 
um , doth not proceed from the Acid out of the kmaled flame, 
but from the Air.. What do your Doctorſhips ſay ? 
From the Air ! whether will ye go? ſtrait tro Anticyre, 
I adviſe you, with the company going before you for 
your Cure. For Philoſophers ſay, that Air is Natures 
Sieve, through which Vertues and Influences are tran(- 
mitted, and that it is impatient of a Facxum , no ways 
condenſable of it felf, but an immortal and moſt ſubril 
Fume , kindled from the heavenly Fire, &c. I have 
ſhewed before, that in /t, the Sun's Child doth inhabit, 
"which , aſſumes not a Body , unleſs with his beloved Si- 
ſter ; The authority and experience bath of the Old , and 
alſo the Modern true Philoſophers bear witneſs hereun- 
to: So that the Air being moſt ſubtil-and incondenſible 
of it ſelf, can add no weight to the Afininm. 

The Air it ſelf, is neither light nor heavy , neither is it 
compreſſed of its own accord, but by ſome force, in the 
barrel of a Gun, from which it again breaks our by force: 
we ſee the ſame thing in that Glaſſy Orgas , which is 
called a Weather-glaf, the Air mdecd is compreſled in it, 
by Cold, but is again: rarched and dilated by Hear. If 
therefore the Air, m a cold ſeaſon, did add weight to 
the Mminu , it woukd make it lighter in an hor : Burt Af- 
num weighs alike in all Seaſans; (© that it is not the. 
Air that gives weight to the Afinigw. 

Burt ſuppoſing , though not granting , that the Child 
of the Sun, dwclling inthe Air , did aſſume a body Y 
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the Miniam z yet this would not be, but in ſome years 
ſpace; as I have ſhewed in the Matrix of VNitre and Mines 
of Vitriol, But Minizm, newly drawn out from the Fur- 
ace and as yer hot, weighs as much as it will do ſome 
years after; ſothatrhe Chuld of the Sz», neither hath a- 
ny Tabernacle in the Ainmm , nor gives any weight 
tO It, 

The Air being impatient of a Vacaum , agIhaveſhewed 
by the authority of Philoſophers , is always filled with 
in Aqueous Humour , which in the cold preſently con- 
cretes to Water. Take a familiar houſhold example , 
when we drink cold things in the hot Summer-time , our 
of a Glaſs, as ſoon as the Glaſs is filled with the cold Li- 
quay , preſently it is troubled , becauſe the Aqueous Va- 
por , diſperſed through the Air , is condenled by the 
Cold , and ſticks there, inſo great quantity , that ſome- 
times drops do falldown:Here they wonderfully liftup their 
Creſts, ang cry aloud rejoycingly, Now you are catched ; 
This 1s thak Aqueous Vapor,which is attrafied by the M- 
nium our of the Air,and adds the weight to it; bur ſoft and 
fair, Your Aqueous Vapor doth concrete in Cold, and again 
rarefy in hot Weather , which your ridiculous and childiſh 
Experiment proves , viz. The Capat Mortuwm of Vitriol 
( 4.e. the Fax of Vitriol ; out of which the Spirits by 
one ſingle diſtillation , have been drawn) bein ax 6" 
tothe Air, 1s again ſaturated with Spirit of Farul, which , 
if it be diſtalled, doth again yield Spirit, 

Lo , O Curious and Truth-loving Reader ,This is their 
Proof (that as the Capat Mortaum of Vitriol is again ſatia- 
tcd with Spirit in the Air ; ſo alſo Ainwm drawn from the 
Furnace, is ſaturated out of the Air with weight) which 
is both Childiſh-and Ridiculous ; and, as I have ſhewed 
all the reſt to be falſe, and illunderſtood, fol ſhall like- 
wiſe demonſtrate This to be moſt Falſe, and leaſt of all 
underſtood by the whole Colledze of Guellers. 

For if Yitriol have once undergone the tyranny of a 
quick Fire , the.Child of the Sz» aCts no more upon it, 
than it doth an an Egg boiled, forthe hatching of the Chick: 
Now burnt: trial doth attract from the Air by reaſon of 
its drineſs,, becaulc ;it is without, moiſture, not the Acid 
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Spirit of Y7triol, but an Aqueous Vapor ; which , when 
the YVitriol grows hot , either by the S#»x', or by Fire , a- 
gain flies into Air, as it is the property of all Water. 
For if that Capat Mortaum could again re-aſſume the na- 
rure of YVitriol in the Air, that Famous Diſtiller of Spir.: 
of Vitriol at Amſterdam , who furniſhes not only near the 
third part of Exrope, but alſo all Ships , and both the 
Indies therewith , yearly expending many thouſands of 
pounds upon it ; if it being once Diſtilled and Expoſed 
to the Air, would again become Vitriel;, he would have 
Inck in a Bag ,-as we ſay : but as it is falſe, that the 
Caput Mortuum of Vitriol returns to Yutriol, fo it is alſo an 
untruth,that the Aqueous Vapor adds weight to the J4:- 
um ; Which T prove by this Experiment: | « 

Take at leaft an'Onnee of Xiniwm,ſuch as is common- 
iy ſold, and in a Glazed Earthen Veſlel,large and low,put 
it for a Night ina Bakers hot Oven,or elſe expoſe it to the 
Noon-day Sun ; whoſe heat as it doth exiccate not only 
the Hamid Miniam, but alſb.dries up Mariſhes, Lakes, and 
Rivers; ſo inlike mannerit- would expel the Himidity of 
the Air,if there were any inthe Anizm:butthe ſame weight 
of Minizm which was put-in, is alſo drawn forth from the 
Oven, or heat of the Sun; ſo that That which gives weight 
tothe Miniam, 1s not the Child of the Sun, .nor. the Air, 
nor Water ; therefore, againſt the abſard prateing of the 
Deans and Approvers, . it muſt needs be the Acidity in the 
kindled Flame, . which , as the falſe Spirit of Yexus exer- 
ciſing tyranny over the Debile-Acid in the Meadalla of 
Pearls,or ih Coral,adds weight to Themn , ſo alſo the Acid 
kindled in. the Flame,which by its tyrannical power and 
force doth- keep down and ſuppreſs the Debile Acid in the 
Lead,is fixed into Alcaly,rules overt, and gives weight to 
it; Hippoc, Chymic. Chap, 26.” 

We may learn fron hence, that if the Reader ( who- 
ſever hebe , enquiring after the truth; in thoſe infinite 
doubts , which in ſong Art do daily occur) ſhould have 
recourſe to theſe Drans and their Aſſociates, what profit 
could he get thereby ? Surely rione,whichplairffy appears, 
by that counterfeit and lamentable piece of Science,which 
they hand forth to the whole World; forthey- call Simpl? 
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Water Volatil: Salt of Tartar, and moreover judge it anin- 
comparable Cordial.Befides,with what.pompous and ſwel- 
ling Words,do they ſhameleſly adorn-it ? and commend iz 
to their poor Neighbours,and to the Sick?as I have ſhewed 
above in the Chapter of the Difference of Salts, in their 
own Words there quoted : They. ſay alfo , That Vinegar 
Diſtill:d is the Son of Venus, that Acid is not in Graines of 
Kerm:s, that Gold is not Fixed and Conſtant in the Fire; that 
Mercury corroded with Canſtich Watct is made ſweet by boil- 
1ng with Vipers Greaſe ; that Minium acquires weight from 
the Air ; and infinite other abſurdities, which I ſhall anon 
diſcover. Fye for ſhame, defile not Youth , with theſe 
fooleries and falſities .: Diſptite not de Lana Caprina , and 
afrer the diſpute ended , :you -filence your Opponents 
in a matter of mo value , and gain nothing but an em- 
pty putf of breath : And then in your ſilence, Truth, as 
the Philoſopher fays, though .unſought for, will come.to 
light , if ſhemay. Burt, leaving theſe Jejune Interpre- 
rers of Phyſick, who proceed to the Praftick-Part, as 
the Aſs to his fodder, not knowin$ to what he lays his 
Lips ; Iſhall goon to, prove , that there is 4cidin Fire, 
by This, no leſs Noble, than profitable and .pleaſanc 
Example. | 
I ſhewed before , That the Salts of Vegetables do pre- 
ſerve their forms untouched from Comman Fire, and that 
they illude the violence thereof, either more or leſs : And 
if ſuch a power bein Vegetables, muſt not the Mineral 
family attain a degree thereof , more or leſs perfect ? 
To make this out, Let Flint be the Example , which 
is moſt conſtant in the Fire, and Corals (the Red are 
always to be choſen ) leſs conſtant -: .A Flint ( the White 
is to be choſen Y"is corroded by no Acid Liquor , no 
not by Aqua Fortis it ſelf ; becauſe.it hath obtained a Tem- 
perament equal to its Nature ( ;, e Yit hath got ſo much 
Acid,as in a juſt Ballance can fatisfic and ſaturate its Alcaly; 
for if never. ſo little Alcaly did ſuperabound , the Exter- 
nal Acid would find an eaſie ingreſs; ſo that a Flint can 
be diflolyed by no Acid, no not by the falſe Son of Vena, 
in regard of the equal and perfect mixture of the Acid 
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But Corals , not being: enriched by Nature , with (>. 
much Acid , as can faturate their own proper Alcaly, 
are therefore leſs Conitant ; whehce it come to paſs, 
that if you pour any manifeſt Acid on Them, preſently 
it corrodes them ; and ſuch a quanty of the Acid is im- 
bdibed by them, tiil tt be brought to an AEquil.brium with 
the Alcaly , and thereupon the diſſolved Corals be en- 
creaſed in weight, as} have ſhewed before in Aagiſtery 
prepared the common Way. 

A Flint burnt in the Fire , as it receives not Acid 
and Hamid Liquors, o iris neither encreaſed nor leſſened 
in its weight from the 4cid Flame of the Fire, be- 
cauſe Acid , which may avolate, doth not ſuperabound 
in it ; nor is the Alcaly thirſty, whigh might imbibe 
the Acid Salt of the Corals, or Aqua Ferris, 'tis only 
the Nutritive Glew which dies; which in Pearls and Crabs 
Eyes (as I have ſhewed) is like ro thin Pellicles or Co- 
verings, which are not diſſolved by the falſe Spirit of 
Venus , becauſe they are Pin:wous. But Corals duly 
burnt ,. (in the Flame either of Coals or Wood )do en- 
creaſe in weight, becauſe there is an overplus of the 
thirſty Alcaly in them, which could not be ſaturated 
by their proper Acid : hence itis, that they eaſily ad- 
mit the External , either humid or kindled in Flame , 
and ſo far, by means of the received Acid, they encreaſe 
in weight; as I haveſhewed before in Magiſtery. - 

Flint burnt in Fire, till it chop and gape,becomes Cau- 
ſtick, and turns living or dead Fleſh into rottenneſs, 

But Corals in like manner burnt or calcined in the 
Fire , rill they chop, do not affect either vin; Fleſh 
or dead, becauſe they become a Powder almoſt infipid. 

Flint burnt, until the Glew (5. e. ) the Aliment dics, 
is called Calx or Lime, -which, being yet freſh, grows 
hor with Water poured on it, and its .Ac:d Acts upon its 
powerful and proper Alcaly; and they are both turned 
into a. ſtony or petrous ſubſtance, which coagulates 
with-it , whatfocver it layes hold off. 

Corals duly burat for fix days and nights, rill the Ali- 
ment die in} a flame of ' Wood, or Coals, do increaſe 
in weight ; they grow pot hot upon the aftuſton of Wa- 
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ter, becauſe they have not ſo much .4cid, as will ſif- 
fice for a mbtual Ation or Combate, neither is it coa- 


gulated into a ſtony ſubſtance, 


Out of Flint, Calcined with Vegetable Alcaly, is ex- 
tracted a Lixiviam , which boiled with Suet or Fat, be- 


Comes Sope. 


If Alcaly of Vegetables be added to Calcined Corals,. 


The Alcaly extraCts from them the Acid drawn from the 
Flame, and the Corals fall into a White Infipid Powder. 
Pour Diſtilled Vinegar on Calcined Flint-, and the Vi- 
negar diſiolves its Alcaly with bubbles and hitling. 

But if you pour the ſame Vinegar on theſe Calcined 
Corals, they are wholly diſſolved, without either bub- 
bles or noiſe , becauſe being ſaturated for ſix days 
and nights by the Acid Flame, they are nolonger Thirſty : 
on which Solution , pour Tre: Sp.rit of FVuridt , which 
(as I have ſhewed before ).doth keep down the weaker 


Ac dof the Diſtilled Vinegar , and aſlociates to its (elf 


the Alcaly of Corals; bur the Fire , or Life of the Co- 
rals is united with the Vinegar , and ſo the whole 
Compoſition is Red. This Rednefſs is the Life of Corals, 
according to Paracelſus, which you may learn to ſe- 
parate by the Midwifry of your helping Hand, and you. 
ihall have a Cordigl not to be deſpiſed ; of which Plats 
forbids me toſpeak any more in this place : See Hippoc,. 
Chymic, Chap. 27. 

As the Life , ar the Acid of Flints, is White, or Dark 
Colour, or Green , intended according to the innate 
humid, as Vitrification ſhews ; ſo of Red Corals it is [park- 
ling, which difference of Colours and Vercues proceeds 
from their firſt Seed, which Art cannot effect ; ifany one 

retend to-it , he isa Lyer. But to bring the Seeds to. 

aturity , that they may produce the Fruits , this is a: 
priviledge granted to Philoſophers, not to Ideots. 

So that our Calcined Corals become not a Calx, be- 
cauſe they have not the properties of Calx , as the ri- 
diculous and *putid Flock of vain Doors do ignorantly 
affirm ; for Corals are as murh eſteemed by the Indians, as 
Indian Pearls are by #s : Wherefore Corals and their Bo- 
tes ( as all other Jewels, which take their forms from 

the 


e. 
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2 Cdlx. 


68 


Otto T achenius, 


The Verwes of the Limpid Fountains of the Heaven and the Sun ) are 
the Tin&are of made of the pureſt Drops, impregnated with. Cceleftial 


C orals, 


Iron whit ? 


Influences; hence it is, that they contain many and ex- 
cellent Vertues in them, which, if any one deſire to draw 
forth , he muſt approach nearer, and open tie locked 
doors, otherwiſe than by begging Receiprs (andsThoſe 
ill underitood) as it were: from door to door, or by pre- 
icribing quid pro quo to the Sick., or by a perulant ble- 
miſhing of the Truth, by raging and. unheard off Male- 
dicence. But the Ignorant Vulgar hath this ſottiſh pro- 
perty, that whatit doth not underſtand at firſt reading, 
That it contemns.and loads with foetid. Calumnies ; And 
yer herein it judges it ſelf not [gnorant , but very Wiſe; 
but by this. very thing they manifeſt their folly ro the 
trucly Wiſe, when to their own followers they would ſeem 
to be Wiſe; for 'tis a wretched thing, in endeavouring 
ro procure a Name to ones ſelf, tro be expoſed, as a 
Ridicle, to all underſtanding Perſons. 
The Martigenous Hornets provoke and challenge the 
Eagle. Take notice, Brethren efthe woful Combarte. 
Having hitherto proved that Acid doth both deſtroy ' 
and alſo perfect, iris a Subject agreeable to this Chapter, 
to treat of the Deſtruction of Tros : That Iron differs 
from all other Mettals,it appears by its terreous Principles, 
whence the Acid thereof, wanting us Siſter Acely, dwels 
in an earthly moſt inconſtant matter ; wherefore it va- 
niſhes of its own accord, or its innate Acid is eaſily op- 
preſſed ty an external Acid ſupervencing; and ſo the 
whole ſubſtance of Iron is turned to- ruſt. - Hippocrates 
took notice of this Volatile Acid of1ron, hence he reaches 
in his Tract - De- Dieta , that when 1t is quenched in 
Water, it acquires Strength ; becauſe the. Light Alcaly 
in the Water, is a True Comforter of the Light Acid 
in the Iron : and Cutlers do ſtrengthen It with the Al- 
caly of Animals, which is-alfo Volatile , as Hippocrates 
Chymic. ſhews , Chap. 19. For this cauſe Ariſtotle the 
4- Meteorol. not without Reaſon , makes a difference 
berwixt [ron and all other Metals. Gold, ſays he, Silv-r, 
Braſs, Tyn, Lead, Dnick-filver, belong to Water ; but Iron 
70 the earth: and Galen ſays, 4. de Facult, Simplic. MMedie 
cament. 
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cament. * That Iron is a terreows and craſs Body , &c. 

So that the Acid degenerating or dying of its own ac- 
cord,or being ſeparated by the ſtronger,there remains only 
the terreous principle ( as H:ppoc. Chymic. ſhews of Al- 
caly of Tartar Chap. 10.) which by the Ancients and by Pra- 
cticers of Phylick,as Dzoſcorides witneſſeth,is called Reſt. 

This R#bigo 18 alſo prepared by Art , outof the duſt 
or fileings of Iron , .when the ſharpeſt Vinegar is poured 
onit, and it.is dried in. the San , and again afterwards 
dipped in Vinegar-.and dried ; then it muſt be waſhed with 
common water and dried; and ſo keptpowdered and ſmall. 

And as Vinegar, ſoalfo all ſorts of Acids, do turn Iron 
mto Rebigo; yea Gold it ſelf doth- occultly and preſently 
turn that Acid into R«ft; asI have ſhewed Chap. 2. 

Hence we ſee.the-Cauſe, why Gold cannot be conglu- 
tinated with Iron , unleſs it firſt aſſumes a Cypreous N- 
rure, as Hippoc. Chymic. boldly ſhews, Chap. 28. concern- 
ing the Golden Nail ; for. the Truth offends none , but 
thoſe that hate 1t; . 

The Lord Amwberrt,a Noble man of France, in his Natural 
and Moral Hiſtory of the American Ilands , proves by 
Eye Witneſſes, rhat the Unicorn 1s not a four-footed Ani: 
mal, but a FifÞ, that hath an Horn growing in his Fore- 
head ;z yet he grievoully. offended, -not the Lovers of 
Truth, but thoſe. only. who made a Monopoly of thoſe 
Hornes : ſo 1 never read that Moraliſts, or Polit cians id 
envy the Truth,though Hoarſe Grafs-hoppers-chirp againit 
it,and the Cxckows ſubſcribe and: approve their-Note. He 
that is affraid of the Truth,is not perfett ; for an Adept,or 
one compleatly Wiſe,fhould fear nothing.For which Cauſe, 
I was always willing , -that »»y Hippoc. Chymic. ſhould 
ſpeak the Truth out and not conceal it , not fearing a- 
ny thing nor reſpecting either. the friendſhip or hatred of 
any Sect; ,but that it ſhould. give things their proper 
Names, not being ſolicitous either to-offend or pleaſe: in 
imitation-of Thxcydides , who perceiving the Writings of 
Herodotins to be in great eſteem, I had rather , ſayes he, 
diſpleaſe by. (peaking the truth , than pleaſe by relating Fa- 
bles ; becauſe by diſpleaſing I gain , but by pleaſing I here. 
But I retura whence | digretled. This molt ancient me of 
ron 
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"Iron , that it raight be more pleaſant to the Eye, the 


* Carions began to burnir in an acute Flame, into a ſmall 


Powder , and from its fair redneſs , they call it Crocas 
Alartw. : 

Bur uſe, age, and experience, being our daily Inſtry- 
ors , they obſerved , That This 1s a long and tedious 
way of turning Iron into Reſt by the aiperſion of Vine- 
gar ; therefore they burnt the duſt or Filings of Iron in 
an acute Flame , the acidity whercof bang {et on fire, 
they tound they could make more of this light and rare 
red Powder in aday, than they could do with Vinegar in 
a month ; ſo that they rejected the long and tedious, and 
took to the quicker way of operation : This Powder they 
called Croczs Martis from its redneſs. 

So that Filings or Scobs of Iron, or its Natural or Arti- 
ficial Ruſt , either with Vinegar eroded , and afterward 
reverbcratcd in the Flame, or elſe without Vinegar by 
Flame ſimply , or with Vinegar from e/£rmge , or Falſe 
Spirit of Venus , being converted intoa red Powder or Li- 
quor( for it is all one ) and taken by the Mouth, have a 
ſtrengthening Vertue,ſo thatThey are good for the Stomack 
and for a Looſe Liver,for Dyſentericks and Lientericks , 
and all moiſt or prxhumid Diſeaſes ; for Womens Flux, 
for the Gonorrhza,or incontinency of Urine, and all fo- 
lutive Diſtempers. And the ſame {ron performs alſo con- 
trary operations, for it opens great prxhumid Livers and 
their ObſtruCtions , it promotes Womens Terms (ſo thar 
it hath reſtored ſome Girles (I ſay not al!) who were dif- 
coloured by paleneſs, to their Health and Beauty ;) and 
therefore both Philoſophers and Phiſicians do unani- 
mouſly teach, that Iron of it ſelf doth both «p:n and bind : 
Experience alſo ſhews as much, which is,and ought to be 
accounted the Beſt School-miſtriſs tous all. 

It wants not therefore the ſuſpicion of fraud or igno- 
rance, when men ſhall paſſionately , yet weakly affirm, 
Thar Iron, from its ſingle preparation, is either aftringent 
or eperitive : They ſhould live and die in their ignorance 
for me, unlefs ſick perſons were in danger to be ruined 
thereby : Learn therefore, not from Me, who have al- 
wayes undervalued yain applauſe , but from the Giver 
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of all good, for frequent experience , and the compa- 
py of dexterous Philoſophers , and true Practicioners 
are more to be believed than cipher an handſul of Calum- 
rators, Or a multitude of ſuch, who are ignorant of the 
Inſtruments of Phyſick. 

Now they who commend Jroz in all Diſeaſes, and do 
preſcribe it in every Dropfe, in the Schirrbus of the Liver, 
11 an inveterate Jaundice,cſpecially-joyned with a Feavor, 
in Hypoehondriackh Mclintholy , or in "_- of the Sto- 
mach. They doit not , without the cam Peril of 
the Patient ; "Tis true , [ron is very good for great Li- 
vers, laoſned with moiſture, and tumid, but when they 
are hardened to a Schirrow,itis fo far from diſſolving it, 
that go=_ confirms it, and by conſuming its Acid pro- 
dacer,Jrives it toa Lapideous hardneſs ; ſorthat Iron either 
Filed or any other way gurned to Rxb/go , hath been 
always commended by fure Evperiments , for-great and 
ſvoln Eivers, but never for difſolving a Schirrhus. So. 
Ferreous and Acid Waters are. good to attenuate thc 
Spleen , and: to open all Obſtructions of the lower part 
of the Belly, ariſing from orboxs Acid, as yet fluid ; 
as Hippoc. Chymic. ſhews by. clear Experiments , Chap, 
16.v z. by conſuming the Acid humour,by corroborating 
the Fibra's, and by contratting Them when Igoſe ; thar 
{6 the inbred heat- might ariſe -mpre ſtrong in the corro- 
borated member, and may digeſt , that which remains : 
lo that they who commend Tron in the dry and acid Di- 
ſeales of the Liver or Mik,and do there either fraudulently 
or ignorantly call it Aperitiv2 , cannot eſcape the brand 
ether of Ignorants or Impoſtors. For [ron adminiſtged 
againſt the aforeſaid Indications, as I have ſhewn, - then 
indeed it wants not a Meletery Vertue ,, as Avicen teaches 
well ; for it excites the gripings of the Inteltines, dryneſs 
and roughneſs of the tongue, ſiccity of the Body, coſtive- 
nels of the Relly, and pains of the Head; becauſe ir 
doth conſume not only the manifeſt Ferment of the Sto- 
mach , but alſo the occult Acid of the other Bowels , 
and ſucks up the Vital Seed; but the quantity of it being 
ſmall, viz. the 8200 part of its Body, 'tis no wondggif 
upon the taking of Crocus Martss (though it ſhould be 4- 
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peritive , as they ignorantly babble Y the Diſeaſe become 
more vehement, to the deſtruction of the Patient. And 
in that Caſe they blame the Apo:hecary behind his back, 
as if he had miſtook the Box, and ſo detract from his ho- 
neſty without Cauſe. | 

Bur if they willnot hearken to an old faithful Admo- 
nition, and to my Experience , but pertinacioully reliſt 
good Counſel, ir may chance to come topals , thar 
at laſt daily Expgrience and the Death of their Patients , 
will in ſpight ofMheir teeth enform them of the Truth, , 

Otherwiſe the World would be filled with far. fetched, 
il underſtood, falſe and dubious Recerts ; and the dtligenr 
Obſervations of our Anceſtors would be lightly eſteemed; 
and ſoa new, unskilful, ambiguous, coſtly , ſpeAyative, 
infinite, and groundleſs way of Phyſick, would take. place; 
which under the diſguiſe of falſegWords and deep Learning, 
would be entertained by 1d:ots ; wo not knowing the 
Vertues of Things, hotly conten4amongſt themlelves , 
and rail one at an other , not only about Apcritive or 
Aſtringent Iron , but about many other things; ſome of 
which have ſpoken of , as much as the nature of the 
Argument and the good of my Neighbours require : $0 
allo by uncertain Concluſions and vain Opinions they re- 
vile the Wus of the Studious, and to the hurt of thar 
Neighbour, and the igfamy of the Art, they approve 
and ſubſcribe to Lying Fables : And not ar all ſtudying the 
Truth, they boalt themſelves to be great Dottors ; who 
yet never will attain to Science, becauſe they follow the 
nerd, that went before, and think they have already 
attancd it , as Seneca rightly ſpeaks ; but to return to 
the-matter, 

D-/ofcorid:s handles Iron two mahner of ways , either 
preparing Ferrugo out of it, or extinguiſhing It in Water 
or Wine : yet to both the Preparations, he aſcribes an 
Aſtringent Vertue; he doth not call the one 4ſtringent and 
rhe other Aperirive. For when Iron 9pens, it comes from 
the ſpecifick Acid, degenerating in the body, which Na- 
ture could not receive into nouriſhment, and therefore, 
byreaſon of its Acid taſte, it rufhes to the Iron ; ſo the 
Powels being ſtrengthened by degrees,Nature expels That 

together 
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together with the detained excrements by ſtool. Hence 
Helmont ſays , that Iron doth open by a ſpeeifick and ap- 
propriate Vertue, burt it binds by a ſecond quality : ſo that 
neither of the Vertues of the Iron , doproceed from the 
abſence or preſence of its Afercary ( which they boalt, 
tut without Truth , that they can extract from it ) but 
from the attraction of the ſpecifick Acid in the Morbo 
Bodies, as Fppoc. Chymic. ſhews, Chap. 16. and 28. Thi- 
ther I refer the Reader , that I may not clog him with 
the repetition of things there ſpoken, 

Biit we may grant, thar they can as well extract 
Mercary from Iron, as Eximious Vertues from Copper : 
Theſe Vanities are, and always were, nauſceous to Me, 
as well as to the World and the Sick ; for they have no 
foundagion in Nature : ſo that they, and their Maſters, 
are to be baniſhed from the ſociety of good Men; whileſt 
on the other ſide, I dcal with the Doctrine of Truth and 
the moſt Ancient Science, which the Ancients found to 
be agreeable to the Nature of Man, and thought wor- 
thy to be aſcribed to God, as the School of Truth yer 
thinks, as _ hath it, De Veterum Medicina ; for 
He there teaches, that as there is a manifold Acid in 
the Macrocoſme , ſo alſo in Mans Body. And in his Book 
d: Arte , every Acid hath its proper Ventricle, which yet 
the vocal and wordy Colledze is ignorant of, and there- 
fore he adds,as they know who ſtudy theſe things ; but ſeeing 
it 15 caſter ro ſteal blind Recerts and to approve them , 
to ſuppreſs Truth and to load It with Calumnies , then 
to learn the knowledge of the Yentricles of Mans Body , 
tisno wonder, that They are-1gnorant of the Inſtruments 
of Phyſick, who have no regard to the Yentricles ;* For if, 
ſays the Old Man, they d» nat know the Conſtitution from the 
berinning , andthat which is predominant in the body , they 
cannot preſcribe that which is good for a Sick, Man. Lo here 


the Cauſe, why Crocus Martis being Aperitive in the 


hands of ſuperficial and ignorant Dotors, becomes A- 
ſtriftive, and ViceVerſa; becauſe they are ignorant of 


their proper Inſtruments: and in the method of Curing, 


know not how to apply Ave things to Paſſive, becauſe 
they have not the knowledge of YVentriclzs, or Sapors : 
Mm 2 neuher 
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neither &4id they ever learn Them out of Hippocrates, 
of which my Hippoc. Chymic. doth diſcover very many. 

This is the reaton, why, as 1 ſaid before, they come to 
Praftic:, as the Aſs to his fodder, not knowing to what 
he extends his Lips , but. only as far- as his exterior ſen- 
ſrs , without underſtanding , by ſeeing and taſting , d9 
draw him to his meat. But why do I iafiſt on the decrees 
of Th loſeph:rs, deduced and drawn down from Nature - 
it ſelf , tince I have to do with ſuch Perſous, who ne- 
ver ſo much as dreamt of the Yer.ty and Exc.Ui-ncy of 
the Art of Phyſick. Therefore they are to be inſtructed 
hy FExampl:s, taken out of the Shop of Wiſe Nature. 

Obſerve then, That in .the Stomach and Milt of 4 
ſound Animal , there dwels a Vital Acid proper 'tothe 
Milt , but when That Acid doth degenerate jpto an 
unuſual taſte, or ſapor, all -the neighbouring parts are 
alſo contaminated; and preſently the pores are contract- 
ed, and the_ Body, which was tranſpirable in health, now 
ceaſes from action ; hence- the A l- fwels from the mo- 
tion of the Ferment,. which will not obey purg ng Me- 
C1c1ne3, as experience ſhews : Now Iron taken at mouth,” 
is good for that Ferment and pre-acid Taſte, by which 
the Milt is Icflened or dried ( call it which you will) 
but not by reafon of the Ap-r.:iv- force of the Iron, but 
that Acidity there detained , doth in a ſpecial” manner 
ive the Iron , as a thirſty Man doth Beer. Lee Sil- 
v.r diffolved in 4qut Fortis be an Example. 

Aqua Fortis, hath the ſmcll and property of Swlp5zr 
of Iron , becauſe. it is made-of Sulphurous Nitre, Vi- 
triolor Allum ; whence by reaſon of the likeneſs between 
tem, it loves Copper, and Iron, as I have above Me- 
Cnanically ſhewed : Now as in the Stomachs of - Ani- 
mals , the hungry Acid defires to be ſatisfied with its 
Iixe, and Toa: like( 4.e..) food, it diflolves and- is de- 
lighted with it ; *tis juſt ſo inthe ALicrocoſme : For Exam- 
ple, The Acidity of Agza Feor:is,is as an empty Stomach, 
which deſires to be ſatisfied ; Silyer being given irfor 
Jood, it diſſolves it, and is pleaſed withit; but when 
you calt ia a Phyſical Drzz ( as I may. ſo call it) into 
this Solution, I, mean C-pper, with which , for the fi 
militude 


militude between them, it is more delighted than with 

the Silver ; preſently it deſerts the Silver, and againdiſ- 

ſolves the Copper , and the whole Solution becomes 
reen. 

q It muſt needs be ſo alſo in the Body of Man , fince 

Nature # in every thing alike, as Pythazoras , *and ſince 

Him, H:ppocrates have taught us. 

Again , If you put ron into- Aqua Fortis ( which here 
is as the Stomach or Ventricl: ) impregnated or loaded 
with Copper ,. in regard Copper is of harder Solution 
and Concodtion than Iron, the Water preſently leaves 
the Copper and diſſolves the Iron; 

And although qa Forts hath already depoſed Silver 
and Copper , yet its Acidity and Property hath ſtill do- 
minion over them, until they are freed by a melting 
Fire ; which is to be obſerved by Oxr Friends, for it is 
el{e-where of great uſe. —_ 

But it is objected by ſuch, . asare ignorant of this 
Common and Ancient Order and Confent of Nature , 
and who out of their ſmall Skill, go about ro overthrow 
the Hippocratical Verity , That I put my Sickle ito ano- 
thy Mans Corn ard H:rveſt; asif it were a ſhame for 
me to know, Th: which all men ſhould vr ought to 
know in an Art; or,as if, They were the only famous 


Philoſophers, who compile together Surreptitious and if” 


underſtood R-c:1ts , without the knowledge of the Cauſes 
of Things. And as Silver and Copper were troubleſome 
to -the Stermach of Aqur Fortis ( that I may fo ſpeak ) 
which is better, when it is cured with Iron : ſo aliv 
this Morbous Forrain Ferment, or Humour ( call it which 


you pleaſe ) being conſumed by the Iron, The Ventricle of 


the Milt and the neighbour parts become better atfeted. 
Take therefore at mouth Sremora (4. e.) Steel,or its Crocus, 
either Aſtrengent or Aperitive, with whictr- that | Acid 


Ferment hath a greater agreement than. withthe, Milr ; 


and therefore it haſtily ruſhes in, - pervading*its Pores 
from the Ventricle of the Milt to. the whole Stomach , 
that it may aſſociate it ſelf with the. aſſumed Iron, which 
by that Acid Forrain-Ferment is: diſfolved int 4 Black 


or Green Fex, according to the property of the-Acid - 
as 
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as: the Excrements of the Belly do teſtify : and if this 
Acid be not totally conſumed by the Iron, at one turn , 
it is repeated ſo often , till the Milt ſhew ſome ſigns of 
its Exiccation ; ſo the Anima of one ens ( 4. e. )the Fer- 
ment of the Dilcaſe, enters into theIron, and the A- 
11m. of another goes out, becauſe the Acid, or Arima 
of the Iron, which conttitutes the Iron , goes forth, 
( Hence Crocus Martis 1s called by Horat2s , Sterilis Ru- 
bigo ) thatthe Acidity of the Diſeaſe might again enter 
in, according to the Doctrine of the /3thagoreans. For 
Nature aQts in the Microcoſmze by the ſame Inſtruments 
as in the ALacrocoſme : For the Ancients have taught us, 
That it 1s every where dlikg. 

Here Ideors and Deſtroycrs of Hippocratical Medicine, 
will object , Thar I place a Diſeaſe in the Ventricle of 
the Milt , and yet give Iron by the Mouth ? How then 
canthe Morvous Acid come orreach trom the Milt to the 
Iron? as they have allo written concerning burnt Harts- 
horn : -Which ObjeCction is not worth the anſwering, for 
one Fool may raiſe more Queſtions than an hundred 
Wiſe Men can anſwere ; but ſithence theſe ſluggiſh 
Dottors never underſtood This out of Hippocrates his Sixth 
Book de Morbis Popularibas ; out of pitty to them I will 
ſhew them the place ; for he there ſays, that the whole 
Body as long as Life is in it , is perſpirable and penerr.1ble ; 
ſee Hippoc. Chymic, Chap. 16. 

But when the Milt or Liver is gone toa Schirrhus, then 
indeed the Steel, by conſuming the Faber or Operant , 
would more harden the Bowels, though the Aprritive 
Crocus Martis of all theſe Swhſcribexrs be never ſo much 
taken by the Mouth. He that deſires to know more of 
Tron , let him read Hippocrates Chymicws in the fore-cited 
Chapter. | | 

So that the Acid , which Iron conſumes in. the Body 
of Man, differs very much from the falſe Spirit of Venus , 
and from all other Acids in general, becauſe it is a ſpe- 
cifick ; and to be. found in no other place :'for if Iron be 
not wholly diſſolved by It in the Body, the Excrements 
of the Belly are not tinged into a Black or Green Co- 
lour ; and then indeed Iron doth Aftrinze , though the 


Apceritive 
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Ap.ritive Crocus of theſe Innovators be adminiſtred,as Hip- 
o6, Chymic. 1n the fore-cited Chap. doth experimentally 
thew : fo that Acid is allo a Specifck, which burnt Harts- 
horn drinks up, in ſome Feavors ; which the ſluggiſh 
Approvers do judge. muſt needs paſs through the inteſtines 
ro theplace affetted, and to the ſeat of the Feavor ; 1f 0- 
therwite it ought to conſume the Acid there generated and 
detained : They underſtand not what Hippocrates teaches 
in the fore-cited place, . that the whole Body in Living Per- 
ſens is prraweoble, and that a Spirit Acid , more Acid, or 
m:ſt Ac.d, is the Cauſe. of Diſeaſes , &c. ' and thatir is fer- 
mentable , and fo flows as well through the Pores adex- 
tra by diaphoreſis-or. gentle ſweat( as appears .in the 
Crifis ) as It goes and ruſhes to the Inteſtines unto the 
Harts-horn , as I have ſhewed concerning Steel; pro- 
vided it find a convenient and ſpecifick Acid in the Bo- 
dy, Truly this 1s a rural clowniſh Doctrine, and wor- 
thy the Approvers; forif Afedicines muſt needs paſs out 
of the Stomach to the Seat of the Diſeaſe, through 
the Pores, hen tlie Sweat and Urine would wax Red from 
the Crocas Martis , » eſpecially their Aperitive Crocus, 
B:xoar in Swoonings , doth not paſs through the Mem- 
branes of the Stomach to the Heart , nor doth it re- 
* turn from thence, for conſuming the Lypothymick Acid : 
Neither doth Oftoco/l4 travel to the broken Bone , that 
it may prohibit or- abſorb the Speciftick Acid there ; 
neither doth the Stone of a Erab go to the Wound ; 
nor doth a grain of Opium taken at Mouth, for the 
Head-ach , paſs up oraſcend to the Head, They "are 1g*+ 
norart, that the Subtile Argute Judge,and equal Weigher 
of all things ( which diſtinctly knows the Seminal Ver- 
tue , not only of Medicines, bur allo of all other things 
beſides ; and accordingly doth either embrace, ſegregate, 
or neglect It: ) dwels in the Stomach , as I ſhall 
ſhew by Experience, Authority, and Reaſon, in the fol- 
lowing Chap. wherefore this indecent kind of ignorance 
is to be hiſſed'out of the School of Hippocrates and 
out of Common Life too, T9 inſtratt Block: heads, as 
Lucian gfays', is a greatcr and noblcr Sceret , than the 
very Philoſophers Stone ; for it were to transſorm the 
: underſtanding, 
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underſtanding , and to make Dolts and Stupid Perſons ; 
Teachable. 


CHAP. IX. 


Thit Acid and Alcaly i: Aninals is the innate 
Caudand Radical Hum:d. 


Aving diſcovered the Properties and Eſſences of 
Things, the Riſe, Progreſs, and Death of Seeds, 
: both Theoretically and Practically , by the two 
| Inſtruments of Nature, wiz. Acid and Alcaty : 
Now the Nature of my Argument requires , that I <4- 
courle ſome things concerning the Nature of Animals , 
very necellary for this work , and thatl make them plain 
by clear Examples, 

Now, as from the beginning, I have choſen the Ancs- 
ents for my Guids, ſo for the firture , I ſhall reſpect 
them , as my Deirzes ;. and-ſhall nor ſtir an hairs breadth. 
from the Truth, for fear or favour of any Man : but 
amongſt the Anczents I chuſe chiefly' in all things to fol- 
low Hippocrates, He being to Diſcourſe of Azimals,chuſes , 
Man as the Nobleſt of all, ſaying in his Book of Die , 
The Soul of Man us increaſed in Man, but in no other, and 
I:k:w.ſe the Soul of cther great Animals, &c. The Di- 
vine meaning whereof, he gives us in the foreſaid Book 
of Diet, in a Learned and Profound Interpretation ; 
where alſo he propoſes the Univerſal Generation of all 
Things, and the Nature of Seeds; which my H:ppoc. Chy- 
mic. explains according to his. meaning : All Things, ſays 
he, in the ſame place, both Amimals and Man himſelf, 
conſiſts of two Principles, differing indeed in Faculty, but a- 

reeing in Vſe,, viz. Fire andWater : Both theſe together are 
Pafficien both for all other Things and. for themſ:lves matal- 
ly ; but either of them apart 1s ſufficient neither for it ſelf, 
nr for any other; and a little after in the ſame Book,Omit- 
ring other Animals , I ſhall ſpeak of Mm , 4 Soul creeps 


into Man, having the mixture or tcemp:rament of Fire and 
| Wat:r, 
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Water ; Fire adorns all things which are in the Body , and 
can move dll things, Ent Water nouriſhes all, and through ally 
becauſe for a need ir abounds with Alcah:asIhave ſhewed 
beforc by evident Examples, by which a ſolid ſubſtance 
is coricofted by infpiffation ; againſt the opinion of theſe 
gain-ſayers ; but the F.re, of which the Old Man ſpeaks 
in this place, is rot cxlznary Tire, as he ſhews in the ſame 
Pook : Man, ſays he, Threſhes, Waſhes, and Gr.nd:s Breaa- 
Corn , and after it is bakedin the Fire , he uſcsit, but with 
& ſtrong Fire in its Body ; it is not made up , bat with a ſoft 
and gentle onz; fo thatit is a ſoft Fire, which adorns and 
moves all things, which in the 2 Chap. of this Book,and | 
here and there beſtdes-, throughout the whole Book, 1 

have ſhewed by many Examples to be Acid; and here- 

after ſhall likewiſe further ſhew; . 

Sd that Fire and Water , or Acidand Alcaly ( call them 
which you will is that Balſam, - which is given to Bodies 
for Salt, That they putrehenort ; and in very deed it is 
Salt, as Hippocrates Chymicus ſhEws from the 12 to 
the 16 Chapter; and it will more filly appear in the 
progfeſs, This is that innate Catid , which old' Hippec. 
ſays,doth abound in things that grow, 4p4.14.S. 1.becauſe 
4t is fermentable and expirable ; and , from aliment taken 
in like it ſelf , it doth inceſſantly re; erminate ; therefore rea- 
ſon perſwades that it very much muſt want Alineent : by which 
Aphoriſme he intended to ſhew, that unleſs the 5nnate Ca- 
lid (+.e. ) Fire and Water in Animals , eſpecially grow- 
ing ones, being very Volatile, were reſtored by its like , 
the ſtrength of the Body would ſoon decay. - Hence 
that ſaying, Ub: fames , laborandum non eſt, &c., Now 
that which 1s ts like, is not that External Body of Fleſh 
or Bread, which we touch, fince Manlives not only by 
Viſible Bread, but by the innate Calid of the Aliments ; 
which as ſoon as ever jt is embraced by the Stomach, 
even before it be heated there , preſently the ſtrength of 
the Body is repaired. 

This innate Calid is alſo in Leetice , ſo that the Acid 
of the Stomach after it is conſumed by the Aliment, and 
is paſſed into Radical Humid or Moifture, immediately the 

Stomach Contracts it ſelf, and the whole Body Languiſhes 
N n: tor 
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for want of It. Hence ariſeth Hunger and Appetit® 
of Food, ſo that an hungry Man , though he be weak- 
ned by long Faſting or by Labour, yet upon the taking 
'of Food or Drink , yea of one Cup of Wine only, he 
finds himſelf immediately refreſhed ; and that , before 
the Food begins to be chylified ; becauſe the deficient 
Acid is reſtored by That which was in the Meat, Drink, 
Bread or Wane , though imperceptibly, as to ourout- 
ward Senſes. Whence Hippoc. ſays, Aliment is that, 
which is turned into Spiritual Vapours ; by ſuch as theſe the 
Vital Spirits, which are the Authors of th! Attive, are nou- 
rſocd. For as I ſhewed before ,, That asevery Acid 
Spirit carries the Anima inſeparably in its belly , and 
gets dominion over that body , into which it is infuſed; 
immediately forming s according to its own nature, 
as I gave examples , chap. 6. in Spirit of Salt ; which 
being powred into Alcaly of Tartar , . preſently forms 
to it ſelf a Saline Body , agreeable to its own Nature , 
and becoraes Salt ; and Spirit of Vinegar , or Diſtilled 
Vinegar, in the ſame Alcaly of Tartar, forms to ir*{elf a 
Body , adzquateto its proper nature, and becomes Tar- 
tar of Wine : The like may be ſaid of Vitriol, .and other 
Acids : So alſo the Acid of the Stomack of a Man, when 
it lays hold on Bread , . or any nouriſhing thing , . over 
which it may have dominion , . it doth turn and tranſ(- 
muteik into Chyle , ant afterwards into hamane fleſh : 
And the Acid of a Dogs Stomack converts the ſame Bread 
into Dogs Fleſh , as we are daily taught alſo by other 
Living Creatures ; becauſe Nature works by the ſame 
Inſtruments in them all : as't have ſhewed in the begin- 
ning of this Chapter out of Hpp:crates , in theſe follow- 
ing words: The ſoul of Man ts increaſed in no other, bat in 
/1an , &Cc. and from the ſame things of which it con- 
ſilts; and though Bread be fermented and Acid, asmoR 
Ailments are, cither more or leſs; yet the Acid in the 
Stomack of'a Man, though of it ſelf weak , hath yet a 
vitality joyned with it ; whence it can obtain dominion 
over the fame : As Vinegar gets dominion over and 
fupprefieth the Acid innate in a Pearl; and Aqua 
 Feriss ſubdues the Acid in Silv;r, ſoalfo the Viral Aridity 
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of the Stomach ſubjugates the Acid Ferment of the Bread 
and other Aliments, and bears ſuchrule over them, as 
toconvert and change them into its own nature: For ex- 
ample , When a man eats aCapon, the Acid of his Sto- 
magk overcomes the radical moiſture of the Capon, and 
being predominant over it , transforms it into its own 
nature; on the contrary, if a Capon, or a Fiſh, could, 
or did cata Man, his Vital Acid in the Stomack , over- 
powers and kills the radical moiſture left after death in 
mans fleſh; which @en becomes the fleſh of a Capon. 
Now that there isa Radical or Vital Moiſture remain- 
ing in a Dead Carcaſs, appears by the Worms, which will 
infallibly breed there; and likewiſe by the growing of the 
nails and hair : And this not only Paracelſws , but many 
other curious Enquirers into Natural Things, have obſer- 
ved. And unleſs there were a Radical Moilture remaining 
in Fleſh,and in all Aliments, fit and ſufficient nouriſhment 
could not be ſuppeditated to the Living;efpecially to thoſe, 
who are growing and encreaſing : witnels Fleſh and Fiſh 
falted and dried in the ſmoak, which have leſs Radical 
Moiſture than when they were freſh or new; for much 
of it is caten up by the Salt ( as Hipprce. Chymic. ſhews 
chap. 14.) and therefore they nouriſh leſs than if they 
were freſh. - Wherefore Acid or Soft Fireg is tobe found 
as well in the Vegetable and Mineral, as in the Animal 
Family ; and it is That, which adorns every thing which - 
is in the World ; even as Water is That,which nouriſheth 
it, as Hippocrates rightly ſpeaks. Ifay , by thepreſence 
of this Fire and Water , both which do conſtitute the Ra- * 
dical Moiſture (as I ſhall ſhew) immediately before Chy= 
lification, is the Acid of the Stomack enlightned andre- 
freſhed ; in regard it is more orleſs in all Aliments (as 
alſo in other things) as experience ſhews. There is more 
radical humidity in one new-laid Egg, than inan whole 
Pot full of Coleworts ; more in one Cup of Wine, than in 
an whole Bucket of Water. Wherefore Acidity , being 
deficient in the Stomack (as Hippoc. Chymic. in the pla- 
ces fore-cited plainly ſhews) is reſtored by the Radical 
Moiſtsre of Aliments; bur chiefly and moſt of all, by that 
Ccl:ſt;al Food dwelling in the Air ; for This is the Seed of 
4 Nn2 Life, 
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Life,without which neither Man,nor other Animals,or 4ny 
Vegetable can attair) to Generai'cn or Life ; for that Spi- 
ritual -Food or Attraction of the External Air ,, which by 
often breathing we fiick in, doth ſo much conduce to 
the Life of Animals , that it hath cauſed not only Philo- 
ſophers, bur alſo Plebeians to adrhire at it : Neither hath 
Nature Artifigially placed her Bellows in the neighbour- 
hood of the Heart , onely to cool it, as the Vulgar 
think 4 &c. but alſo. that by ir frequent - Venti- 
lation they might ſuck in the Arhereal 'Awra , by 
whoſe affatus and in-breathing, the aforeſaid Acid is re- 
paired, and doth unceſſantly regerminare, For, as the 
Ingenious Coſmopolitaſhews before in the,Fhird Chapter as 
the Rain receives That . Vertue of Life , and-by the Sun 
Beams joyns it. wirh the Alcaly, of the Earth ;. ſo alſo 
the ſame Vertue of Life is attracted into the Aficrocoſme 
by-Inſpiration 4 and- is fixed by the Solar Beams of the 
Heart into the Alcaly, or Radical Moiiture of Animals; 
as I ſhall by and by Experimentally ſhew : 

This is the True Ancient Learning and Dottrine of Hip 
pacrates, Concerning.the Sofz Fire Adorning Bodies, wl ich 
will always hold in deſprght of Rabious Maledicence, 
as He teſtifics in his Book de Carnibas, as well as Coſmc- 
polita; ſaying to the ſame ſenſe , I willalſo d:liver my O- 
pion, That which we call Calid ſeems to me to be immortal, 
and to. underſt ani all Things ; to Adorn, See, Heay, and 
Percerve all Thins , both preſent and future ; the greateſ} 
part whcreof in the general Perturbation of all Things,retired 
into theſupream Appartiment; which the Ancizntsſeem tom: 
to have called /Ethex: The other part, obtaining th: loyiſt 
place,is called E:rth , Cold and Dry, undergoing many muta- 
tons, wherein there is yet much Calidity : What can be ſpoken 
morg clearly for the Radical Moiſture of Things ? For 
That which Coſmopolita ſhews in the Afacrocoſme ( fee 
Chap. 3.) the ſame things according to Hippocrazes,are to 
be underſtood in the Micreco/me ; For Mans Body,unlcſs 
it were required: by .that Immortal Calid, both by Ali- 
ments, and allo by Inſpiration, being Cold and Dry, 
would undergo many changes,and at length would crum- 


ble ro nothing beforeour Eyes ,..eyen as the flame of a 
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Candle, when the Wax or Tallow is ſpent, or when it 
is blown our by the Wind ; yet if doth not wholly pe- 
riſh; as 'tis Vulgarly thought, and as it ſeems ; bur be- 
ing Yeſtitute of its Pabulum, is plucked frgn it , and fo 
is ſcattered abroad and vaniſhes into Air, Which is the 
Abyſſe and Univerſal Receptacle of the Lights and Spiri- 
tual Natures of the Material World ; as Kaymwnd hath 
it, and as the Text*of Hippocrates in his Book de Car- 
mbu doth a little before explain, Wherefore the chicf 
Fewel and Food of Life , is ſupplied out of the Air to 
allthe three Kingdoms : Hence the Ancients ſaid,fopis on- 
nia plena; and Coſmopolita affirms, that the hidden Food 
of Life 1s in' the Air, which asI have ſhewed, aſſumes a 
Body to it ſelf, in an agreeable and confentaneous root 

and ſubject, | L 
Wherefore Innate Calid and Radical Hamid differ mich 
one from another, That is wholly Solar and Occultly 
Acid ahd Oily , but Thi is more Corporeous, Conſtant, 
and Saline ; That is of a Superior Order-, This, of an 
Inferior ; in which is that Coantry, -where Man takes a 
Wife to himſelf, as Coſmepolita ſpeaks in his Tratt de 
Sulphar; and it is the Hell , whether Plats 1s faid to have 
hurried Proſerpina ; and Ceres, her*Mother , imploring 
Jupirers aid for her Redemprian, was anfwered , That ſhe 
might return , if ſhe had taſted nothing in Hell (, e. ) 
unleſs that Celeſtial, Spirit, the Child of the Sun, had net 
been abſorbed by the Alcaly, bur as yet had dwelr free 
in the Air , then ſhe might have eaſily returned ; bur 
ſhe had raſted Grains of a Pewegrnate in Elifium (.e. Jin 
Pleaſure; for which Reafon ſhe could not return, till 
ſix Months were expired (45. e. ) till gye Pomegranates were 
conſumed ; and then Proſerpina returns toher Mother,as 
the Light of a Candle doth to its Source or Country”, 
as I ſaid before. So that They are deceived, wwho'con- 
found Imate Calid and Radical "Humid tn alt the Three 
Families ; for they difter no, leſs amonglit "themſelves , 
than Aqua CaMﬀſtica doth from Mercury, in which it takes 
a Bbdy , as appears by the falſified or counterfeit Emplat- 
fter, unjultty. alcribed to Fobrt deVigo. For in mixr Bo- 
dies, the Radical Aoiſtare is the Seat and Food of the 
| : Celeſtia! 
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Celeſtial Fire, and its Bond uniting it to the Elementary 
Body ; but that Igneons Vertwe , is the Form and Soul 
of mix'd Bodies : more clearly thus , The Spirit being ei- 
ther —_ or manifeſtly Acza,is the Seat and Bandayhich 
ties the Soul to the Body. Let us then doas Nature doth, 
whom Art ought to imitate as her Guwd in all Things; 
or otherwiſe we ſhall never become Compleat Servants 
to Nature. ED : 

Let Elementary Water be an Exarnple, which being 
impregnated with the-Ch:1d of the Sun, that is, with Ce- 
leſtial.heat, falls upon the Radical Moiſture or Alcaly 
of a Vine, and is imbibed by it, and ſo becomes the 
ſame thing withit ,*as 1 have ſhewed in the Kcond and 
Third. Chapter. 

1 ſhall alſo give an Example in the Counterfeit Spirit 
of Venus , Which from the beginning was Simple Water, 
which being impregnated with Celeſtial Cal:azty, fell up- 
on the Radical Hamid of the Vine; This in undergoing 
many - Mutations, by Reaſon of rhe aforeſaid Cald, 
having. a power in it ſelf from Nature to multiply it 
ſelf, is brought to Maturity , and becomes a Grape, 
whoſe Aquebus > being pregnant with Celettial 
Calid and Radical Hamid ( Theſe Two beginning Attion 
and Paſſion one with anpther) it comes to paſs , that 
from their Mutual Action and Re-afttion , it conceives 
Heat (ſee Hippoc, Cbymic. Chap. 18.9 whence it is ſaid to 
be Fermented,and it becomes Wine ,in which the heavenly 
Calid overcomes the Radical Hamid; and if Thus at length 
gain ſtrength; it becomes Yinegar : with this Vinegar 
and Lees of Wine, now ſoured, Copp-r is eroded ; which 
ſo eroded ( as Dioſcggiaes rightly teaches ) becomes <4&- 
r#720 ; from which by Diſtillation , Vinegar is again 
drawn forth ; which unskilful Perſons by a falſe Name call 
Spirit of Venns, as I have exactly ſhewed in its place, 
This Yinegar is nothing Elſe but Water impregnated with 
Acid Salt from the:Principleof the Vine, and jt is the 
Seed and Radical Hwumidot its innate Celefti:{"Fire : now 
ſpecificared by the Ye ( for being pure, it doth not ex- 


poſe it ſelf to be handled by the impure hands of Igno- 


rants, or of the Vulgar) and it is called by a common 
TOO ; name 
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name Finzgar : "And as the Heavenly Calid had from its 
firſt beginning its Seat in the Alcaly'of the Water, and 
afterwards' was multiplied in the Yine : Hence alſo it 
hath retained the Name of its Original , which it keeps 
alſo inviolate in Copper, to the ſhame of the Norim- 
berg and Vienna DoCtors andrheir Colleagues, So that Yi- 
negar ſhall again be an Example to us of the Celeſtial 
Calid * I fay , let This be fatiated with Alcaly of Tartar, 
till the Ebullition and Srrepitzs ceaſe;' in that Ebullition 
The Spirit binds and unites the Heavenly Fire with the 
Terreitrial Body (5. e.) with Acaly : Alcaly in this 
place repreſents the Radical Hamid, in which the Hea- 
vealy Cabd is bound; and after the Alcaly (5.e. ) the 
Matrix hath received a due Proportion , it caſts'forth 
and ejeCts the reſt , to uſe Coſmopolita's words... * 

If you would have Proſexpina return to her Mother, 


then diſtil this Tarter , and there will comeforth an Oll. 


and Water which is bitteriſh by reaſon of: the Oll , the 
Oil is that Pingwous , by which it'was made Vinegar : a- 
gain imbibe this Oil and Water-in Alcaly , and diſtil it , 
as before, and inftead of the Oil there comes forth in- 
ſipid elementary Water ; and ſo Water in the beginning 
is impregnated wir Cceleſtical Calid , and afterwards *tis 
changed by Fermentation- into Grap?s, then into Wine , 
then into Vinzgar ; at length 'tis made Salt in its Mother 
Alcaly , which» is*ttrned into Oz! , and at laſt ( as I haye 
ſaid of the Light of a Candle ,-and 6f Proſeypina Y*it re- 
rurns to 2ts MÞther ( ne Joo eEther , as Hipprerates 
ſpoke a little before. So. that- the root of the thing, re- 


tafns into Elementary Water, viz. into that which it was, 


tiled > That mithing in"rhe World dies ,"&c, 
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"The "abſurd Collegiates (as appears by one of their 
Society ) do venditate and boaſt this S:mpl: Elerentary 
IW-zter , tO be a Cord'al in deſperate Dittates', as 1 have 
ſaid abcre, Chap. 4. but with what advantage to Phy- 
ftick , let honeit Men judge. Wherctoreg that Igncous 
and Vily Vertue is the matter of Zumid and Ca'id in 
mixcd Bodies, diſpented into theſe /nfcriora , by Supe- 
rior Natures, without which the Earth would again be 
vacuous and inane ; but the Aqzeows Humor is the 
immediate Keeper and Cabinet of that Igneous Spirit 
incarcerated in the Seed, which abides there fo long, 
till by advenrtitious” heat it be promored to Generation 
in a fit Zfarrtx. And as I have ſhewed in Alcaly with 
Acid, fo alſo the Radical Hamid in every mixes Body , 
is the Shop and Hearth of FYulcan , into which that.im- 
mortal Fire flows, and wherein it is kept; which is the 
firſt Mover of all the faculties of the Individsum : and 
becgule it is the Child, and as it were Vicar, of the Sun, 
I conclude with Raimand, and by the authority of Hipps- 
crates de Carnibus , that it acts all things in every leffer 
world, which the Sun doth in the greater. 

Thefe things being premiſed, let us now ſee where the 
Seat of this Radical Moiſture in Man is? which without 
intermifſion doth catch and abſorb the Child of the Sun, 
or Proſerpins. From the -ſcituation and effeRual Vertue 
of the Sun, wemay inferr, that it ſupphes the place of 
an Heart to the Univerſe ; for Zife flows down into all 
parts from the Sun, in fegard Light is the Vehicle of 
Life; yea it is the Fountain and next Cauſe, which in- 
ſpires Life ito Things, excepting only the Soul of Man, 
which isa Beam of ſuper-cceleſtial uncreated Light. Now 
as the Sun in the XMacrocoſme ſupplies* the place of an 
Heart , and inſpires £#fe into Things ; ſo allo the Heart 
in the Microcoſme muſt ſupply the place of the Sun ; it 
theſe Things are True, as they aremoſt True and Ve- 
racious', which Hermes hath leftus, In his Tabula, vis. 
That Superior Bodies are as inferior ones ,  and.Yice Yer- 
ſa : Therefore the Vital Spirit, or Ccoleftial Calid at- 
crafted by the Lungs, and as it were ſifted through a 
Sieve , palſles direttly to the Heare , where Proſerpina 15 
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embraced and detained by the Radical Hymid, arid there 
acquires a Body as Iabove obſerved out of Hippocrates 
dt Carnibus : and 1 have noted the ſame thing allo con- 
cerning Cauſtick, Water with Mercury , and concerning 
Vinegar with Alcaly of Tartar : And as Phlegme, or E« 
lementary Warter, winch1s the Root of Aqua Fortis and 
Vinegar , is not coagulated with Mercury , neither with 
Alcaly , but exhales from heat-, and returns into Ele- 
mentary Water, asI have ſhewed ; ſoalfo the Phlegme 
and Elementary Aqueous Vapor, which we inſpire and 
ſick in with the Celeſtial Calid the Ciild of the Sun mult 
needs again by Expiration return to Water , as every 
+l:beian knows and is forced to confeſs : Bur the Saline 
Nature of Aqua Fortis is fixed with Mercary , as the Sa- 
line Nature of Vinegar into Alcaly with Corals; fo allo 
Preſerpina , or the C%il4-of the Sun, by Inſpiration at- 
tracted by the Lungs tothe Radical Hzumid , which hath 
its Seat in the Heart, is detained there, and is wrought 
and fixed by the adi; and heat of the Heart ( after its 
manner ) into Alcaly, or Rad:cal Moiſture: which there- 
upon by the ſame Heat and P#!ſ-, or Protruſion is dif- 
fuſed through the wholz, and inſpires Life, Actions, and 
Faculties into Things and Members ( for Hippocrates hath 
laid in his fore-cited Book d: Carnibus; That It Under- 
ſtands , Sees, Adorns., Hears, and Perceives all Things : 
See alſo the end of the fore-going Chapter.) And as /t 
performs ſeveral Aftions, fo it hath obtained ſeveral 
Names; for in the Eyes it Sees, in the Tongue it 
Taſtes., in the Fingersit Touches, &c. And as I have 
ſhewed that Acid and Alcaly do- conſtitute Ferments , fa 
uſo Radical Hamid and innate Calid, as wellin a Grain 
of Corn , as in Mans Body, do perform Viral Actions, 
and therefore may not unfitly be called, The Vital Fer- 
ment ; for it flows and is diffuſed from thence into all the 
Members of the Body : And as that ral Spirit or Ch:14 
of the Sun, is multiplicative (that I may to ſpeak) of 
it ſelf in the Stomach or Ventricle of a Grain of Corn 
( which:is the 8200 part of its Body , as the deep-Sages 
of Natures Myſteries have obſerved ) and from rhe ſu- 
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be made Ardent and inflameable Water : So alſo Thi in 
Mans Stomach doth regerminate, is multiplied , it ſours 
after the manner of Ferment , and like Aqua Ardens 
doth illuminate the whole humane Body with vivid 
Heat and Colour; and becauſe it hath the Operations 
of Fire, therefore it is called by Hippocrates, a ſoft Fire, 
having its Seat in the Stomach. For as the Sun, the 
heart of the World, doth unceſſantly ſend this Spirit to 
the ether, which contains all Things which the World 
hath in it ſelf ; leſt the Frame of the World ſhould fail : 
ſo alſo the Heart doth unintermittently- fend this Spirit 
io the e/Ether of the Microcoſme (13.e. ) to the Stomach, 
which contains inits Cavity or Venter all Things whichthe 
Microcoſme hath ; and therefore Natures Myxte have gi- 
venit the Name of Multiventrows Spirit of Mercury, Now 
becauſe Jt flows all the daysof our Life, and vaniſhes 
by reaſon of the volatility and frailty proper to the 
Natureof Animals, eſpecially growing ones , as Hippoc, 
Chymic. demonſtrates, Chap 12. Ir is therefore necellary 
that Ic ſhould be repaired by.Congruous Food (for we are 
nouriſhed by the; fame Things of which we conſiſt) which 
doth acquire in the Stomach a beginning of volatileneſs 
from the fore-ſaid Spirit of che Animal himſelf; a Species 
whereof that Spirit was from the beginning ( ſo. Meat in 
the Stomach conceives Ferment from within, as Raymond 
in his Theory. ) Hence of neceſſity,Bread and Water 1n the 
Stomach of a Man, become Hamane Aliment ; and the 
ſame Bread and Water in the Stomach of a Dog , be- 
come Cann: Aliment,&c.becauſe the Vital Acid of Animals, 
and the Acid Occult in Aliments, are by Digeſtion and 
Concodtion turned into Radical Humid : All theſe have 
fetch'd and deduced their Original fromthe Ch:ldf the San: 
But the ſpecifick Acid Vertue in the Aliments is overcome 
by the VitalAcid dwelling in the Stomach of Animals;as the 
Acid ſeated ina Pearl, is ſubdued and brought under by 
Vinegar; but Aliment doth not fall down from a ſound 
Stomach\till it hath attained the end of Ferment (asI have 
ſhewed by many Examples in the 6 Chap. For Natare 
is alike in all Things ( Hippocrates , the Authority of the 
Ancients, and Experience, proving the ſame ('s, e. ) = it 
ath 
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hath attained the Foundation of Vitality and Volatility ; 
for ſince the Radical Hamid of all Animals is Vola- 
tile ,. as it is allo the very Shopof Yylcar; it isrequi- 
ſite, that whatſoever is laboured and wrought out there, 
ſhould be alfo frail and volatil:, Hence the Fleſh of all 
Animals , Blood, Urine, Sweat, Stones, Sand, Gravel, 
Schirrhus, Tophus's. &c. and whatſoever an Animal can 
generate , do not reſift , but are deſtroyed from their 
former State and annihilated by Fire, or elle are re- 
duced into an infipid Caix, as Bones, or into a mor+ 
dicant Calx, as the fhells of Eggs, of Oiſters, and the 
like, &c. Bur that all Theſe before ſpoken of, were 
Occultly Salt, before they were burnt, we may be con- 
vinced, 'not only by the Reaſon — , and by the 
Authority of Hippocrates, but moreoMr alſo, by our 
School Miſtriſs , frequent Experience : For which, that I 
may not cloy youwith Repetitions, ſee Hippoc. Chymic, 
from Chap. 12. to the r6. For whatſoever is diltilled from 
an Animal, by the help of Fire, there goes forth from it a 
Liquor, pinguous Oil, and flying Alcaly ; but-the Acid , 
which bound upthe Alcaly in this tyrannical Operation, 
returns With Proſerpina to her Mother , which you may 
again fetch from thence by Art and ſubtile Hands , as 
I ſhall ſhew anon : But the Caput Mortuum, even from 
the hardeſt Bones, is left vacuoms and empry,except Blood ; 
which whilſt it is by degrees reduced to a Coal by a gen- 
tile Fire in a Retort ; then out ofitby Common Water 
is Elicited a portion of Salr ; but the greateſt part is 
rurned into Fugitive Alcaly, not very. much ſtinking : 
a plain argument , that in the Blood there is a greater 
part of Occult Acid (binding in the. Atealy , that with 
a Light Fire it may not fly away) than in the -Boxey 
or other*parts , Hippoc. Chymic. Chap. 12. 

But that it is Salt (viz. a Compoſition of Alcaly and 
Acid) the Solution of Sublimate Aercxry doth ;prove ; 
for being caſt into /t it doth not precipitate /t as Al- 
caly , as above Chap. 7. Bur the part, which is diſtil- 
led from the Retort , is fugitive Mcaly , and precipi- 
tates Mercury of a White Colour,and into a ſmall ſpongy 
Powder, Add fixed Algaly to Urine, a little coagulated 
| Oo2 to 
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to the conſiſtence of Hony , that the Alcaly may unhibe : 
the Acid Salt which Man eats , Diſtill it through a 
Limbeck, and it will emit a flying Alcaly , having the 
{tinking ſmell of the Urine from the Ferment of PutrefaCt;- 
on. Urine doth not acquire this putrefactive Fermenr 
in Artificial PutrefaCtions, as thoſe Deans with their wild 
Colleagres do imagine , bur in that very moment when 
the S:ram paſſes through the Reins,as through a Syringe ; 
bur for want of. a Name, I call it Fermznt of Patrefattion, 
todiſtinguiſh it from other Ferments ; for Alca'y of Swear 
doth not ſtink, as that of Urine doth : neither doth 
That of Bones nor Horns, but hath a freſh ſmell, which 
theſe vain-glorious Artiſts, hitherto were ignorant of, 
though my Hippoc. Chymic, hath taught them it ; yer 
they never undefMoad 1t : for That Book, as it ſets fort! 
the difference of fixed Alcalyes and the conſtancy of 
Forms by the Precipitation of Sublimate Merczry difſol- 
ved; ſoit diltinguiſheth the Permanency of the Forms 
of Volatile Alcalyes by the Ferments aCquired in their 
Native Places; becauſe the ſame Form walks pars paſ's 
tro the Fire with them even unto the very Eliments , 
viz.. The Form of the ſame thing, from which they 
were taken , . as Geber .and Experience do witneſs, as 1 
have above clearly -ſhewed. By this we ſee the reaſon , 
why Alcaly and Viperine Radical Hunud , or the. Alcaly 
of other Animals , paſling through Actual Fire , as I 
have ſaid , doth retain the Form of the Animal, whence 
it was taken , undeſtroyed ; bur as the Alcaly or Mother, 
or firſt Matt.r of Metals ( which I have before demon- 
ſtrated ) is variouſly agitated by the unskilſul multitude 
in Acids and Caulticks, and Calx's of Things, not agree- 
able to its Nature, with which they oppreſs and deſtroyits 
internal Form , and the ſpark of Acid Metaltne £:ghr, fo 
that it cannot be encreaſed or multiplied ( as I have 


* thewed in a Grainof Corn) ſo alſo I find the firſt Fe- 


minine matter of Alcaly of Vipers to be miſerably roſſed 
and debaſed by unskiltul Scioliſts , ſometimes with Calx , 
ſomerimes with molt Acid Spirit of Salt ( ſee Hippec. Chy- 
mic. Chap. 3, and 11.) Things contrary to its Nature ; 
{0 that the ſpark of Zight or Internal Form of the Viper, 
which © 
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* which ought by a'gentle Fermentation to be en- 


creaſed and multiplied , by theſe Violators of Nature is 
almoſt wholly deſtroyed and annihilated , in like ſort as 
the light of a Pearl remains oppreſſed and flain by Their 
Celebrated Spirit of Venus. And as a skilful Artiſt, raking 
Nature for his Guide , can multiply the form in Mother 
of Metals , ſo alſo the ſame Artiſt , by the ſame Guide, 
can multiply the Form in zhe Afoth:r or Alc:ly of Vipers. 
I have ſhewed, how wiſe Nature, by her working, doth 
perſeCt Radical Humid for the Family of Vegetables, on 
which Antiquity hath ſuperſtructed Artifioial Hamid with 
g00d ſucceſs. I have alſo ſhewed out of Hippocrates de” 
Carnibus , the method and way that Nature uteth in the 
preparation of Radical Humid in the Animal Family ; in 
imitation of which, I have made the Artificial , not de- 
parting an hairs breadth frem the Natural Operation. . 
Hence it will appear to all in general, and every indi- 
vidual Man in particular,both preſent and to come,againſt 
the opinion of Catumniators , That This: /nvention ' of 
min: , may be truly and without fraud called Radical 
humid by Art, as well as Salt of Vipers; for it conſiſts of 


' the Alcaly of Vipers (which, as I have aboveevinced by 


Experience and the Authority of Gebey , to att the Wo- 
man, as in Minerals and Vegetabtes, foalſo in this Animal 
Claſſis it is wholly of a feminine nature”, -and hath in it 
an Occult Viperine form) and of the Child of the Sun; or 
celeitial Calid, not as yet corrupted ; which fince 1t can- 
not be alone, is received into and detamed in the Alcaly 
of Water, until ir be fermented into'Salr (:.«) into-the 
degree of the perfection of its Nature : Thus you have 
my mind. For an Example of this Salr, my Hippoc. 
Chymic. chap. 10. holds forth the way , whereby with 
Alcaly of Tartar, Vitriolate Tartar may be made out of 
a Crude Minera of Vitriol of Mars ; and it ſhews alſo, 
That Nature is in all things alike, and truly it-diſcovers 
a great thing. But theſe barren and unfruitful pretenders 
to Phyſick , by reaſon of the czcity of their minds , .are 
not capable of the evident truth ; . yea They ſcarce know 
the things which are before their eyes ; for in Acid 


: Fountains they ſee not rhe Chi/d.of the Sun diluted by 
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provident Nature in Water, which never fails; and by 
flowing by an immature Vein of Iron, it licks and affets 
It with a ſiveet Acidity , and after ic hath flowed down 
a little it waxes yellow , as Hipp:crates Chymicss ſhews, 
chap. 16. An evident argument that the Celeſtial Spi- 
rit flaggs in its action , when ſeed fails., no otherwiſe 
then as Proſerpina, having enjoyed her pleaſure, returns 
to her Mother; yet notwithſtanding it ſutfers not ir ſelf 
to be taken by polluted hands, bur to intelligent per- 
ſons, it manifeſts it ſelf even whileſt dormant and aſleep: 
Wherefore there are many wayes conducing to this end 
which are very craggy and obſcure to DetraRors : But 
what ingenious Man would not try the ſame with crude 
Natural Vitriol of Afars ? Unleſs perhaps he be afraid of 
the frequent ſolution, long digeſtion, and judicious coa- 
ulation, . 

Behold here, all ye Candid Aﬀertors of Phyſical Light, 
how the firſt Feminine matter of Alcaly of Vipers, by 
a Triumphant and Solemn Marriage with the Ehild of 
the Sun , 1s exalted into the Nature of Salt; whole 
Marriage is celebrated in the Houſe of Nature, to ute 
Coſmopolita's words ; againſt which,for theſe twenty years 
( whileſt I have made my abode in this Country ). Dogs 
have barked, Ravens have croked, and unheard of cla- 
mors have been made ; which I deſpifing , do yet lye 
to triumph over and contemne my Adverſaries ; but if 
I had died, ſome would have accounted thoſe things as 
Prodigies and Omens of my Death. Oh how much paper 
liave theſe Grammatical Maſters ſpent about this mat- 
ter? what ſlanders , what infamatory Libels , how ma- 
ny Calumnies and filthy. Reproaches, have theſe uncivil 

eclaimers againſt the Works of Nature , vomited 
forth into their own laps? As for my Self, I have choſen 
Truth for my faithful Defendreſs, which though it may 
be oppreſled and exerciſed with great weight and bur- 
den amongſt Men , yer it is impoſſible that ir ſhould 
be wholy extinguiſhed, in regard it is powerful , in- 
expugnable , , and triumphant above all things in the 
World, as my Preface to Hippoc. Chymicws proves out of 
the Holy Scriptars. Therefore ] entertain with delight. 
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the contempts of Phebeians , for I can ſcarce find filth 

or dirt enough to ſtop the Mouths of ſuch evil Speakers. 

I know, that *tis the part of a fool trocontend with un- 

Skilful perſons abour things which they underſtand nor, 

or to-think ro get any credit, by teaching them ; bur | 
on the contrary, a Wiſe Man will filently confider the -e 
times , places, and cuſtoms of the Rxling Men with 

whom he is converſant; and beſides, he will confide in 

Juſt ations, and then cheerfully expect an equal event ; 

for hereby accrews great glory and emolument : Let 
Helwigdiarick be a late Example (1 ſpeak ngt reproach- 

ingly , for we ſhould fay nothing but good of the dead 

or of the abſent) what ſtone did not he turn hereto- 

fore, together with his Afociates , againſt the Experi- 

mental Truth ? which was a ſtranger and unknown to 

Them all> what did they not infute into the Vulgar a- 

ganſt my converſation?. ( as if that were. at all to the 

purpoſe) bur I derided ail the actions afygtheſe dancing 

Camels (to ſpeak proverbially ) as knowing , that 'tis the - 

common refuge of vain and wild heads, when they want 

reaſons ro oppugne the Truth, to catch at any opportu- 

nity to blemiſh ones wanners, as my Anſwer publifhed in 

the year 1656 under the Title of Ecc:o may witneſs. 

Theſe furious Deans , with their. foul-mouthed Col- xccho to vindi. 
leagues,and their antecedent herd, do commit the ſame e- cate Chyro/@hug, - 
vil at this day ; bur the beſt is, they are All F#dges conta- 

minated with filthy ignorance, and are unjnſt witneſſes, 

yea falſaries in the Law ; as I have hitherto clearly pro- 

ved. All whoſe Writis, as well pait as preſent, though 

by fooliſh diligence compacted into a great Volume, yer 

they are not fufficient to bear down Tach:nixs , who is 

ſupported by the Truth. Bur theſe Idlers do but waſte 

their golden and irreparable time in theſe employments, 

in thus exerciſing: their lying Genius's , and in fruitleſs 

blotting of Paper ; Their labour both formerly and here- 
after ſhall be in vain , for if a generous Horſe regards 
not the Barkings of following Curs , I ſhall as little 
eſtcem my preſent or future Oppoſers , either ſingle or 
altogether ; you know my meaning , forl live and con- *V 21 
fkidein juſt ations; but enough of This : To return, In Fx 
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-F*5tr/ol there is an Acid moſt grateful to, pleaſant, and 

deſired by humane nature , as Paracelſus and Experience 
ſay : This Acid ,- becauſe it cannot be alone , aſſociates 
It (elf with the immature Metal , and with Ir grows 
into a Saline Body ; free or ſeparate Ut , and it will be 
worth your labour ; for there lurks in [rt an Arcanum for 
the Epileply , of which the ingenious Crollixs ſpeaks : 
Praccl;us attributes many Vertmes to the volatileneſs of Spi- 
rit of Vitriel, in curing the Ep lepſy ; but 1 could never tee 
any of Them ; neither did «ver any man affirm to me, that he 
could cure a confirmed Ep.lepſy , only by Vulgar and ſimply 
prepared SpYrit of Vitricl, Thus far He. Therefore , for 
the reaſors hinted before , it cannot beelicited by Diſtil- 
{agon , as all Candid Operators witneſs ; for this cauſc, 
the Searchers into the Secrets of Nature have tricd ano- 
ther way , which I ſhould willingly have declared in this 
place, but that I have experience, That 'ris a fooliſh thing 
to expoſe m__ to Ignorants and tothe Vulgar,for whar 
they praiſe. is Blame-worthy,what they think is vain, what 
they ſpeak is falſe,vhat they diſapprove is good,what they 
allow evil, and what they .extol infamous; as I have 
hitherto proved by clear Examples. Neither doth an 
Arcanum lie hid in the faid Volatility only for the Ep:- 
[-pſic , but alſo for rhe S»ffecation of the Matrix , tor 
the Palpitation of the Heart , and for the Corroborati- 
on of the Spirits , Brain, Heart, and of the whole Ina:- 
vidaym ; ſince it is the Child of the Sun, and the Twin- 
brother of our Vital Spirit. But of This I have faid e- 
nough. I return now to the Vacypus Alcaly of Vipers, 
which is ill treated by the company of Yulgar pretended 
Chimiſts. 

As we do notgive a Scorpion, or a Piece of Wood, to 
thoſe that are hungry., and ask for Bread ; neither do 
we give Oil mixed with Gaul to ſuch as are th.7/ty ; but 
we exhibite to them ſimilary and conſentaneous Alt- 
ments, of the ſame family of which the hungry perſon 
conſiſts , as Hippocrates teaches : So alſo the Alcaly of 
Vipers , being vacuous, hungry, and thirſty, muſt be fa- 
tisfied with That of which it conſiſts , not with' Calx or 


Spirit of Salt , as unskilful Writers give out ; for I have 
be; h ſhewed 


His CL AVIS. 
ſhewed in the 3, Chapter of this Tra#, That Nature 
doth ſo, and ſhe is every where alike, And if the Alum- 
n#s and Scholar of Truth in his Operations ſhall imi- 
tate Hey., heean never go out of the way, as by and 
by will appear by a clearer Example : But here I would 
have all Readers to take Notice, that as all Remedies, 
proceeding from Animals are weaker for Mans uſe, than 
Thoſe that come from Ain:rals; fo we arc here to un- 
.derſtand , that Alcal of Vipers polleſſes a ſpecifick Form, 
and 1s impregnated with Natural Acid ſupervening, and 
under a convenient heat of Digeſtion, itis ripcncd into one 
exccllent Body : The ſame Alcaly indeed may ariſe more 
efficacious, by reaſon of its Matculine adjuntt, yer ir 
cannot aſcend beyond rhe boundary before alledged 
out of Rymyund ; fo that the Remedies taken from the 
Amcral Family, are found to be much more perfect in 
the. Ep:l:pfie, Aſthma, Stone, and moſt Coagulared Dii- 
eaſes ( Hipptc, Chymic, Chap. 14. ) in as much as their 
Radical Hamid is found by Experience to be more can- 
Itant, 

Now Thoſe in general are called Coa;wlated Diſeaſes , 
who from Immature Acid , flow from the Stomach to 
the other Shops of Digeſtion, and are Coagulated there, 
or. if in. theſe very Shops, through the degenerating of 
the Occaſional. Cauſe, the Acid become more power- 
ful, then it ſuppreſſes the ' /nnare , and preſently the 
Pores are contracted, and it undergoes Coagulation 
with the Alcaly of the place, according to the property 
of the Member; as I have above ſhewed out of Hippo- 
crates, And as in the Macrocoſm: there dwels an Occule 
Food of Life in the Air\, which becauſe it contains all 
things which theWorld hath, is therefore called a Mnlti- 
ventrous Spirit ; we mult alſo underſtand the ſamein the 
Microcoſme : So that inthe Air of Mans Stomach, there 
inhabits a Aſ#ltives:rons Spirit, which contains in it what- 
ſoever a Man can do, or hath; asI have ſhewcd our of 
Hippocrates in his Book de-Carnibus. If therefore any 
of This Spirit, dwelling m'the Stomach , ſhall ſack in a 
more Acid Air of a ſtrange and forraign taſte or ſmell : 
not agreeing to its own Nature,whichit cannot —_— 
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ly change into Matare or Salt,and it falls into another Shop - 
of Digeſtion , where Concoftion, and Alteration pro- 
ceed more ſweetly "than in the Stomach, then preſently 
the more powerful ſuppreſſes the weaker, and they are 
both Coagulared into a forrain-7ndzl-s 5 whence the in- 
dwelling Spirit rages , and as it' were diſdains , the 
Member waxes hot; and doth not Concott its proper 
Aliment, from whence a Diſeaſe is manifeſtly produced ; 
after the ſame manner , as when Yin2zar ſuppreſles the 
indwelling Reffor of a Pearl, and doth fo weaken 7r,that 
it loſes the form and ſhape of Pearl ;' as I have elſewhere 
clearly ſhewn, 

Wherefore the vivid and manifeſt Acid, if by-miſtake ' 
it fall from the Stomach, and paſs to the Oecon:»my of 
the Bowels, immediately, as forrain and more powerful, 
it ſubdues the feeble Operator of the place, and takes the 
Province to it ſelf; cauſing either Collick pains , or ma- 
king the Belly either looſe or coſtive, or working ſuch 
like diſorders in'the Inteſtines ; which I think better, toa- 
void Prolixity , to omit in this place, for they require a 
diſtinct Tract by themfelves, -I have only endeavoured to 
deduce neceſſary Arguments in this'matter , fromthence 
to diſcover the folly of 'Thoſt., who have learned to do. 
nothing elſe but to defame and revile the Truth, which is 
unknown -to them. - Now 'this vivid and manifeſt Acid - 
( of which I now ſpeak) mufFnot be underſtood to be a 
certain Fluid Liquor, which as the vulgar ſpeaks, deſcends 
as a ſwift Torrent, but ir is alſo a vital thing , called by 
Hippzerates, Aura Lois ;' by Virgil, IgneusVigor ;\ by Ho- 
ratins, Divina Aura; of it (elf wanting a Body , but net 
enduring to be alone ( as Hippocrates ſays, de Diata) it incor- 
porates it ſelf with Meats and Drinks, and informs Them 
into the Vital Alimentof the Body, which takes in that 
Food. Hence again, Hippocrates in his firſt Book ds: Dieta, 
Th: Soul of Man 'ss eicreaſed in Man, and inno other, ' and + 
the like of other great Animals, Now this Auraby Irradi- 
ation alone perfets its work, but a forrain Aura mixed 
with it, as Water with Water ,, Fire with Fire, is alone 
ſutcient to be the cauſe of Diſeaſes, as our Maſter teaches 
4: viterum Medicina 4 becauſe it can eaſily alter _ 
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bred Operator (for every Malc hathrits Ventricle) which 

being altred,preſently the Digeſtion of the place is diſturb- A way of Ceyp- 
ed,and the very Aliment,otherwiſe Vivid; is perverted into tography, 
a Mucoxs Ind l:s, according tothe property of the diſeaſed 

and affeted Member ; juft as the Occult Sulphurous Odor 

of Orpiment doth die and denigrate Sal Satwrni, though 

far diitant from it, after this manner , Write with Sac- 

charum Saturn; diſſolved in Water , that Writing will no t 

be ſeen upon the Paper ; place that written. paper in the 
Frontiſpiece of any Book, then have readyan Humid Sul- 

phurous Odor, which is made of #»ſlk:d Lim: and Orpi- 

ment, both firit feverally pounded, and afterwards mixed 
ragether ; pour Water on this Powder, and make a Lixi- 

viam , With which you moiſten another —_— and place 

it at the endof-t1e ſame Book; ſhut the Book, and the 

next morning you ſhall find the Writing to appear obſcure- 


"ly black, becauſe the Sulphureous Odor of the Orpiment, 


being excited by the Alcaly of the L'me , hath pierced 
through the whole body of the Book unto its own ſub- a, ;mi:xes 
jet. In like fort ( ſays — d:. Diata; Fhenatare Natureand 
ef Man dith operate, with which all Arts and all Artifices tus Ar, 
a) communicate. For if the Operator and Cauſes of that 
glewiſh matter called Synovia in the joynt of the Foot (for 
Example) were ſo diſpoſed to receive the vitiated Anra 
of the Stomach , as Sal Saturn: is to entertain the Aura 
inquinated by the Odor of the Sulphur of Orpiment, then 
indeed the Azra of the Stomach , being tinged with a 
forrain Odor, would alſo inquinate the Synovia in the joynt 
of the Toe; and this is done only by: Odor, that I may 
ſo ſpeak , from whence ariſeth pain in the joynt of the 
Foot, which from the place is called Podazra, or the 
Foot-gout ; and immediately the Aliment , otherwiſe-vi- 
vid , is perverted into a Xucors Indoles , &c. as I aid 
but now. 

This kind , after the manner of the Ancients, H:ppocra- 
tes in general called Divine, and hath enjoyned every 
one to take notice of and obſerve, Thar if "there be 
any Divine Thing in Diſeaſes , we ſhould have ſpecial re- 
gard to that, if ever we would be good and admirable 


Phyſicians. 
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Tie” D;viun Now that Divinumof Hippocrates 1s the Occult , Ar- 
0! Hippecrater. dugus , Obſcure, Hidden , Cryptical and Admirable Fer- 

ment in all the Ventricles, both of the great and leſſer 
World; which cannot- be ſeen. with the eyes, neither can 
it.be perceived by any outward ſenſe, but only 'tis known 
by its effec , and that not without much labour , and no 
little expence of time ; but I have ſhewed it to be the Ch 14 
of .the Sun, Chap. 2. For whatſoever doth eſcape the 
ſight of the bodily eye, the eye of the Underſtanding doth, 
Tho hey and can reach it; as in His book of Precepts, 
Profeffororcſs TINS arduous and obſcure Ferment hath lo crazed the 
and Ccnume- Brains of-the Deans, and their Collegiats, though they 


lious Opinion think they were ſolid , . ſtrong., and: well grounded - 


o: the furnda- jn Art, That: they doaltogcther. diſlike that Divinem. as 

__ rags a certain piacular thing, ( which my Hippoc. Chymic. ce- 

20% lebrates both in Diſeaſes and Remedies ) and they are 
alſo ignorant how to diſtinguiſh - new things from. old, 
latter from former ; which the fourth in order of the Fiennes 
Profeſſors, a ſcurrilous and dicacious prater, doth con- 
feſs, viz, that he is amazed to find that it ſhould be trea- 
red of by learned-men , .as being. m.nifeſtly falſe and fo; - 
ifs; but he Dreams waking , as the Proverb is. 

But onur Galzr: ( even when he was old, deriding 
ſuch raens madnels ) together with many other fa- 
mous Men , had /t.in great eſteem, and ( with Hippo- 
crates) confelſes in his-2,, Pook of the Differences of 
Feavors, Chap. 27. Thar It is placed in a certain ſecret 
attcftion, and thar. it*doth inhere in the very parts, 
ſaying of intcrmittent Feavors,- /t ceaſes not to brin3 abent 
the Circuitus if their Fits, as long as the Diſpoſition , in 


the gen:ratinz part; is preſerved : . whence it appears , . 


that in that place he fetches the- Cures of Feavors a little 
higher than he dothin his Books of Mcthod andin his Firſt Book, 
of: Art to Glaycoe; affirming , That the correftion of this 
Diſpoſition, is the principle ſcope of the Cure ; and in the 


ſame book , Where: heat : overcomes the .mattcr , it is called. 


zicrement.. He means nothing elſe , but what my Hippoc, 
Chzm, hath more clearly explained ( for the ſake of the 
{tudious, viz. Ferment, cither occult, or manifeſt ; which 
ſpeaking to Plebeians , - he calls heat , ,and Alcaly mat- 


fer 


| 


His CL AMyYIS. 
ter ; for if heat do overcome, it muſt-needs have domini- 
.on over the Matter or Alcaly , as | have abundantly proved 
by all* examples both in the great and leflſer world ; 
and then: ( ſayes Galen ) Heat is encreafed not only in 
Feavccs , but alſo in all other Diſeaſes and Matters,. as 
I have before ſhewed in Barly,.a ſeed of the Macrocoſme z 
and now ſhall likewiſe ſhew even adoculym in Paronychia 
(<5. e. ) ( an impoſthumation under the root of the Nails ) 
4 ſeed of the Microcoſm, Now Parhychia, the Miltreſs or 
Queen of almoſt all Diſeaſes, is an Igaeous Tumour ; ſo 
called from the moſt Acute pain accompanying it; the like 
whercof is hardly to be found amongſt Men ; it ariſes 
in the root of the Nails ( 5. e. ) in their Ventricle, when 
the Occult Ferment is by miltake There made manifeſt 
aid ſoured ; in that very moment the vivid Aliment is 
perverted', the neighbouring parts are diſturbed , . and 
tometimes the Bones themſelves are eroded. 

But this Diſp»ſtion 1s corrected by a more' powerful 4- 
cid deſcending trom a perfecter Family , which can ſubdue 
the inflamed Ferment of rhe Aicrocoſme : For before the 
Tumour be opened, it mnſt be anointed over ,. and the 
whole Nail too, with Ac: of Sulphur, as it is gathered 
Ex Campana , - Which by reaſon-of its thickneſs they call 
Oil , when this UnCtien. cauſerh-pricking. and itching a 
little in: the part affected, in that very moment you-may 
obſerve the corruptive Diſpoſition to be correfted , becauſe 
the more powerfiil 4nima gets dominion over the weaker, 
no otherwiſe than as counterfeit Spirit of Yexus ſubjugates 
the Occult Acid ina Pearl. Do but waſh your Finger with. 
this warm Water, and it is enough. Iwould have diſco- 
vered many more of theſe things, for rhe benefit of my 
Neighbours.,. as alſo a pleaſant, ſafe and delightſome Re- 
medy for the Lues Venerea it felf , unleſs I had been every 
where prevented by the deep Wiſdom: of the Vienna Pro- 
feſſors. 

I know Learned Men, not a few , have by long uſe and. 
experience taken notice of things, that do eradicate 
certain Diſpofitions ; but by reaſon of the multitude of 1g » 
uorants in this woful age, which , with one mouth. would 
raile againſt. them (1am almoſt aſhamed to ſpeak it)rhey. 

are. - 
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are afraid to publiſh Them ,. becauſe they exceed the un! 


- derſtanding of Gregariow and Talkative Medicks. 


Wonderkul are 
thy works'O 
Lord &c. Pſa. 
gl, 


So the Vulgar Country People by proper Antidotes 
( 4.e. ) ſuch as ſpecifically deſtroy fome Disſpoſitions, or do 
reſtrain, abſorb, or .overcome the Acid and Ferment 
of the place) do ſometimes Cure not only Feavors , 
bur many other Diſeaſes, without Purgation premiſed ; 


-whereLy Old Women do ſometimes diſgrace, cven the 


molt able Phyſicians , and do counterfeit their Art; fo 
Hippocrates teaches-in his Book de Afﬀettionibus, If Pa- 
tientsſeemto have: no need of Pharmaca, give them Med ca- 
ments in Drink,, by which the Feavor may 62 either changed 
or may abate. 

My Hppocrates Chymicus, with Galen and Hippocrates , 
give many Examples of this Correttion (as the former 
calls it ) of Tranſmutation ( as the latter) of Diſpeſitions ; 
which being Cryprical, Abſtruſe,and Magnetical Works of 
Nature, and beſides are the Foundations of the Phylick 
of our Predeceſſors , The Deans and their Collcagues 
nave indeed read them , as appears," but being aboyz 
theirreach,and above Priſcians Grammar Rules,they could 
not underſtand Them,as appears by theirreproachful can- 
ting ; for therefore they alperſe them,as not having /earued 
ro conſider obſcure things from manifeſt, as Hippocrates plea- 
ſantly derides them, L-1. deDeta. Burt if this Spiritual 
Operation be to be derided, then ſurely, whole Natere , 
and- the profound. Science of 'True Phyſick will be alſo 
counted ridiculous. For whatſoever Nature works in 
the greater or leſſer world, ſhe always begins and ends 
ic in a Spiritual manner ; for the Creator hath given 
her no other Inſtraments to work withal : Out of a 
ſmall Seed of Hemp or Flax, there ariſeth a Plant,which 
having firſt undergone many vexatious Alterations, at 
length is made a Sail, by the help whereof, and by the 
blowing of the Winds. , Men are carried up and down 
the World. This Aion, from the beginning to the end, 
proceeds Spiritually, like Cryptography , as Hippocrates 
Chymicus ſhews in the fore-cited place, And alſo Mans 
Nature it ſelf,of Bread only and ſimple Water, doth not 


only frame for ir {elf the Body , which we touch, bur = 
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the Oprick Spirit of .incomprehenſible Tenuity. None but Brend and Wa- 
the Norimberg and Auſtrian Collegiates and their fellows, *<r a** mace 


would ever have called this Operation of Nature inept , 
Circum-foraneous , -and Mountebank-like. So in the 
very Science of Phyſick,, neither Rhubarb, Senna, nor 
Agarick,, &c. ( their innate Spirit being taken away ) 


Spirits, 


can any longer diſturb Mans Body ; neither, in their full 


itrength, if they could be given to a Carkaſs of a Man 
( the Spirit being gone) would they purge It. So that 
whatſoever is in Medicine , beſides the Clamours of thc 


Deans and their Colleagues, like CTR , Itpro-- 


ceeds Spiritnally ; for we muſt needs confeſs ,* that all things 


do conſiſt of inſenſsble Principles, as Lucretinslays, Lib.2. - 


Moreover one weight or parcel of Galls:, -anda fourth 
part of that weight of Yitrio! { though neither of them 
black ) yet being joyned together with an Aqueos Liquor, 
by reaſon of the innate Spirit, do wax black, becauſe 
the Alcaly of the Galls doth ſuck up the Aoid Sp:r:t of 
the YV.rriol, and the immature Iron is diluted into Ink, 
which is in uſe amongſt Kings ,, Learned and Unlearned, 
yea Flebeians themſelves : Yet all theſe, when they han- 
dle this Cryptick and hidden Colour , brought thus to 
light , are accuſed by theſe lofty Deans and their Owl- 
light Companions, as Circumforaneous and Juglers. 
Truly they uſe their Tongues ill, but their Ink worſe. 
But to make an end, 1 conclude with Zecrctivs , That 
both Learned aud Unlearned muſt needs confeſs, That 
whatſoever the World hath, 1s produced of Crypt:cal and hid- 
den things ; Only theſe talkative Praters, toevidence to 


Ink produced 
of Occult 


tur. 


the whole World that they are vain and empty Bodies, 


withour Spirit,” dolaugh at theſe Works of Nature, to- 


gether with their Inſtruments. They are a company of + 
light; ungrateful , and ludicrous Birds, which 1 leave' 


to be fed upon by ſuch hungry Stomachs as de- 
fire them; and ſo Ireturn whencel digreſſed. The 
Anra of the Stomach , being endued with a forrain 0- 
dor , can creep to the joyntsof the Foot ( as the Aura 
of Common Sulphur can reach Sat Satwrn:, thaughfar di- 
ſtant from it, a$1 have experimentally ſhewed ), and 
there it cap ſo trouble -the inhabiting Spirit , that the 
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Aliment of the place waxes ſour , and pain ariſes, whichy 
from the place is called Podagrick. But of what Species 
this Acidity is, ſo tinged by the ſtrangeor forrain Aura, 
Mans underſtanding cannot comprehend : Whence Hip- 
pocrates in [receptionem libello , By reaſon. of div:yſe a'tri- 
butes , ſometimes Diſeaſes ſtay a longer while, So that for 
the particulur Cure,Thart which is contary to theſepains 
lies hid in rhe ſpeciftick Alcaly , which thiclts after ſuch 
an Acid; asI have ſhewed concerning [ros for the Spleen, 
and concerning Oſtio Calla , G&c. ( ſee Hippocrates Chymic. 
Chap 28. ,) But for an external Remedy 1 have ſome- 
rimes ſeen the moſt vehement pain to. have been mitiga- 
red by warm: Water of Frogs Spawn , which is rich of 
Volatile Alcaly , as Hipp-c. Chymic. hath it, Chap, 19. 
Teaztlins alſo, in his Exegefis hath the ſame, only adding 
Allum, This Aara , if it creeps to the Reins, and there 
ſuppreſſes the preſiding Spirit , whatſoever it lays ho!d 
on , it coagulates with the Alcaly of Urine, into the 
ſhape of a Stone : the ſame alſo happens in the Bladder, 
in the Liver, 'in the Vena Porta , in the Lungs, in the 


Veſicle of the Gaul, and in all the Shops of Digeltion , 


in which there is found a fluid Nature. For the way, ſec 
Hippoc. Chimic. Chap. 14, Stones are- preternaturally 
gencrated after the ſame mafiner, not only in Men,but 
alſo in certain Animals., and their parts; and the ſame 
Acid which had coagulated them ( the order being chang- 
ed) doth againdiflolve them, as Dam? Nature ſhews 
in Stones of Crabs; which yet are not Morbous to the 
Crabs, but ariſe from their very firſt Conſtitutions. I alſo 
keep by me 'Sroxes taken out of the Kidneys of Capons, 
and outof the Gauls of Oxen, There are ſome, which 
can ſhew ſome taken from Their Bladders and Reins, 

So alſo there is preternaturally bred a ſtone found in 
the Gaul of an Hiſtrix or Hedghog, which ſuch Fablers, 
who are ignorant of the nature and cauſes of things, 
do mightily commend ; eſpecially Thoſe, who would be 
accounted by Old Wives andthe ignorant Vulgar Canonical 


Phyſecians : Whereas the Learned know, That Hypocrati- 


cal Medicine is but One, whichneeds be diſtinguiſhed but 


Anto /nternal and External ; whereas theſe Men , out of 
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' their ignorance have! patedVit intodiverſt- Sefs ; ns'my 


Hippoc. Chymic. hath it in the Preface.' I re&rurn to the ſtone 
growing in the Hedghogs Gaul, ro-'which they aleribe 
many ' imaginary Vertues ; and- out- of meer ſimplicity 
(which is not to be endured in Phylick ) do affirm, thar it 
is of ſingular Vertne above the ftonesofalt other Animuals:; 
grounding their option , onthis weak argument, betauſe 


it is bitter tothe taſte, n&t conſidering that ir.contratted. 


the bitter taſt from the Gawd, part of which hath undergone 
coagulation with Acid and Alcaly ;afrerrhe fame manner , 
as the ſtone of the Kidneys, is many times red from the 
Blood, 'and That of the Bladder 1s.white,. by reaſon of the 
Mucilage mixed with it,which the Bladder doth exfude.For 
whatſoever the coagulating Acid and Alcaly , do lay hold 
ofin haſty coagulation, being thruſt forth from the Vital 
Regiment , and doth nor much recede from the na- 
ture of them both , they take cr into their ſocicty ; 'Juft as 
Lime moiſtened with Water-, again becomes wfcy or pe= 
8rous coagulum with things mixed with it , as daily experi- 
ence ſhews. Hence it is,That-Hippocrates de Dieta laments, 
That Men are ignorant how to know., or calleit obſcare things 
from ma' feſt. But why , Ipray , is notthe ſtohe found 1n 
the Gaul ofan Oxe;, of the ſame _Vereue:winh that 1nan 
Hiſtrix or Hedghog? fince. in other taſtes, nothimg comes 
from an Oxe,"which is not good for Mans ufe 2 The rea- 
ſon is plain, becauſe it is more common. The Deans and 
their Colleagues do commend the Hedghoge itone, by this 
juit, as wiſe, as p ful, reaſS ; If it were not of 
great veriue , Noble W.. not buy it at ſo great a rate, 
Fie uponit! do your mighty Maſterthips ſo expoſe your 
ſelves to the laughter of the Vulgar? What; are Greer 


and Noble Men the proper Arbitrators and Judges of Phy- | 
' ſick in our days? And if they were, yet it is no ngw 


thing to approve Diſtilled Vinegar for the Son of # 
and Elementary Water for Corazal, and out.of meer 
Ignorance to commend. and dedicate -It ro them far a 
great Treaſure-in Phyſick , and to {wear that they are 
good for our Neighbours Health ; whereas they do bur 
appear ſo, but are really for his deſtruction. But rhe 
multitude of Followers procures no patronage to lies , 

| Q theugh 
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though unkappy-Mortaſs are apt: to obey and follow-- 


Sowned fleth and ignorance. 

of this Stone wereſo excellent , . ſeeing they cannot be 
learned , butby the knowledge of their Cauſes, and by 
manifold Experiences ; . witneſs Hippocrates de Lege, But 
Noble Men :;:: or very few of them & ſtudy. either; and 
therefore - they muſt needs by a kind of adoption ſuck 
in this their knowledge from ſuch vain Fablers, towhom: 
they ſubſcribe, and who make great but empty vaunts of 
their Skill in Phyſick ; for thev know not how to diſtin- 
guiſh Yinegarfrom Sals, as I have proved, as clear as 
the Sun, 

Away therefore with theſe trifles, . which redound {6 
much to the detriment of the Noble Art of Phyſick , and 
the miſery and damage of ones Neighbour, Such Afe- 
dicaſters are fo full of vanities ( witneſs the reformed and 
vulgany applauded Awſpurgh Diſpenſatory) that the Name 
of a Phyſician is now become the reproach of the Pople, 
and the jeer of Comedians ; and unleſs this ſordid unskil- 
fulneſs and miſerable ignorance be laid afide, I am a- 
fraid the day is:at hand , that. Phyſicians muſt turn 
Country Plow-men, To which 'doughty principle and 
deſign the ſupplanting'of the Ancient Phyſick of. Zppo- 
crates ,, and the defaming of the memorable Doctrine 
of our Predecefiors: ( God fo permitting ) will not a 
little contribute. Burt to return, at length they pour 
Water on the StoneÞ$ leaving it there ſo long till it grow 
bitter ; which is done un a ce of time , .eſpeci- 
ally if the Stone be new and freſh ; for if it hath been 
waſhed oftentimes before-, . then it muſt be ſteeped a 
longer time in the Water, This Ablution they after- 
wards preſcribe to the Sick , whoſe taſte is bitter and its 
eve heating, . - | 
Here Zacutws jeſtingly and ſmilingly fays , 1s intenſe 
Feavers it is not good to-be given: ,' for it mightily heats , 1n- 
flames , and provokes thirſt, although it be mixed with cold 
Cordials, and at laſt it provokes Sweat ( after great trouble, 
ftraits , and with much ado ) and removes obſtruttions by rea- 
fon of its bitterneſs, The mcanipg 18, that Later avgwrs 
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But how came Great Perſons to know that the Vertues : 
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in herba , heat ,.. e.; ;and to pro- 
ine ng Bea liguant __ 
ted) F Feavis wnhcrce properties. if they. proceed from 
the Ablutionof the Stone, being nod oy as Zacutne 
teſtifies , then certainly ir is far fromtaking themaway, 
as our Mr,Deans and their Collegiates dg ie. 

But let us hear Pigeorides,y who afcrjbes the ſame. Ver- 
tues to the Gaul of nimals, which our great-Do@ars 
do tothe Ablution of their Stone. The Gawl , fays he, 
# bitter , ſharp and heating ; and therefore the Ablution 
of the Stone is bitter from the Gaul, becauſe it hath the 
fame Vertues with. rhe. Gaul , if we believe Diof- 
corides, Burt we will preſcribe this Ablution ro great 
Men, in Maligne and Pcrillous Diſeaſes, fay our Mr. 
Deans and their Fellows, Why | pray ?:becanſe it coſts 
dear ,.ergo, &c, Oh fortiſh Society | The ſhame and 
detriment of Great Men, That it is bitter from the Gaul, 
the haſty ablution ſhews , as-I ſaid before; and there- 
fore if this Stone be Aperitive ſimply, for ts bitterneſs, 
ir muſt of necefliry be granted,, That-gne drap.i\raken 
from the Gaul of themeaneſt Fiſh, is of more avail for 
opening of Obſtructigns, thanten Ablutions af this Stone, 
becauſe the Gauls of all are ſharp and HEATINg., witneſs 
Dioſcorides : ſee alſo Hippoc. Chymic. Chap. 14. 

Bur *tis a mad thing ro imagine,, that this» Stone is 
bred thus in the Gaul, and that-it- contracted not its 
bitter taſte there-from, Sope is boiled and madeout of 
Alcaly and Oil, and becomes a Body of a Sat raſte and 
white , tecauſe no forrain thing-enters intoit : To which, 
if you ' add, in boiling, Juice of Beet, it acquires a Green 
Colour ; and if Gaul were likewiſe added *0 that Juice , 
the Sope muſt needs be bitter, 

So the Stones of the-Kidneys are of a Red Colour, by 
reaſon of the Blood whictr tranſudes or. ſoaks thither by 
little and little our of the Veins, by reaſon of the Mor- 
bous Acid, and entering into the- Coaynlam tinges and 
dies the Stones. The Stoneof the Bladder is Whzte , 
by reaſon of the Slime found in the Bladder ; and ſhall 
not the Stone bred inthe Gaul of an Hedghog or Hiſtrix, 
acquirea bitter taſte from the Gaul? And ſhallit not alſo 
Qqs draw 
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Load-ſtore, 


Rubizo Sterilive 


| irdraw the Caliſtbf the Diſea 
fore how-this happens. 
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draw from it, its heating: facu aſd ies + Why I pray? doth 
of no? Let us ſee there- 


'Tis clear that the Loadftone draws Iron.to =. only 
by Odor, as the diſtance ,'.through which it draws it, 
proves ; The Radical Hamid, or Natural Acidof the 1- 
ron, being very frail, exhales of its. own accord , as 
Hippde. Chymic, ſhews Chap. 19, outof. Hippecrares. For 
unleſs the Acid of Iron were of this fort, it could nor. 
be killed by- the Stomach of Animals; and - by- conſe- 
quence the filings of it, raken by the mouth would do 
no good. The Loadſtone is the Mather of Iron, which 
perceives: the fmelf of her Son -- vecaufe ſhe loves him; 
bur not being ſafficiently ſatisfied. with the ſmell of It, 
for that cauſe it attracts and allures Iron-to it ; asI have 
ſhewed concerning Alcahes and the Mother of things, . 

But Rwbigoe, or Crocus Martis, though that be alſo the 
Son of the Magnete, yer it is neglected by it,, . becauſe 
its Soul or Acid is departed from it ; and therefore his 
Mother doth not perceive his ſmell and odor .: Hence it 
is called-by Horatine, Sterilis Rubizo,, And by how much 
the younger and newer the Loadsſtoneis, by ſo much 
the more. ſtrongly and vigorouſly. it draws ; but the Ab- 
lution of - it doth -nor do-ſo : Naw ,as che Ablution of 
the Magnete doth not attra@ In , fo neither doth the 
Ablution of theHſ#rixe's Stone draw the Cauſe of the Diſ- 
eaſe ? no not- although it were the Mother of a ccrian 
Morbiftick Cauſe, hitherto un-named . 

Whatſoever- attradts anything from afar'off 5, as the 
Magnete doth Ifon, it attraCts it for loves fake, and 
it. always attraCts its like; and as Vegetable Alcaly draws 
HAlcaly of Lime for making Sope ( for this is a true at- 
traction and of a thing like it 1elf) ſo'we have ſeen that 
Gold is attracted-( yea plainly is diſſolved and dies, I fay 
dies, becauſe the Cadaver ſtunk ) by the Mother A4lcaty, 
and this is the Magnere of "AlSertns Yfrnus drawing Gold 
to it. (which words a certain fooliſh Doctor taking in a 
literal ſenſe, turned- into a jceer) for ſo ſaith Bernar- 
dys 1n the fourth part of his Book, The Fountain 15 to 
i. as the: Mother-; ſhe draws the King and not th: — in, 
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diflolve 


times 1n. his force. For unleſs there were a confent of 


things, and a mutual natural-Love amongſt them, Nature - 


could not ſubfiſt ; orif it ſhould be interrupted awhſle ; 
the frame of Nature in a ſhort ſpace of time would 
be wholly ruined ; for the Son onely would be left in 
a ſmall quantity , neither would he encreaſe, or be 
mulriplied ; ſorhat there 1s no diſcord or difagreemenr 
in Nature , as ſome have raught , but whatſoever is 
done- is done in love; for Nature of her own Genius,doth. 
chiefly covet and deſire to þe in the bottom of the Ele- 
mentated Body, in whichſſhe operates, by ſtrengthening 
ns Natural heat and Prolifick Vertues , . becauſe it is 
pervious toall Bodies, as Great Raymwnd witneſſes ; which 
Dottrine and Attrration of Natural Love , I ſhall de- 
monſtrate by the fallowing Experiment in a Mettaline 
Example ( ſince our preſent diſcourſe is of Metals) thar 
it: may. appear , Natgretobe alike in every thing, 

Take an Ounce of Silver diſlolved by Aqua Fertis ; 


* coagulate thig:Splution into a Saline Powder , and caſt 


this Powder: upon Lead melted in the Fire, but nor 
very hot nor quite cold, and 1n.the eighth part of an 
hour, The Acid Salt of the Aqua Fortis deſerts the S:iIurp 
and corrodes the whole- quantity of the Lead, as mucl1 
as it had loſt of the Silver ( 5. e.) an Ounce, becauſe 
ie-performes the Office of Metaline Alcaty in Artificials ; 
it: draws and 1s fatarated with: the Silver , which by a 
probatory Cupple rerurns again oO —_— Learned 
Men have admired this Experiment, for tfiey have drawn 
out an Ounce of Silver from the Lead , and have.found 
the: Powder of . the fame. formand weight, as they calt 
it. on ; whence they + doubted in.their.opinion, whether 
is were the ſame Powder.of, Silver , which they calt 
on ; from which they could gain much , if. the way 
how the (Powder might be refunded into. the. Body 
could be found out. But as the gf onmons draws Iron, 
ſo allo Satwrs (the Alcaly in Artificials) draws Luna 
and when the thirity Salt of the Aqua Fortis, wanting 
Aqueous 


IO7 
ber * This was Paraci/ſur smeaning,. when he aid ; that” 
the Magnete'(.extinguiſhed in Oi/ of Mars, thats, Gold Oil of Mars 
7 in the ſtrongeſt Meraline Alcaly , its like ;chen. "** ? 
ro acquire a'ten times greater Vertue ) is encreaſedten + 


Mctanpſychoſes, 


Faber, 


* illuſtrious Examples , . bath in| my Hippoc. Chymss 


Otto Tachenins , 


- Aqueous Humidity ,. cannor'be- alone 3 it attraQts. ſy 


much Lead , as it had loſt of. Silver. Theſe and the like 
Operations and AttraQtions ,”-which I have explained by 
c. and 
in this Book, have been perhaps erſt exploded, becauſe 
ww, Metampſychoſes of the Pythacoreans hath not been 
unde | | | 

On this foundation ,- the Stone alſo of the hairy Ser- 
pent, newly found aur, is attraftive ; Krrcher deſcribes 
tt,in his Book intitled, The Magnetich Kin;d:m of Nature, 
I have plenty of this Sroxe by me , and do apply it tothe 
bitings of mad Dogs, to which it ſticks ſtrongly for a- 
bour eighteen hours; andI applicd it to another Girl , 
hurt by a mad Dog , for ſeven days and nights, and yer 
the Ablution of this Stone had not done the feat , 
whatſoever theſe upſtart DoCtors do babble. And as the 
Magnete of all rhe Things and Merals in the World draws 
nothing but fron, and is delighted with its Spzrit, (neg- 
lecting the Rwbigo ) and the Stone of the hairy Serpent, 
re/oyces to attract the Odor of the Poiſon , infuſed by 
the venomous bitings, but it doth not attract Arſhick. , 
Wolfs-bane , nor any other Poiſon ; 4© alſo Jaſper draws 


an Exotick Spirit , which-makes an Imperus in Mans: 


Bloud, I have-known ſometimes Eyes troubled with 

a Sffaſion of Blood, to have been cured the next morn- 
ing , upon a Jaſper Srone being bound to the neck at 
night. But as the Aklution of the Magnete doth not draw 
Iron, nor the Ablution of the Serpents-ſtone, Poiſon , 
nor That of Jaſper , the Spirit making the aſſault, from 
the Blood; fo neither doth the Ablation of the Hedghogs 
or Hiſtrixes-ſftogg draw out any Malignity from Humane 
Bodies; ſo teaches Galen in his Firſt Book of Natural 
Faculties, Chap. 14. Whatſoever things,fays he,do draw forth 
the Poiſon of Serpents, or Weapons ; Theſe do ſhew forth the 
ſame Vertue, that the Load-ſtone hath; but the Ablution 
of the Magnete ſhews no ſuch Faculty, and why then 
ſhould the Ablution of the Porcupine or Hedghogs-ſtone? 
ſothattheſcare meer Dreams and Old Wives Fables,impo- 
ted upon Great Men, I were better for ſuchdreamers,and 
for the Art of Phyſicktoo, if they did philoſophize = 
the 


| 
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the Spade, as Lagian jecringly ſpeaks of ove who was 
about rodig the ground. 


I have ſaid , That the Magnetick perceives Iron at a ' 


diſtance fromir, -and attra(ts it by its odor only, pro- 
vided it be taken out of its Native Oil, for otherwiſe 
where it grows, it attracts nothing, becauſe there, in 
irs Native | Place , there is no want of the Odor of 
Iron. | 
The Iſland Elbe is fruitful of Lead-ſtones, yet it was 
never-ſeen-nor heard of, that it- did -incommode Ships 
paſſing by , nor injure -the Needle of the Compaſs, be- 
becauſe the Mother AMagnere is there ſaturated with Spi- 
rit of Iron; ſo alſothe Frome of the hairy Serpent, being 
ſarurated with the Odor of the Poiſon which, it drew 
from the biting of the Mad Dog , receives not beyond 
its meaſure , it neglefs the reſt, and ſpontaneouſly falls 


' from the Wound ; ſo that this Stone, according to Ga- 


lens fenſe , hath an ArtraCtive Faculty with the Aagnete , 
but no ſuch Faculty is found in the Hoge-ftone , and 
therefore, ſayes Galen , it hath no Magnetick Vertue :; 
{> that it-is clear ,.. that whatſoever 1s deviſed againſt 
the dangerous Diſeaſes of Great Men from the Abluti- 
on of this Stone, hath no exiſtence, bur in the Brains 
of the Inventors, but finks down into a meer N#l{i- 
ty, and a dark Chymera of ignorance. 

Bur when it is givenin Powder, then without douhr, 
like other Stones , '# would attratt any Acid agreeable 
to its Nature ; as Crabs Eyes draws forth that. other 
Acid which putrefies the Wound : A Sponge-ſtone, the 
Acid which Coagutates the Strwma : The Stones of Perch- 
cs, the Acid of Urine in the Strangury ; Bezoar-ſtones , 
the Lypothymick Acrid,ariſmg about the heart; The Stone 
Oftio Colla 5 That Acid which hinders the Conglutina- 


tion- of the Bone , &c. ' All theſe aforeſaid doimbibe the 


Specifick Morbous Acid, 

So allo the Hedghog: or Hiftrixes-Stones, taken bythe 
Mouth , would mmbibe its Specifick Acid, Which was 
yet never deſcribed or taken norice of 'by any of-theſc 

rYOVers, 


t wha that Specifick. Acid 1s, which I haye ſpoken 
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"Things 
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The Cauſe of of , and which is the Cauſe of Diſcaſes:,' it cannot be 


explained in words, as my Doftor ſays, DeVereri Me- 
dicina; who after he had demonſtrated that the Cauſe 
of Diſeaſes was Acid, yea and ,moſt Acid ; he goes on 
in theſe words, There 1s none of them can be ſeen or 
known by onr Bodily Eyes, and therefore they are called by Me 
Obſcure ; not that they. alwayes remain ſo ,, and exceed our 
anderſtandings, but becauſe they are not found ont , but with 
much labour and in a long tim: ; for thoſe things which are 
above and beyond. the fizht of our Bodily Eyes, The ſame 
may be reached and fetched in by the Mental Eyes ( viz. of 
us Chymitts, ) 

Hitherto Hippocrates , his meaning is, that we muſt 
gradually aſcend from known things to unknown, as 
my Hippocrates. Chymicus ſhews ; which doth proceed as 
it were by ſteps, from Artificials to the Fabrick of Hu- 
mane Nature; for as I have ſhewed,that the Acid of lron, 
though it be ſcarce perceived by the ſenſe, and is found 
no where bur in Iron, being of a ſingular kind , yet the 
Loadſtone perceives It and attraCts it even at a long di- 
ſtance ; 1o allo there are many, yea infinite Acids in 
Mans Body, ſome of which are made by the degenera- 
tion of the Morbous Cauſe, which are not-perceived,nor 
attracted, by other then their own proper Magnetes ; as 
the Morbous Acid in the Spleen is attraCted by no other 
thing but the Rub:zo of Iron ; the Morbous Acid gene- 
rating The Strama, is perceived and drawn forth by no 
other ( that I knowof ) but a Sponge-ſtone. They may 
be called Magncres, becauſe they ſcent and attract the 
tore-ſajd Spirits, as the Magnete doth Iron ; and unleſs 
the aforeſaid Acid Spirits were in readineſs, and were 
ſmelt or ſcented by their Magneres , they would not be 
attracted nor abſorbed by Them : So Gold is inodorous to 
our ſenſes, yer it 1s ſmelt evenafar off, by its own Mag- 
nere Or Mether , for ſhe draws the King , (ays Bernhard , 
ana not the King her. Upon which occaſion of Occult Odors, 
a convenient opportunity is offered to me to ſpeak of the 
manifeſt Odors of. things., for, as I have fhewed, that 
the former come from Acid; fo I ſhall alſo experientally 
ſhew , that theſp latter alſo proceed from £4 or Ce_ 

leſti, 
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ſeftial Calid : Odors are quiet and art reſt till they be * 
ronzed-up or ſtirred; and they are ſtirred, as-ſoon as a 
proper and conſentaneous Humid acts upon the Odorous 
thing; for then its Odoris preſently ſpread far and near, 
more or leſs ſtinking or ſweet, according to the Se- 
minal Vertue of the innate Calid : which Paradox, be- 
fore I proceed , I ſhall make plain , by clear Examples, 
taken out of the Shop of Nature. | 

Lime is4nodorous of its ſelf, but when it is diſlolve 
in ſimple Water , * for the building of Walls , the Acid 
atts upon'the Akcaly, and on the contrary. This Action 
an mmotion ditfuſes and ſcatters a ſmell not agreea- 
ble to Mans Nature; and therefore before a Man can 
dwell fafely in an Houſe., newly built, a years time had 
need paſs over, in which time the Action of the Humid 
upon the Acid will be at an end. 

Barley alſo of it ſelf is almoſt of no ſmell , but when 
its Meal is boiled and fermented for Beer ; that is, when 
the conſtituting parts do begin to act one upon another, 
then they afford an inebriating ſmell ; which though ir be 
not noiſome, yet it ſo diſturbs the Spirits, that it preju- 
dices the Memory. A Grape hath little ſmell, but the 
Juice expreſſed under the Action of Fermentation, yields 
a ſmell afar off ; ſo doth Bread under the Action of Fer- 
mentation ( 5,*e. ) when the Humid acts upon the Calid, 
or the Acid on the Alcaly, 

Acid Fountains themſelves, yet bubbling forth in their 
Native Soil,do expire a moſt grateful Odor , becauſe the 
Agent it ſelf is a Celeftial Acid , friendly to Mans Na- 
rure. : 

So Vinezar, when it corrodes any thing , as Coral, for 
Example , ſinells more ſtrongly than when it was at 
reſt. 

Amber is pinguous and of a moſt ſluggiſh ſmell , you Ante 
can ſcarce tell that it gives forth any (imell at all, - be- 
cauſe its Calid or Acid 15 the leaſt part in reſpect of the 
Radical Humid or Alcaly; but-when it 1s ſtirred up and 
excited by Solution , with a juſt proportion of Odors and 


convenient Fat, v. 7; Ziberh (the purer and fincerer wy ©, "OY 
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Uterine Difea- 
bes, 


Otto Tachentus, 


the more acute and ingrateful is its ſmell) then the tor- 
pid Calid of the Amber , being excited by the Ziberh , 
begins to aCt upon the Humid , and upon that Aﬀtion 
there ariſeth a moſt ſiveer ſmell : as for Example, Pound 
ren Grains of Amb:r , and three Grains of Zibeth in a 
Mortar, and the Amber preſently melts ; upon which, 
for encreaſing the Acia, inſtil a drop or twoof Juice of 
Lemmons, and by this means you will have an unguenr 
of an admirable fiavity, which rubbed upon the Skin 
yields an incredible Odor. : 

So Musk , by how much the. purer and ſimpler it is, 
it ſmells ſtrong indeed, but 'ris a bad ſcent, or at leaſt 
not a very good one ; - but when it 1s diſſolved with 
ſome drops of Ardent Spirit of Roſes, which I have pro- 
ved to be Acid, 'tis to be admired what a fragant ſmell 
it will afford. Three Graines of this Musk 1o diflolved, 
being added to-the aforeſaid Solution of Ambiy and Z:- 
6b:th, you will hardly find a more odoriferous thing ; bur 
I have ſhewn , that the harſh ſmell of Lime, Beer, &c, 
is noxious to many Men , fo alſo this ſweet ſmell is an 
enemy to many both Men and Women : Thoſe that are 
troubled with Uterine Diitempers , or- Difeaſes of the 
Lungs, cannot endure it; which Diſeaſes, according to 
Hippoocrates proceed from Acidity ; for when the ſmell, . 
though ſweet, reaches from the Noſe to the Womb , 
preſently the Dormant Morbous Acid , which is in the 
Womb, is excited *by meanes of the Ferment, for {ke 
hath an eaſi? inrreſs into like , as Fire to Fire; as welſee 
in a Candle newly blown out , whoſe pinguous Tume 
eaſily takes flame again, which is nothing bur kindled 
fume; fo alſo Diſeaſes of the Wom bare more eaſily excited 
and inflamed by Odors which are fermentable: which fer- 
mentation Mm the Womb, may again be allayed and over- 
come by thoſe Odors which are ſtronger, and prevail 
over thoſe which are excited; as the greater flame 0- 

vercomes and extinguiſhes the leſs, andthe leſs Lighr 
18 put out by the greater; as I have before clearly de- 
monſtrated in Acid Minerals , which overcome Thoſe of 
Vegetables, and Theſe again do fuppreſs Thoſe of at 
mals; 
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mals : $o alſo Womb-diſeaſes being excited by ſuayeo- 
lent Odors , begin to ferment and to boil up with great 
violence ; and Theſe again are ſuppreſied and killed by 
graveolent things, In Phyſical Practice , itis obſerved, 
that the Matrix, of its own Nature, at the ſmell of fweer 
things, is turned upwards or downwards , if the fame 
ſyeert Odor be applicd below ; if then it be elevated up- 
wards, and its capacity be blown up, and diſtended by 
flatulent vapours excited in it, then the Diaphrazma is 
ſtraitned ; which being comprefied by much wind, hin- 
UYers Reſpiration and Speech, ſo that. the Patient is at. 
Deaths door ; for a Care in this caſe all ſweet-ſmelling 
things are carricd out of the Chamber ( leſt their ſmell 
ſhould arrive at the Noſtrils of the Sick Woman ) and 
they are applied to the Y#lva of the Matrix , that by 
tie ſweetneſs of the Odor it may return down again ; 
(which ariſes from hence, that the Womb is delighted 
with and greedily turns it ſelf to ſweet ſinelling things : 
and Odors are applicd to the Noſe, which by their ve- 
hemency may over-power , or wholly kill the ſweet 
Odor attrafted (as I have a while ago ſhewed of A- 
cid Liquors ) as Aſa Foetida, Caſtoreum, Oppoponax, Sa- 
gapenum, Ol:um Petre,Oleum Tartari Diſtillat am , and the 
like ; or ele ſich things as being drawn in and ſmelt to 
by the Noſe, can mortifie the inward ſweet Acid of the 
Ferment by its contrary; and theſe are Volatile Alcalyes 
abſorbing the ſuave-acid Odors of the Womb: As for Ex- 
ample, the ſmoak of things burned, taken from the Anti» 
mal Family , for they being burned, do breath forth no- 
thing but Volatile Alcaly, which is deſtructive to and a 
confumer of Acids. But Women (ted rather by ſuper- 
ſtition than reaſon ) chuſe Partridge Feathers, and Goats 
Horns ( perhaps, becauſe taken from Salacious Creatures) 
Hairs , Leather of Old Shoes, or Urine of a ſtinking 
Chamber Pot, all expiring YVelatilz Alcalyes ( which I 
have ſhewed to be contrary to and deſtructive of Acid 
Fermentation ) the leaſt part of which Odors being at- 
trated by the Notrils, preſently the Sick Woman re- 
viyves, and begins to be better , becauſe the Urerine 
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Ferment is reſtrained by its contrary; for Fermentable 
Odor , as it is cafily mixed and makes Ebullition with 
its like; ſo by its unlike, it ceaſes from the Ebulliti- 
on. This is the meaning of, that of Hippocrates, De Diet a ; 
when ie ſays , out of —_— his School , He that 
believes not one Soul to be mixed with anotberss beſides hime- 


ſelf 


The ſmell of a Roſe is acceptable to ſome, but per- 
nicious to many ; hence a Roſe is ſaid by Pliny to-be of 
an Anguſt Odor, Lib. 21. Chap. 47. I knew an honeſt 
Citizen of this place , who, as oftenas he ſcented a Roſes 
though afar gff, his Breaſt was not only griped and ſtrait- 
ned , but he was troubled with a Coryza many days 
after. 

Syrup of Roſes ſolutive, inconſiderately taken by the 
Mouth, how often hath it cauſed Deligsia's, or Swoon- 
ings? cſpeciallyin ſuch Women whoſe Noſes arequick- 
ſcented ; yea , .it hath cauſed their Bowels to tremble 
inwardly , as Practicioners have obſerved. 

There are ſome who cannot digeſt the Herb Selenum, 
ſome that cannot eoncott Spices, bur reſiſt their con- 
coction by continual belchings : All which things my 
Wiſe Maſter obſerving, adviſes thoſe who practice Phy- 
ſick , Aph. 28. Sett. 5. In this manner, The ſmell of A- 
romatical thinzs draws the Muliebria, and it would often be 
good for other things too, unleſs it occaſioned the heavineſs 
of the Head; where we mult obſerve out of Columella , 
Lib. 12. chap. 20. That he takes Odors, and Arcmata for 
the ſame things. Hence Zcrerizus ſpeaks of himſelIf,7 per- 
cerve diverſe Odors of Things, yet I could never ſee th:m com- 
ming to the Neſtrils,Lib.1.chap.60. Our Acute Gal-n com- 
prehending all theſe things in his Book, De Vittus Ratione, 
thus concludes, Caoxrs do beth goad and hart, which Sen- 
tence of Galen, Ih: a little before ſhewed to beexatly 
True in Uterine Tiſcates , as the Femaie Sexe can teſti- 
he. For Fermentabfte Odour , which ail Aromaticks da 
expire, and which is multiplied by Fermentation, hurts 
many ; and on the contrary , Alcaltzzate Odour, and 
That which is excited from the burnt parts of Animals, 
becauſe 
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becauſe it is deſtruQtive of the Ferments , profits and 
does good to many ; as we ſee by daily experience and 
uſe ; ſo thar every ſmell is to be diſtinguiſhed and redu- 
ced-to its proper Claſſis. This was Hippocrates hts mean- 
ing de Virginam Morbis, Tis not poſſible (ſays he ) to 
know the Nature of Diſeaſes ( if they are knowable by Art) 
wnleſs = Man knew Natare in indrvifibility , from which inthe 
beginning they were diſtinguiſhed. 

All theſe things being eonfidered , it appears, why 
Venerable Antiquity hath preſcribed to us for a weak 
and languid Stomach, that compound Inoderous Medi- 
cine , called Syrup of Wormwood, that it might be of uſe 
toevery individual ? This, becauſe it 1s'made up of ſim- 
ples, as of Pontick Wormwood , which is of an Aro- 
matick and Aftringent Taſte , of-Roſes , nd:an Spike, 
moſt Odorous Plants, of Old Wine, of Juice of Quin- 
ces likewiſe binding, and-Sugar , therefore they com- 
manded them allto be boiled in an Earthen Veſſel being 
open , That ſo the Volatile Spirit of the Old Wine mighr 
carry off the Aromatick Odors , both of the Spike , as 
alſo of the Wormwood- and Roſes 3 and ſo the Odors, 
as Galen ſays , can do nohurt to thoſe., who'otherwiſe 
are not able-to beas them-( words in my Hippocrates 
Chymicus Chap. 30;- either not underſtood , or malig- 
nantly changed) -and their- Syrup may help a weak Sto- 
mack, not by the Odorous Sprrit of- Wine, but by a mo- 
derately Aſtringent Faculty. This is- the-reaſon why 
ſuch a Syrup was found out, as the 'Text' witneſles : 
From whence:we learn the deep Judgment and diligent 
Obſervation of our Predecefſors in compounding of Me- 
dicines, and why they appointed this Syrup to be 7ns- 
dorens ? 'See for this the Tetras of 2uerceran, conſult all 
Practicioners, and the Tr#th of the thing will appear; 
which, Ly how much the more it is oppreſſed, by thoſe 
that hte it , fo much the more glorioully it triumphs 
and treads down falſity under her feet.” For it is not e- 
naough , out-of meer ignorance to condemn the memo- 
rable-Obfſervinonsof the Ancients faithfully made, by 
long ſtudy and many watchful lucubrations, and fo m_ 
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mitted to us, and farther by unuſual clamours,without 
any known reaſon and cauſe to Reforns them ; ing 
allo all. ſuch who tread'in their ſteps : but Men had need 
to demonſtrate the contrary , if not by Autkority and 
Experience , yet at leaſt by reaſon ; otherwiſe all their 
ridiculous and inept approbations , together with their 
abſurd clamours, will not only be judged to be falſe and 
vain, by Wife and Underſtanding Perſons; and there- 


fore worthy to be ſent packing from whence they came : 


but will allo be reckoned by the Vulgar amongſt futile 
and ſordid gewices and fogeries and the higheſt levities ; 
for ſo indeed they are. "Twas never read in the Wri- 
tings either of the Old or New Interpreters of Nature, 
that They taught, That Diſtilled Vinegar was Celebrated 
Spirit of Venus , or was as Alcabeſt ; That the Poiſon of 
Copper , extracted by Vinegar, was an Epileptick , or 
Hyſterick Remedy ; That Elementary Water was Vola« 
tile Salt of Tartar, and a Panacea for diſperate Diſ- 
eaſes ; or That Corals, which both by Wiſe Men and by 
ldeots too , are reckoned amongſt Gemmes ; ſhould be 
compared to Common Corroſive Calx, and pronounced 
unuſeful; or That the Vinegas diſtilled from Meal was 
Acid Spirit. of Sal Armoniack ; or That Minium could 
condenſe the Air into a Ponderous Body 3; and many 
hundreds more of ſuch falſities , deſtructive ro Man- 
kind, and worſe thanthe dotages of frantick Perſons ; 
which beſides the corruption of good manners, can hard- 
ly be read without tediouſneſs : ſuch things, I fay, and 
others like them, were never taught by our Anceſtors, 
and yet though they are found moſt falſe, by Expert- 
ence, Reaſon, and Authority , and to be to the detri- 
ment of Phyſick and Mankind; nevertheleſs They are 
approved and cryed-up by our fore-faid Magnifick Do- 
&tors. Hence it is, that Ariſtotks in apalſion commands 
Scioliſts,to dip their Pens in their Minds, vefore they do it in 
Ink,, leaſt one inconvenience being granted , athoaſand falſe 
conclufsons do follow : As not only the Studiers of Ancient 
Phyſick do find to their great detriment, but Phyſick 
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fuffers under ſuch things, as manifeſtly appears in the $y- 
rup of Wormm-od , which the Ancients appointed to be 
made without any ſmell, that it might be given for an 
Aſtringenr to every individual; as clearly appears by the 
Reaſons and Experiences juſt now alleaged : but Theſe 
men, againſt the inſtitutions and precepts of Medicine, 
yea againſt the order of Nature her ſelf, do mixe it with 
Aromatized Spiritof Wine and that moſt odoriferous, 
and do ſo preſcribe it , being induced thereunto, b 
this falſe and vain opinion , That Odors are goed indif- 
ferently for all, both Men and Women, But with what 
fruit or profit they ſo think, Let PraQticioners ſpeak , 
and Ier thoſe judge who have but the Spirit of a Man 
in their Breaſts, and who have ever ſcen the Female 
Sexe troubled with Uterine Diſtempers, I confeſs in a 
pedantick flaviſh Writer, this error were tolerable, and 
need only ſimple correction ; but it is an abominable 
wickednels,and not to be endured inthe Deavs and their 
Colleagues,who ſore at ſuch High things,and boaſt that they 
can teach others Skill , themſetves- being: in the mean 
time ignorant of the common and fafe way of healing, 
preſcribed by Galen,as I have ſhewed. For if, the Ancients 
(whom they inſult over ) could find out Syrupof Worm- 
wood ,. and Syrup of Quinces, as we ſee in Dieſcorides, 
what” difficulty had it been for them to add odoriferous 
Spike and Roſes , if Odors and Spirit of Wine had been 
uſeful in this Compound ? It appears by this, that They 
knew well 4 Dog from a black Sheep ( to*ſpzak prover- 
bially )- and could diſtinguiſh things. , that ſmelr of 
Garlick , of the Hogſty , of the Sow and Goat mixed 
together; I have ſometimes admired, why not only 
Fippocrates enjoyned that we ſhould only ſpeak of Thoſe 
Things, which are known to Plebeians , but.that Ar. 
nold, Holland', and many others have ſo induſtriouſly 
concealed the Ancient Foundations of this Art? Yea, 
ttererofore It was confincd' only within the Family of 
Mſculapims ; but my wonder ceaſes, when now adays 
] tee the Truth judged, condemned , and caſt our of 
doors, by Thoſe who are bound to adyance it , for their 
Neighbours 
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Neighbours good ;, and this not by choice of- Do&rine 
or Science , but by a meer-fit of fooliſh temerity , be- 
fare ticy underſtand the cauſeof the matter , asI have 
evidenced in this whole Tract from the beginning to. the 
end very copioutly ; not by opinion only , as South- 


{ayers do, but by clear Reaſons, Authority , and Ex- 
perimental Operations. Wherefore .let ſuch Putative 


and Infipid DoCtors be hiſſed out,of the Theatre of Wiſ- 
om, and caſt. forth unto their ſluggiſh Colleagues , 
rogether with their emendicated- and inept Receits , ill 
underſtood and falſly approved ; "That fo the: Ancient 
and True Hippocratical Phyſick , the Nobleſt of all Ars, 
may be redeemed from the contempt of the Vulgar , 
and by degrees may recover its Ancient eftimation and 
luſtre, | 


Take therefore in good part, O ye Curious Readers 
and Lovers of the Ancient Truth, this my Clavs, which 
| ſincerely and faithfully offer ro you, by the help where- 
of you may unlock and open the Ancient Cabinet of 
Hippocratical Medicine. Sluggiſh Doctors, who by their 


 ulcerous, yet reformeng Doctrine, do endeavour to pcr-' 


vert Natures order, and to hinder the progreſs of H:p- 
pocratical Phyſick , to their Neighbours detriment , are 
converſant in thick darknets, far from the-Light of Truth;, 
whonot being able to get out from thence by their own 
ſtrength , do ſtudy how to lacerate and revile the fame 
of their Predegeſlors , yea the works of Nature it ſelf, 
that they may obtain a Name and Praiſe amongſt ſuch 
as are like themſelves. 'Tis wonderful xo conſider, how 
far this mad rage of evil ſpeaking hath extended it ſelf 
( by occaſion. whereof the unſhaken Wiſdom of the An- 
cients ſhines forth with greater luſtre, and the fundamen- 
tal Verity and Excellency of the moſt Noble Hippo- 
cratical Phyſick doth the more appear : Y ſo as laying a- 
tide all modeſty, Men dare petulantly to riſe up againſt 
the minds of Hippocrates and Galen, yea againſt the Truth 
it ſelf, againſt Experience and the Law of Nations, and 
openly , to their perpetual ſhame, to extol , —_— 
. an 
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and approve, miſerable fooleries and falſe receits, to the 


damage of thair Neighbours and their Poſterity. 
Wherefore let + 44 "Bogner. Reader weigh with an 
equal balance and indifterent mind , This Ancient Do- 
&rine of Truth, and Firm Foundation of our Fore-a- 
thers, which are laid and eſtabliſh@{ in my Hippocrates 
Chymicxs and in this Comment upon it, accarding to their 
mind and opinion ; and then Fdoubt not but he will 
paſs an <qual Sentence : for he will find all my Expe= 
riments deduced from the ſame Fountains from whence 
the Venerable Ancients and themore Novel Interpreters 
of Natures Secrets have drawn Their, and therefore in 
no ſort fallacious ; yea he will find a neceſſary connexi- 
on of Cauſes amongſt themſelves, ſo as ſome depend on 
others, the laſt on the firſt, the inferior on theſupream, 
the leſs on the greater, the weak on the ſtronger, ac- 
cording tothe Wiſe Series of Nature ; and that all things 
are increa{ed, preſerved, and deſtroyed by mutual com- 


mutacion,-digeition; and fermentation ; and again hows- 


they riſe up intq new beings before our eyes, as faith 
Hippocrates de Dieta. And as I have ſhewed Mechani- 
cally , that ſuch things muſt infallibly be in the Afacro- 
coſme ; ſo 1 have concluded by juſt reaſon according'to 
the Opinion of the Ancients”, and by evidence of Ex- 
periments, that they muſt be 'fo in the Aficrocoſm?; to 
that Diſeaſes are cauſed by this method, and by the 
ſame method they are cured , ſince Artimitates Nature, 
and Nature Art, according to Hippocrates; whoſe An- 
cient Doctrine , underpropped by the firm Principles of 
Fire and Wate#7 1 hope as long as I live, to-defend by 
my ſelf alone, againſt all unjuſt invaſions and aſſaults ; 
for in doing hereof, I ſhall not need in a meretricious 
way , the aſſiſtance of many flattering woers, asthede- 
ſtroyers of this Noble Medicine do, 

'Bur if any Man acguſs the Inclegancy of my Stile it 


ſhall not trouble me at all ; I give.leaye to. every Ig- 


yorant Fellow to bark, prate,and raile ; forl fear not the 
'. 11.3 of ſuch Horaets: indeed for their greatneſs and 


nm *:de they are ternible, but their St3ugs are our ; 
d1 and 
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and let them do what ever they will or can,yet they ſhall 


never get the victory, . Ler me tell thee. this one thing, 
O Man, ſuch asthou art, ſothink thy ſelfto be ; and 


ſtand at the ſame diſtance from the Licentiouſneſs of 

Words; and moreo@wr, ſpeak not that fallly: againſt ano- 
ance bluſh. I know-how t& defend my ſelf fro ſpeak without 
boaſting ) as well as another, yeaT know how-to re- 
rurn opprobrious ſpeeches to others, if 1 ſopleaſed, and 
would indulge my ſelf that liberty, Bur here, friendly 
Reader., I conclude, fince my Book may not juſtly be 
extended to a greater Iength ; but. hereafter I ſhall ſpeak 
to: thee ina graver Tone, 


. Shew me better, if thou canſt (ef 
at mine 2 and Fd hail give ho thanks. = 


are:thou carp . 


as far as thou art remote from the turpitude,of Things, * | 


; 


=» 
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Cid and Alcaly the moſt Ancient 
Principles of Things , what they 
are ! Chap. 1. PE Page 1. 
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Acid as being ſpiritual, is not - 
ſubjefed to the Cenſure of our Outward Senſes ; | 
Chap. 2. ' Þ»: 2. 
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Alcaly what zt is, and how it is made , both 
| &y Nature and by Art, and whence it hath its 
- Name ? Chap. 3. P. 8. 


Meat or Common Salt , how much it differs 
from Vitrifying and Saponary Alcaly? Chap. 4, 
'P- 16. * 


The Preparation of Medicinal Salts; Chap. 5. 
P. 24. 


That the Seminal Vertues of all Things is Acid, 
and that Acids draw Alcalyes as they pleaſe ; - 
S1 2 that 
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that every Acid Liquor 7s a ſolution of Acid Salt 
_ in Flementary Water 3 Chap. 6. P. 26. 


That no Matter can be ſo deſtroyed , but it muſt 


remain under ſome form ; Chap. 79. p. 49. 


That Acid doth deſtroy and perfeff ; and that | 
Fire, the Sun, and Acid, have the ſame powers : : 
Cape 8. F'* 59. | 

That Acid aud Alcaly in Animals js the Innate g 
Calid aud Radical Humid : Chap. 9g. p. 78. | 
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Containing the 


PRINCIPAL EXPERIMENTS 
and ofh:r Obſervable Things , 


Which occur in the 
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Note , That the four pages, viz. P- IF. P. 16. p. 17. 
p-.18. of the Clavis , being by miſtake doubled 
over , whatoccursin the firſt of either of them is 
marked with an Aſterisk * annexed to the Fi- 
gure z as p. I5 *, and fo in the other three. 
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Acidity of Gold, proved by Ex- 
eximents, — 
Acid and Pinguons, The moſt 

Ancient Princigles,the Life 
. and Fountain of all Things, 
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| Seeds, Pp: 6. 
Acid Natural and Light are 
one, 


offices, p- 6 
Acid Natural , why called 
Mercury its mulnplicati- 
_— by Examples. 7 
Acidin a Flint periſhes not 
after it is twrn:d into Lime, 
p.8] 
Acid, Natural and Light , 
flow from the Sun as their 
Fonntain , p.6 
Acid, the Vital Spirit agen 
in Alcaly, p- 9,10 
Acid fixcd, affirmed to be in 
Nature, - LS 39 
Acid and Alcaly, Ace all 
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Acid Occult inthe Blood p.g9 
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Crocus Martis mad? with 
.melted Gold, P:5 
Crocus Martis Nataral , 
. 68 
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p- 69 

Crocus Martls , ts invent:- 
on, P-70 
Crocus Martis wage 'by the 
help of Fire, __ p. 70 
Crocus Martis , opens and 
binds, as it 5s prepared 
ſeveral wayes, . þ:70 
Crocus Martis , ;m"0en ut 
hurts ? p:'71 
whom "Lis good far i P:.71 

. It tinges the Excrcments 
of: the Belly, Pp. 7$476 
hy calledSterilis aw 


x [Cryptography;hew Mkions 
|. þ: 97 
Copper is not deſtroyed A 

cid Liquers or V apors,p.36 
Copper made Green by all A- 


gs, , IL 37 Copper 


THE INDEX. « 
Copper hath” Acid prevail Fire Ad, and Pinguoys 
Pp ” ay En, Sun., Gold®. , 
Copper precipitates Soc! \ | Swiphar,, Form, Humid, 
diſſolved im 29 —_ ;z| Cabd, Dry, &c. are Sy - 
475 nomymon | p- 6 F | 
Copper diſſolvedin > ke be Fire Netaral d:Fers from | ; 


61s , prect itatcd by Fron Artificial, . - pf G 
| 58 Pp. 55 Fire Natural its effets, p. 6 


Fire, an mnfla med Acid, Pp. As 
D# | Fire Beant firs all thin vs in 


the Body, p.78 


Flint noe "— by flam:, 
Pe 66 


Flint its Powder from ay; 


a Mey wawt> wn - 


DF Coagmlated png ? 


Diſeaſes of the Womb, Pt hy 
excited by Odors, Pp. 114 P1 
my excited and cauſed | Flint made Alcaly, p.1us5 © 


2 i weet [mells, arecared | not corroded by any _ 
F 


nking oues I12 65 
—_ | made Canſtickin Fi 4 66 


E burnt called Lime, p. 66 
how differs from Corals, 


PF pmrience , Whois ſaid to| Pp. 65 


have? P-21 | 


F Old is an Acid idpofil A 
fixed conſtant, p. 4 <8 
Ire why called ſoft ? p Gold called Aur.m Fulmi- : 


F Firein Man , of 4a rnans,:ts preparation, 28) 
Acid , Gold Acid and Pinguons , X 


7 
Fleſh Salted hath leſs Mts P+ y 2 
cal moiſture than when it | Guld, becauſe meſt Acia, x 
ms Freſh, . 89 the moſt pc rfcet of Mc _ & 
Fermentation what ? P- 47 
Ferment of the Stomach doth Gold turns Iron into Crocts 
change the Radical Moi- or Ruſt, ' P» C9 
ture of the Aliments , | Golden Nail 1, Þ-EP 
. $0,8x | Gold andthe Syn in the Fir- A 


Ferment of Putrefattion be mu ment compared, P- 4 
Form what ? £4 Glaſs its Fil ot geearo make 


Fermentum Vitale, 4 87 Gig, 7 | ha / 
t &(s 


"Iz SI Ons 2 
a 


T n 
Glaſs its Fel , | fprws like 
Gammon Salt,” . p. 16* 
The ufefulneſs of ts Fel , 
2x6 * 

What its Fel is? p, 16* 
Grape of it ſelf tnodorous made 

to give _a ſtronz* ſmell, 

: PIN 
Glaſs may be made of. any 
. Herb, 

Why it crackes;, - P13: 
| tes $:/olyrion-tuve WITH: | 
"__—__ p14 

[ts Deſtriyon by then | 

ay | p- 13 

Hovy it 15 made?- p,16* 


1 
| Unger Whence? Pp 
Hippocrates his -Pron- 
ciples,called by this Au- 

Pee 5,6 45268 Of 
thour, Aeid and Alca- 


 . WE ng 
Hthls $A Matter , why exiDy 
The Firſt Princip: of ll 
Things? W; p: 2 
Humid Radical , its Seat in 
Man, *+ - p86 
'Tis Fulatile in all Ani- 
mals x | 


I . 
. dx 
| rw foundation and way 
of making, * Pp mto/ 
Iron what ? © -* p. 68 
tron. hy it acquires ſtrength, 
bein; quiner:d in-Water ,- 


- Þ. 88 


. p313||. 


.79)80 2 


Pp. 89] 


E NDE& x. 
| fron both Apcriti/t and f- 
| *. ftringent of itſelf, p. 70 
Iron naxly given, hath) 
delttery Vertme,. p. 71 
Iron two wayes of precip:tat- 
ing it, out of Diofcory- 
des, Fz-9 \ Þ- 72 
Faſper Stoneits Vertuesp, 108 


»'T;, 
Imzs eontains Acid, p. 8 
i" DUreme ts. Salt. and doth 
* ot precipitate Mercurf, 
\ \ Y - P-FoO 
Lame inodorons of it\ſelf, when 


>» 


>, 


it diffuſes an Odor hurtfh} 
- ite Man'? | P-I0T 
Loadpong,” -.Þ. 106 


. 106 

Its Child, ruſt, p;106 

' by . ew much the purer”, 
: iſa\wmrch the rhore. attva- 
five, .Io06 

| Load-ftone of Mbertus Mag- 
nus attratting Gold, p.106 


| of Mars 7 encreaſes Aon 
» bletsn Vertue ., Pt97 
| Load>ſtonz plenciful. ty the" 
Ifle Elbe: i: -: -p.1199 
Loadtſtone its Vert ae'. likz 
that of the. Scrperts-ſtone ,. 
41d 0)... 0.14 ,. We. £O9% 
Et bxth THe Avid, p47 
Lead calledt he \Firſh Matter 
. 1 6f »4ferals , Þ 47 
Lead, itsweight . fncronſed 115. 
'Fire, ; +, + 7 piGÞ 
\Like eaf ly mingled with like, 


£1] 


It is the Mother of - Iron, . 


Load-ſtone quenched : in "Oil 


<- > ae L Pas” - o 


Ms => atiratted- by ( Mars, wy in the; Air , 


_ 9,34 7 
X > Ta Wha Mercury: precipitated; 7 
Fs M | ſearely Ked , i Fo 


its Preperties, . p- F2 
Mercury its Canſtickneſs , 
Ercury takes the form how to be taken ' away, 


of that by which it x Soy 

difotucd , P- 55 | Mercury precipitate of Vi- 

Mercury, Cami > mixed | goe, *F2 

with Ountments, "p: 55.j Mercury extinguiſhed with 
Mercurius Sublimatus,p. 564: Oil _y Spirtle Is Sweet , 

> once ſublimated needs no ſe- P.53 
p1 * cond ſublimation, p. 57: Mertury precipitate Cau- 
| Mectcnry ſublimate , or pre- | © ſlick, p- 52 


ciputate its revivificat; 01 , ; Mercury abſzomes the "A Na- 

P. 57 | ture of that ro which »t #5 

Ae: ter rower to Elements, | joyned ," + '"Þ. +5 5 
p.57 Mercury meds Anodyne , 

| Mercury, a eaution-to bz Anodynes, beings add:d to 


uſed in its Sublimation , | i, P.FL 
p- 5758 i 
Mercury « au, P7273 N 
' Aedicine' P- 102, 


Microcofimne 4 eTo erm not pro Ature hath given more 
per onely-to- Man, _ P. 5 N _Alcat, wed than Acid to 
Mixtmre | mr "ot wonder- | ' "all Compound Bodies 2 

# P. 2II,I2 | "except Smlphurs, p. 6 
Anh ; - *<* p. 112 | Nature atts after a Spirity- 
. Man , whence he lives, p79 | ©<al manner ,  _  p. og 
Moiſtare Radical nee Nite ,*its Root in the Air ; 
1n Dead Carkaſſes., prove 7 
by ors - p81 #::, it's quantity, Wt of 


Moiſture Radical of al _ depinds ? p- 9 

. mals i5Volatile Irroad the Earth, Þ: 9+ 

wa the Mother 7th $OL ONES 
3 2Hecolt 1 e*Vcs) 


ra. \ Y 8 


Moog " called Ather » SRA}-A 3 Bu S218 
. T aſhes , Z 
Metrerwhar? wy ee "P ay Aoi lv 


qe, | Ttz megan, 
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ey oe FINDER. FRE 

FP nogar nor na fp. 60 |Ston: of a» Hairy Serpme 
Paronychia what? pp. 99 + þ. 109 
Flants how ſpiritually refaſel It doth not artraft all Poy- 
tated, p.10 ſon, p. log. 
Principles of Hippocrates , | Sal Philo! ophorum a Medi- 
p.1.] um betwzen Alcaly an4 

Troverb, Mentiris ut Me-| Acid, p.»5 
dicus whence ? P: 21 | Salt Common compared to th: 
Parging HMedicines whence Su, 4 16 
they have their forge f1| Its neeſſ, . 16 
Pp. 39] Utisth: chiefeſt of ale 
They looſe their. Vertge 15 
when their innate Cp:rit w| Tis of a Salt Acid Life R 
waſhed off 3 p. 101] Why ztpreſerves Fl:ſh from 
Principles Three of Chymiſts , | putrefattion, p. 17 
whence, p2] JItimbibes no Acid, p.17 
Pearls their Pellicles not aiſ-| It gives an Acid Spirit , 
* folveable by Vin:gar or p. 18 
Sp:rit of Venus, Þ: 43 Salt, which to be preferred be- 
fore other ? p. 17 
S Salt of Tartar. Volatile , its 
proce's refuted, p. 18 
Onl of Man what ? p. 86| Salt Common waſhes. not as 
Simples dry , yield I:ttle| way filth., and therefore 
Salt , p.- 24] cannot be made Sop:, p. 24 

Stone: of the Reins is Red, Why it: admits met filth , 
from the Blood, p. 5 --  þ. 24 
Stone, . its Original, +202 \ Its VFertus, Ty 
* Stone of . the Rleng Py why ; Salt in gen: al an Head aud 
.. white, 4: 203 | - Alcaly \ oo it pa 23 
Srenes o Crabs. are ot Ador- Satt <lcaltes their preparati- 
. bous , P. 2|\ Uh "quires freſh Herbs , 
Stoke inthe Gall of .an ' "'p. 24 
7  Þ Io2 Sal of vrmwood A—_ 

* Its Vertues, —_ 1 419g P25 
* It is bitter, I03 ' Sale Ve octakler us - Pd 
Its uſe, a Pp. 103,704.) * ration, 26 
Stone 1m the Gal of an Oxe UP ra ry ogy rt b: 38 
tt .of 1 Mans Blood, p. 89 


P:J073 , 
Ep ſteRena IR, "W, Salt of Fip-rs, of the: Awhr, 
what, 
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wha B95 4 _-p. 
Saturn attrafts Luna, p. xo7 
Sol and Luna govern Acid 
. and Alcaly, pa. 2 
Spirit of Venus, p.36 
Spirit of Venus 4. counterfeit 
Panacea and. Alcaheſt , 


P41 

Sun, why called by Ariſtotle 
Father , and Earth the 
Mother of all Vegetables, 


Pp. 3: 
Sun inthe Firmament called” 


Acid of Acids, p- 4 
Snn its effetts, . p-6 
Suns Child Acid and Pingu- 

ous, p. 29 
Suns Ch 14 aſſumes n:t a Body, 

but with his Sifter, P. 62 
Sun and. Heart compared-, 

. 86 


Pp 
Spirit of Vitriol Acid Sulphs- | 


Toons , p.29 
It contains the Sulphurooms 
Liquamen of Metals,p.2 1 
Spirit the Vqhicle of the South, 


| gy R- 3* | 
Spirit of Fitriol twofold, 


32 
Sprrit occyltly or mai! y 
f Acid, the Vehicle and Bynd 

_ wniting Seul aud Body to- 
gether, | Pp. 39 
Spirir of Vitriol with Corals 
makes acounterfeit ſhew of 
curdlcd Mlk, p: 44 
Spirit of Vitriol returns more 
ſubril after coagmation 
w.th Metals,” p. 46 
Spirit of Vitri-l Volatile, the 


p.91| 


- 
b 3 4 
<< 


T8, +4 
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our Vital Spirit, p.94 
Sulphur, Sol, and Salt have 
more Acid - than Alcaly, 


p17 
T 


Ju of Graines of 


Kermes , p. 27 
Tartar of Wine regenerated, 
p. 28 
TartarusVitriofatus,p.29,30 
Tartar Vitriolate caunot be 
' diſtiſlked, , P- 31 
Tartarus Vitriolatus of thz 
Author , P- 33 
Tartar Vitriolate of the Au- 
thor , not fixed, þp.34 


Tartar Artificial, p.37 


Tartar Vitriolate cf Alcaly 
of Tartar and crude mig- 
ra.of®/itr.ol of Mars , 
| P. 90 


V 


; felnegar its Pinzueds con- 
cerves flame, p. 27 
V'mzegar difſolv s Corals p.42 
Vin:gat from.. A.mgo why: 


. more ſharp than the" ſomple, 


| * 4) 
Vanegar:from.Coppcy Y rk... 
mere Acid, not from Al- 


cal Ys p 46 
Vinegar returns infi p.4 from 
: Lead, P: 47 
Vinegar cleanſeth , p- 48 
Ou what ? p. 84 
Vinegar 


Suns Child and Bouhi of 


"ood gs HE rr” 
-< LY Y 
, , 


"4 


+ 


__ - 
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«DS. 
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- 


hoes wade 1 298 £ © 85) 
Verdigreaſe, the way of make - 
ang it, Pe 35 
Veneris Spiritus, examzincd, 
p. 38 
Venus Spirit with Alcaly , 
mad: Tartat , p. 39 
Veneriz Spiritus diſſolves Co- 
rals and Pearl:y, p.42,43 
Venus Spirit, comnterfeit, d:ſ- 
covered from its very riſe, 

þ. 40,54 

Vitriol its Yoot in the Ar , 
p-7 
FV:tridl of Venus, grows not 
black with fuice of Calls, 
T4 þ: 30 
Vitriol of Mars d*th, p. 30 
Fitridl of Venus #s .coloar , 


" % % 
THEIND'fx. 
eFpoſed tothe Air, improeg- 
"hated with'a new Spivitu- 
al Humiaty, 
Vitriol its Caput Mortruum 
not regencratcd in the Aiv 
into Vitrial, 
; Unicorn not 'a four-footed -A- 
nimal, but a Fiſh, p. 69 


V 


Water of a, Femininz N.1- 


tare, 


p.9 
Water called Alcaly, Pp.9 


Watcr the root of many thi 05, 


. Þ.-63 


p64 


wW 


Ater the firſt mat- 
ter of all thins , 


"p. 31 |Water , Catholick' Wine , 

Vtriol of Mars its cologr , ns 27 \ Þ x& 
p- 31 |Water nonrifheth all things , 

Vitriol white, S p31 re. r "fn 
Vitriol Artificial of Mars |Water Elementary contains 
and Venus, Pp: 34| | an occult Alcaly, © þ. 45. 
reduced Pp. 35 | Water nouriſketh 'all' n the 
Vigoe his Flaiſter of Frogs | Body, p. 78 
. with Mercury, 'p. 53 [Water of Frogs Spawn rich 
Vigoe his Anodyne Plaiſter, | in Alcaly, takes away in-, 
P. F3 | flamations of the Govt, 
Vitriol, why added in the p. 102 


Sublimaging of Mercury , | 


oy  BR-PS | 
Fitriol its Caput Mortuum 


FINIS., 


Wood rotten, void of Lixi- 
vious Salt, 


p. 24, 
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An Advertiſement concerning the E R'R A T9 


Ins veg ard the Tranſlator could not at all attend the Prefs during the while time of the Impr f- 
on, ſeveral mal-pun ations and literal miſt les have happ:ned , which are I;{t to the Rea- 
der*s candor and ingenuity to ameed with k is pen : But the Errata which do mot aff*({ the 
ſenſe , are th:ſe which follow : 


In AIPPOCRATES CHIMICTUS. 


PX I5l.7 readin for into; þ. 141 197, comman! for commend z p. 16 [7 y. it ran ints 
Chryſtalk as Nitre, for,it was chamfered in its coatnion as Nitre 3 p17 20 r. In Alca'ys; 
of Tartar 15 mide Nitre, for in Alcaly is made Nitre of Tartar; p.20 (.34 r,inaTeſt, for in - * 
an Earthen Por 3 p. 21. 16y. the Covers of the Teſt, for the Exrthen Covers; p. 21 L. 5: 
y. allayed, for bound in; p. 22 1. 27 2nd 34r. Neighbour Veſſe!, ſar Neighbours Veſſel 
p. 234.22 r, to fall for rorun;p.271 3,1.5, {9, 1. 13, rv. plate for tine; p. 39 in margine ws . 
£.6. for | 6.p.45 1. 10 7. from Acid inte a Lafteous Salt Chy'e , for from an Acid Silt into a 
Lacteous Chyie 3þ.4 I 18 r; precede fot proceed, p.qz 1.22 7. apart for part 3p 431 33.7, in 
all yacuitizs for all vacuities ; f.44 {.14 7. bitter ſor better; p.45 132 r. with all its ſtrength, 
and is gratetul, for of great ſtrengrh, and is grateful 3þ 45 L. 15 r. there is acidity in the Sto= 
mach,for the acidity tn the Stomach 3 p.48 1. 2 r. Liquor for d:\Tolving the S'one with Luds, 
for a Liquor for the Stone L'dws ; p.3 2 1. 30 aad: mcre gark ; þ 55 121 x. ſpirit for powder 
p67 1:3 dk e;p.50l.:; r.fimples for fimply ; p.73 1.30.95 iforingp.; 5 1.18 r.Homuneus 
lus for man ;p.98 1.17 dels of the 3p 756 1. 34 r. conſtancy for confiſtency ; p.78 {.32 r. things 
for ſalts 3 p.79 | 37 deletheir ;p.84 {23 7. petochizles fo pereftriales 3 p53 l. 2 one acidity 
a'02e,for acidi'y alone ; p. $5 {.34 7.11/tum for lihium ; p. $$ in maygine ramumial for mumail 
p90 { 5 r.Acid and Salt for Acid from Sale ;p.192 | 14 r.Campanam ;p.1<8 1.3 delethe; ls. 
r.into forin; p.r13 15 r.Nitre for Gl:ſs ; p.138 1.357. impertiremtly for unpatiently, 


In the CLAFIS. 


—_— Epi91: y.fav-urer for feavourer ; p.3 in margine y. Sur for Son 3p 11 [27 y. is corgula= 
. ted foy as coagulated 3p.13 {.q dls comma, after Salr $9.1S {3 Sun for Sun 3135 r Acids 
imbiber for Acid an imbiber ;p 24 /.31'r. aplnala tor apiardz ;þ.18 { 2 7.S01'5 for Stals 3 p. 27 
L.25 r. Acid for Alcaly ;p.25 { 7 r.cuich rot flame.for cuch tis live 3p.31 {17 7, can for can= 
not ; p.33 {.24 r.covers the bo:tom jor covers rhe fire 3.26 1.33 1. lures for plated 3p.3S Lg ng 
edured for reduced 3p. 491 47. lid for id 3p 54 1, 5 r. Mercury fimpiy cilluived in aque 3 
fort, and precipitred, for Mercury ard imply diffolved in 49a forthe precipitared 3p 58 1.9 | 
r. to whom for from whom : p.<9 [ 25 7.which though it beinflameable, 15 yer Acid, for yea, 
thoug! it be inflameable 3p 66 1.15 ry cools for corals ;p.S3 {22 r.Hluto for Fato;p 334.14 
x. myte for nyxte 3 p.97 (1 7. muſcie for male ; p.93 39 r.ferment,v.3 Acid, for viz Ferment 
either, &*c p 102 1.6 after at ributes gnſert (i.e, ) various Acids ;p 107 l.9 after Son, iaſert,of ny 
the Sun ; p.log {.3 raagnet for magnetuck ; {.5 r, foil for Oul zp.115 17%, ndicij.bils for Ws £ 
divifiblicry, 


